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Sept. 12, 1938
My Dear Sweetheart Ruth:

Now I realy am glad I mailed that letter yesterday so there is a little longer time between my letters or you might think I was  writing to often, woudent you?  Sounds real good about your canning   if Iwas there maybe I'd help you so you would not have to can so many.  Do you know how I mean?  like I do here some times.  last Sat. when the boys brought plums from town we ate so many that the box was over 1/3 of full  of corse we had lots of help too.  altho I realy did help Helen can peaches when I had to lay off with my toe and if I could help you that would be even greater pleasure or wouldent you be able to use such help as I could give?

Please don't take me wrong I dont intend to make you think I have such an outstanding goo place  I only told you just what we had raised on it & what Woelks had.  Woelks are keeping a cow on hte place too now, they do not let her out on free range  We useto keep 3 cows there but we always turned them out on range.  When I took care of them I had them trained so I could call them home but when we had a hired girl or man they forgot it right away and then it was so much trouble to get them that we dicited not to keep any more when we coudent take care of them ourselves.

Those pullets that you have together with your mother, how big a part of them are yours?  dose she have the front end of them and you the back so she has to feed them & you get the eggs?  ha, ha.  Our pullets layed 128 eggs today.  Mr. Woelk picked out the big eggs and sold them for 29 cents a doz. today.  that isent bad at all.

I should say it is beautiful out here by moon light.  We had a party at Ed Regiers last night  had a pretty good time.  but I would a lot rather have been with you.  Say what do you think of playing games?  do you think it is wrong?  there are some that I wouldent play and I just wont dance.  but I have played games a lot and did play some last night too.  If you would rather if I dident please say so and I will not do it.  at least quit very soon and I realy think there wont be any parties here for a while as about all young folks leave for the apple harvest.  I realy could not say anything about  Wiers boys  they seemed to like to have cordwood as they helped John Fast haul 21 cords from Mrs. Fast's place to here at Tweedie.  

I can't tell what Woelks will do if they have to get off the place but I believe they think if they can stay until I get married then it will be a ery long time yet so I sopose when I will tell them they will be very much suprised if they do believe it at all.  But I guess they will find out when the time comes I kinda think they will want to move into the place where Ed Regiers live now but I dont know.  I told Peter Unruhs you was looking for a letter & they said they had written to you and explained how busy they were.  she said she would hae to hire a stenoifer to write for her while she worked.  but Pete said that would give an awful spotted letter if she was ditating and the Jelly boiled over so they dicited not to write until they had time.

Oh yes I can do all my work onaccount of my toe, it dosent hurt anymore  only if I should stub it so I always try to watch that and then it looks alittle like I limp some times, bbut if I work I don't feel it at all.  I walk up and down the roof with shakes where the others cant   of corse I have better shoes for that purpose.

Maybe you would tell me to take you home if you were here but I would injoy myself so much while I was together with you that I wouldent mind at all.  Then at least I could have you in my arms and my how I do like that  With your Sweet rosie cheek so close I can still bring theose times I spent with you befor my mind like it was yesterday,  I hope it wont be too terrible long till I can hold you in my arms again?  How about a Sweet Kiss  do you have one you can spare me already?? ha, ha.

If I had you here now I would squeeze you so hard that _____??  Oh I woudent realy want to hurt you but I believe you could stand a good hug anyway coudent you?  Good night  With lots of Love and Kisses

Your True Lover

Henry D. Hiebert

How did that picture come out that you had taken?  I crossed the longest wooden bridge in the world yesterday  it is over 2 miles long.  Please write me a very long letter. ha, ha.

Sept. 13

Dear Henry:

Recieved your letter yesterday.  Was glad to hear from you.  You ask about the different ways of placing the stamp.  One way is just like the other to me.  Ive heard there are diffrent meanings but, I don't know them.  If my stamps have been on the letters diffrent the mail carrier must have put them on because I always put them on strait.

We had a little shower early this morning, now its quite cool.  The moon has been so beautiful the last week.

We got our watermellons in the car only had 300 lbs.  I don't have any new adress I just go a day at a time.  You know I have my chores to do here at home.  

I put up 18 qts of sweet pickles today then after dinner I went to quilt again.  Tomorrow I shall take Mother to Newton.  You ask what kind of work I do, well its anything & everything.  Mostly house work & nursing.  Now I have 2 patents  Mother has a sore on her leg which must be bandage daily & Arnold has a swollen knee that has to be bandaged 2 times a day. & I do some cooking too.  I think people can get along most any where if they both try & work together & agree on things.  If one is of the kind that likes to spend & not earn that makes both miserable.  I've learned to save as I know where money comes from.  I get $2 a week from mother & some weeks when theres a mission collection & other places to help along besides a few cloths to buy  It is hardly enough.  But I get along just fine.

I think partnership is not so bad, but as far as a place to live in is concerned I think I would rather rent then have that in partnership.  Those other things just don't make any difference to me.

I have so many beding that I don't know what I'll ever use all of it for.  I have a few pieces of furniture.  There was a silver sale on here now.  As soon as I have enough money saved I'm going to get a silver set.  I've always had my mind set on new furniture.  One (as a rule) only gets married once & if you start with old furniture you'll never have anything else.  Don't you agree with me on that?  Of course second hand furniture is allright if its good.

Marie wrote about Mary Ann & Henry breaking up.  Oh! yes I had a letter from Marie last week.  

We have our county fair the first week in Oct.  Our Sewing Soc. are having a lunch stand to raise some money so I guess I'll have my hands full.

I sure have pitty on anyone who has a boil.  I've had a few & I know about what they can do.

We had our ladies aid social last nite.  I enjoyed so much getting ready for it but was I glad when it was over.  I was sure tired.  We have over 40 young ladies on our membership list.  Don't you think thats pretty good? & we have 3 other socities in our church.

I'm sending you 2 pictures  one is taken in Wash. & the other one at home.  Will there be houses for all the people to live in that are coming there for the winter?  Looks like you ought to have a big choir.

Its late as my brother was here & I didn't get to write earlier.  I have a report to make for C.E. Sunday nite & also my secertary books to straiten so I will close for tonite.

With Love.

Ruth Doris

Sept. 14, 1938

My Dear Sweetheart Ruth:

How are you by now?  I hope fine.  I sopose I wont get a letter from you until Fri. but if I wait till then befor I write you woudent get this until Tue. so I'll write now.  Dosent it seem awful long for a letter to get here and an answer back?  It sure seems long to me.  We have been busy with the chicken house (Mr. Woelk & I)  it seems like we get almost as much done as we did when the other 2 boys helped us so we feel alright about it yet  but we will have to get more shingles yet   we are running short now,  I already went to see about more  guess we will get them tomorrow or Gus & Frank will  they have been getting in our fire wood for the winter.  They had a lot of trouble with the saw rig so they had to fix it first so they havent finished yet.  I guess we will have 3 more days of shingling yet and 1 day of other work with the hen house maybe more.  We havent done any work with our dozer this week yet  I guess we will pretty soon tho.  We tought we just as well get our wood in now befor it rains and so we dident go to look for more work with the dozer just now.

We are having a little trouble with our chickens at present  2 died today and I was so out of pratices that I dident remeber befor night what to do about it, and Woelks dident have any idia at all.  I hope we dont lose any more altho I woudent be suprised if we lost 2 or 3 more as there were a few a little sick already,  They laid 151 eggs yesterday but only 140 or so today. Oh, I guess they will get right over it soon.

This morning 2 trucks came here for wood at 5:00 clock and they are back again now  they sure believe in putting in long days  I guess it will be about 10:oclock befor they get loaded and out of here.  We also got another order for a carload of wood yesterday,  I hope they come fast soon.  

Yes Sweetheart I believe you can guess pretty good why I dont want to marry my Sister in law but I will give you 1 reason anyway.  I never have liked her rather I disliked her ever sence I saw her the first time.  someone said: "she said she liked you & wanted you for her beau" and I said:  "she never will be my Girl" and I havent changed my mind a bit of that yet.

You realy woudent want me to would you??  I sure hope not that would disappoint me terribely.  I kind of beat around a bush and finaly asked Mr. Woelk just what they would do if I should get married and then want to move on the place myself.  I guess he tought there was no danger but he said:  "We woudent spoil a marriage just on that account."  so I guess it will be alright with them if I let them know a while ahead of time but I dont want to tell them befor I am pretty sure I will want to move on it myself, which I wont know untill I get an agreement with you to live there with me,  Well maybe I wont have to wait very long for that.  Will I?  Maybe you will have this answered befor you get this letter.  ha, ha,   By the way did you think of me last night  I woke up more than a dozen times and I always tought of you and it seemed like you woke me up a couple of times.  Maybe it was just because I was thinking about you so much?  I realy was lonesome for you.  My how I wish I could be together with you more  that would beat this writing all to pieces   now it takes 2 weeks to get a letter over there and a answer back  anyway 9 days at the quickest. and I believe actions would probily tell as much or more then a person can put on paper.  It sounded like you are going to be ready very soon to get married if you do befor they (whoever it was) know it, ha, ha,  Well if I had a good place to stay it wouldent be to soon to suit me  I dont think, eh?  Well I guess when it dose take place we'll suprise a lot of people anyway  You  know I paid a preacher for marriage servises 10 years ago already and he died and never got to do it, so I guess I'll have to hire another if I want to get it done,  Maybe I can make a deal with Pete if here is present when it takes place do you think so?  or do you have a diffrent one picket already?  or do you think I shouldent county my chickens befor they hatch?  Well you know I already got a letter from the chick coop to order chicks for next year so they count them already and it will be a long time before they hatch. ha, ha, ha,  Hoping to get a sweet reply soon.  

Tell me how long will I have

Yours in Love,

to wait.  Can I get you now?

Henry D. Hiebert

or must I hesatate?

Postmark:  Sept. 17, 1938

Sept. 15

Dear Henry.

My it sure turned cool here.  We got some more blankets out last nite.

I've meet Evyln Regier at the retreat last summer.  She was in my cabin. Didn't learn to know her very well as she was continually runing around.

Are you getting your places fixed up for the winter?  I didn't know Wolelks had a boy by the name of Leanard?  How does Maries house look?  She write about the stove & different things they were fixing up.

Plums are $1.29 a half bu. peaches $1.50 to $2.00.  The grapes are very high this year  we can't afford to buy any.  23 cents for a small back.  I'm sure I coulden't guess how many eggs your pullets will lay because I don't know how many you have.

When I drove in the ditch I didn't break a thing & I kept right on going.  The ditch wasn't very deep.  

I guess Ruth Harms works in Wichita. & How everybody hears things so fast is more then I can see.  Theres nothing I can do about there knowing so I just encourge them.  It don't make any difference to me who knows about it.  Its our own affair anyway don't you think?  Over ther I guess it woulden't take long till everybody knew about it.  Do Petes ever say anything about me?  They don't write anything.  but they know we're writing.  Pete got my letter from the post office in Saskatoon.  I miss them so much  I wish they were closer so I could have a good talk with them for a change. 

My!  planns & ideas.  I have built big air castles.  I've never wanted to live in a big house.  But just a nice little place to call our own & home.  I've always told the kids I'd marry a rich man.  How about that?  ha ha.  Why don't you tell me your idea of a house, & furnture etc?  I think I've write about it a number of times.  If it wasn't for Margaret around here I just don't know what I'd do.  She gives me so much information & helps me a long with my problems.  Of couse if you'd be around here a while it'd help us to get accquinted but its quite expensive, & it would set you back in your work & everything so better use your best judgment.  I still don't think I'd like to live with anyone else after I'm married.  I'm doing that right now & I hope I don't haveto very long.  Its not very good.  Wouldn't I like to have a diamond ring some day.  I don't believe in spending a fortune for them, but there nice to have don't you think?  I can read your writing alright.  I hope you can read mine.  I've been writing a lot tonite  I'm sorking on my report from the confrence for C.E. Sunday nigte.  Has Kathryn S. come bakc?

Its getting late & mother isn't feeling well so I guess I'll have to get to bed.

Lovingly,

Ruth Doris

Sept. 17, 1938

My Dear Sweetheart Ruth:

I recived yo letter today so I'll answer it right away   anyway begin tonight.  Wont you rejoice with me?  We finished putting the roof on our chicken house today just befor noon  I sure am glad we got it done too.

We had ordered more shakes or boards 3/8 of an inch thick to make shingles out of then we used so after we had already finished we went to get the last load and when we came back we saw a fire so we tought we would take the load home & take the car and go back but befor we got home there was one only 1/2 mile from home so we went there  I fought it for 2 hours.  Pete U. was there too  we were about 10 men there and after we got the first all corelled & almost out the CCCs came and took it over, so I went home and what to you think  Who was there?  FFritz & Edna also Menno  they most likly wont pick apples for a week yet so they came home with some peaches 7 boxes & 7 boxes pears  I guess that will keep Woelks busy for a while  They dident even have any jars.  We have about 8 or 10 doz. empty and around 6 or 8 doz. full maybe more  I am not sure.  Helen Hiebert caned a lot of fruit for us.  It sounds like you sure must be busy with all the work you are doing now  if you had been around here I would have tried to get you to bandage my toe too.  do you think I would have been able to?  ha, ha.

Well I sure am glad you are so reasonable with me about everything  I realy do not know where I could find another person like you that makes me think all the more of you.  We talked a little today about how we could handle our affairs after we got married or in the near future and dicited we wanted to keep the Bull dozer together  also maybe some other implements as we would not need several seprate sets to handle all our places but as far as liveing together and having chickens and stock that could be kept seprate  I told them you would rather have it that way and I realy agreed with you on that being better to keep in peace and they both agreed too.  So I guess we needent worry about that at all.  We have just spent about $65 in the chicken house again  I dont know yet how we will straighten all of that out but that will all come out allright when the time comes.  Yes I believe it would be better to get new furniture when a person gets married then to buy old furniture and think we'll get new furniture later.  but I would rather have good almost new furniture & stove if I can buy it a lot cheaper then new and a poorer grade.  Some times a person can buy used things that ook like new for about 1/2 of what it costs new and it would look better and last longer then new that a person could get for more than it (used) costs.  but I feel sure that we wont fight about that at all unless I misjudge you a lot. ha, ha. 

How much dose a Silver set cost there like you want to buy?  and how many piece set is it?

The stamps on your letters were several diffrent angles so I tought maybe you knew what it ment & tought I did too.  I sure am sorry I couldent be with you on these moonlight nights but it just wasent possible.  Norma Kliewer, Evelyn Regier, Maryann & Susie Woelk wanted me to take them to a school party also Woelk girls were to be envited but it happened to be on Thurs. when we have Bible study so I had a good excuse and so I got out of it alright.  If it had been you I would have had time any evening and been very glad to have the chance but this was a horse of a diffrent color.

Oh I guess there will be places for all who are going to be here for the winter but I wouldent be suprised if they would kinda fight about some places where it is the handiest all around.  I do not know about the choir yet but I hope we have one anyway but I do not know if I'll be able to lead it  maybe I can get help or Mr. F. J. Kliewer to lead it.  What do you think of that?  do you think I ought to try myself first?  I sure wish you could play an organ real good then we coud do a lot of praticing at home.  Maybe you can well enough for that, can you?  I sure would injoy that a great deal, then I believe I could even lead a choir but as it is now I would be almost afraid to try.  It is getting late now but if I find a little time tomorrow I will write more then.  We haveC.E. tomorrow.  Good Night.

How-Do-You-Do?  We are back from church already but I have a little time yet befor dinner so I'll write a few more lines.  I sure liked our S.S. lesson this morning about Friendship  Dident you?  That realy is love to its fullest measure I think  How Jonathan took his life in his hands for the Friendship which he had with David  If we could have such love for one another as that I believe everything would come out very well.  We discussed the bond in S.S. and asked ourself why dont lovebonds now days hold so true?  and came to the conclusion because Jonathan called upon god to be wittness and asked the curse of god upon himself if he failed to keep the promise.  and if we would take such a stand we would also be very much more apt to have a sucessful Friendship.

It seems to me like I can tell in almost every letter that God has a hand in our Friendship and so I trust upon him to bring it to such a fullness as only is possible by God himself, he can see in our hearts and knows just what is nessiry to make us likeable for each other.

Thanks a lot for the pictures you sent me  they are very nice,  I like the one taken in Wash. best because I can see you more plainly but am very glad you sent the other one too  it is very fine also.  I'll bet I can guess what you tought when you pickt that one taken in Wash to send me.  "Here I sit upon a Stump. Catch me quick befor I jump" isent that right? ha, ha,  I would sure like to anyway.

Say Sweetheart Dident you tell me you had a big temper?  Well dont be sorry.  I heard a sermon on that today and the preacher said that was very nessiary if we dident have a temper we were no good.  But we should have a big temper and keep it well in hand then we would be able to accomplish great things for just like an axe without a temper being no good the human was the same way but if the axe was tempered right then it held a keen edge and was servisable and that was what we should be.  I was very glad when I heard that because I have a big temper too.  but I do not keep it in hand all the time like I should altho I can controll it most of the time.  

My How I wish you were close enough so I could go see you on sundays  they sure grow long if I am alone, the evenings are getting long too already  Yesterday we ate supper after dark & worked around & talk als had sompany and then we were suprsed how early it was when the other boys went to bed 8:45  I was quitte tired so I quit writing at a little past 10.  I guess the other young folks will probily wonder why F. & I don't come over but I tought I would rather write & take a little nap but I coudent sleep  it is so hot.  It is very dry here now  I wish it would rain again.  I was wishing for not rain untill we got the roof on the chicken house & I got that wish so now I wish for rain now I guess it will come very soon too  I was alsays kinda afraid it would rain befor we got thru,  It is a little cloudy righ now.  I heard that this year was the hottest Sept. of all records in Spokane  it had been over 90 every day so far.  I believe we had it a lot cooler here a few days anyway.  I jsut recived some company so I guess I'll have to quit for a while again.  Good evening:  I am back from C.E.  It was pretty good except it was soposed to be with Deerpark together and nobody except Kathryn P. was here from over ther & so  lot was left out and some of the young folks from here dident come either so 2 more members mised.  I led singing for a couple songs before the program started and held open discussion on a topic to fill in a little.  Hiebert Bros. had music but we dident do so good  I guess we hadent practiced enough.

My how I wish you had been in church here tonight so I could have taken you home even if the moon dosent shine I would enjoy it, Oh so much,  You know Kathryn Petes was here and asked me to see the Pictures of you and when I showed them to her she wanted to keep 1 of them but I just woudent let her have none  she said:  "befor when you had only 1 you said I only have 1  now you have 3."  I told her I was going to keep them all  finily I told her if I took your picture myself some time I would have an extra 1 made and give it to her if you dident care.  Oh I almost for got I to think it must be great to have 40 young women in your Sewing Society.  What are they  all  girls or both married women & single girls?

Did you take in a lot of money with your lunch counter?  Were you one of the clerks?  if I was there I'd buy something to, as I am always hungry  I would eat more then only a piece of pie too. ha, ha,

Our Pullets laid 196 eggs yesterday already and we got 22 cents a doz. for pullet eggs & for thebig one that we pickt out we got 29 cents a doz.  they will be paying pretty good right soon I believe.  How much do you make from your cow a week?  she pays good too dosent she?  Well I guess I better right off or you will have to rest between reading this long letter.

With lots of Love and Kisses

Henry D. Hiebert

(Note in the margin)  As I cant be there to take you to the fair I will send you a little present  spend it at the fair and if you get a sueviner tell me what it is please.

Sept. 18 '38

Dear Henry:

I was surely surprised that I had a letter yesterday.  I always get the mail these days.

If you were here to help me can then I probly woudn't get anything into the jars. ha.  I have quite a bit of your kind of help.  I don't need to can as much as I used to.  Now we are only 3 were before we always were 6 & 8 of us.  Mother can't eat a whole lot of fruit.  Dan was always the one to eat the fruit, but since hes married we sure notice it.

So you were at Ed. Regiers.  Did you get acquainted with "that" girl? ha ha  I don't know if its wrong to play those games.  But just think about those games & Dancing isn't it on the same order?  I for myself don't play them.  Havn't for 6 or 7 yrs.  To me they have never attracted much.  But I guess its because I didn't grow up in a comunity were they were used.  I guess its up to each one if they play them or not.  I suppose ther'd be some things that I do you would think were wrong.  For instance playing cards.  Do you think that is wrong?  I've done quite a bit of that.  I think there is awhole lot as to how a person goes about that.  or for what you do it.  

I already got a letter also a card from Marie.  Pete never writes.  Mother went to Gradenberg today with Margaret & Dan so I have the afternoon all to myself, only taking care of Arnolds knee once in a while.

Its just real cool here now.  We wear our jackets most of the time.  I was cool in church this morning  I took my spring coat to the cleaner & havnt gotten it yet.  Mother crocheted a big rug for me its about 5 ft. in Diameter.

Eggs are 30 cents here & pullet eggs 16 cents.  Mother feeds the chickens or furnishes the feed & I do the work then we divide the money.  Don't you think thats pretty good?  I only wish they were laying first.

I hope you didn't feel hurt on account of your place?  I was just kidding you.

There is afuneral here in town today  a fellow commited sucide, shot himself.  Its the awfullst thing.  There has just been one thing & another happening around here.  A man who was a very good friend of the folks has a stroke has been in bed speachless for 3 weeks, & his wife has a very weak heart  she is in bed part of the time too.  It makes it awfully hard for the family.  I can just sympathize with them cause we've been through that.  I know how wore out I was from sitting in the hospital Day in & Day out.

The highway goes by here now again & is there ever traffic.  Arnold says ___(in German__)  ha ha.  Today was substitute Sun. again so I tride to teach a class again.  You don't have many in church know do you?  We have C.E. tonite, so my evening will be well spent. ha

So I don't write long enough letters?  ha  If I'd write german I could make them long but with few words.  Margaret is planning a wiener roast at the county Lake tomorrow nite.  I hope it isn't as windy as it is now.  

Did you sell all of your cordwood already?  Didn't you get my picture yet?  I almost forget from one letter to the other what I've written.  Were is that long wooden bridge?  You write about all kin of things why didn't you take me to see some of them?  ha ha.  Do you know last year at this time we were in Wash.  Everything was so different last year.

What Do you suppose we'd be doing if I were there or you were here??  What do you think we'll be doing a year from now?  You hope it won't be terrible long till you can hold me in your arms,  What do you call terrible long?

I wan to take a nap this afternoon & write a letter to Esther so I suppose I'll have to close.

Lovingly

Ruth Doris

Postmarked:  Sept 21, 1938  Hillsboro Kans

Sept. 19

Dear Henry:

I'm just fine.  I hope your alright?  I guess it will be about Sun. before you get this letter.

We Had company tonite so its late again before I got started with this.  I had to take Arnold to the Doc. again this afternoon.  Now his right ankel is swollen like the left knee.  I don't know what it is & the Doctor don't seem to either.  This morning I went to Lehigh to sell some wheat for Mother.  I started house cleaning today had all of Esters & my beding out in the sun.  I think it will freeze this nite.  This morn. it was 32 degrees.  Its been so cool for a while I think we'll have to put up our stove.

I'm sorry I guess this will dissappoint you but I'm afraid you'll have to wait a while longer to come & get me.  I must think up a way what to do with Mother.  You know it would be terrible hard on her.  So we have to go easy with everything.  I don't see how anyone could want you to marry your Sister-in-law.  Much less I.  Please don't rush me so for an naswer.  If you do maybe you wouldn't like the answer I gave. ha. ha.  Pete wouldn't be here if we got married,  It'd be awfully nice if he could do it but, in this case I guess it'd haveto be someone else.  By the way you've never written what you promised your Mother & Dad???

There are lots of preachers here  it wouldn't take long to find one.  It wouldn't take long & it would all be over.  ha.

I think you'll have to come over here yet once in between before I can tell you anything definite.  Will you do that??  You'll have to ask Pete weather he'd have you as a brother-in-law or wether he'd marry you?  ha ha.

Sweet dreams,

With Love,

Ruth Doris Hiebert

We had a light frost last nite.  Did you evere get your picture took?

Sept. 20, 1938

Dearest Ruth:

You Say it has turned very cool out there but I cant say that about here yet altho I expect it anytime now.  It did sprinkle a little a couple of times Monday morning but not enough to do any good,  It realy is hotter here now then it was when you were here.

Yes I fixed the chickenhouse for winter and Woelks put more sawdust on the celler outside of that I guess there probily wont be much to fix for renters or oh well you know?

Lenard Woelk is a cousin to Woelk's kids  he run away from home and is here now or rather is in the apple orchard at present.  Dident I tell you already that he offered me $15 for taking him home after apple picking?  if I can find a couple more like him then I should get off pretty cheap shouldent I?

I am going to Pete Unruhs Fri. night  I kinda look around and then tell you about it.

I am not a bit suprised that you do not can very much fruit if it is that high.  Gus & William went to Spokane today & brought more fruit  they also brought Kathryn Peters along to help helen can it, as they brought quite a lot at least it seems like a lot to me 25 boxes full altogether and about 3 pecks of pickles   I believe the pickles will be higher then they are over there  they paid 3 cents per lb.  they could have got them for 1 cent lb. if a person picked them himself.  I also bought 30 cents worth of pickles cucumbers in town today so I guess the cooks will have lots of work for a while.  I will tell you as close as I can just what they paid for each kind of fruit.  they bought it a several diffrent places that is why so many prices.  1 box cling stone peaches for pickling 95 cents (apple box)  2 apple boxes grapes 1 for 95 cents & 1 for 75 cents.  3 apple boxes plums 1, 50 cents 1, 65 cents & 1, 75 cents.  2 apple boxes pears for 50 cents each.  2 tomatoes (also apple boxes) for 75 cents each.  1 more apple box plums for 60 cents and 14 crates (15 lb each) plums for $1.00  they had seen a sign on them on their way in  15 cents & 25 cents a crate so they stoped on their way home after they had all the rest bought already to take a couple of them so the man said give me $1.00 and you can have them all   that really was more they we wanted but they just couldent pass that up so they took them too.  Now dont you wish you were here to can them?  You could eat all you wanted to also.  What do you think of that?  I will tell you in my next letter after the finish canning all of this bunch how many qts we have already  Helen said there must be about 135 qts now.  Pete U. was here today  he said they had around 700 qts canned already so I guess we will be a long ways behind when we have all we want.  We have about 700 or a little over pullets yet  they are laying a little over 200 eggs a day now  I do not know exacly as I havent looked and Mr. Woelk cant remember numbers.  We took 1 case small eggs to Spiret Lake today and got 22 cents a doz. for them,  We pick the big eggs out & get 29 cents a doz. for them.

Yes I think its our affair about our Friendship or whatever you call it and I realy like the way you feel about it.  but I kinda like to talk about things that my heart is full of that is why I asked your premission to let a little run over once in a while.  I realy think some of the folks I was together with could see I had something inside me I had a awful hard time to keep from coming out as the saing goes,  "What the heart is full of the mouth runs over".  I dont mean that I want to tell them our personal affairs but that I finily have met up with a girl that I realy can agree with in very many things.  As for as me being rich the only things I might be rich in is Grace of God and Love  I realy think I have a lot of that if you think that is sufishant then I might fill the bill but as far as earthly riches are concerned I do not think I am rich.  a lot of people around here think I am but they are mistaking  I hope you do not think that.  Do you?  I expect to have enough to be able to make a nice living as long as we try but that is all.  Pets have told me very little about you anyway after you were here last.  Marie told me about 1 yr. ago you realy were a very good girl and would make a good wife for me but I just laughed at her then so I guess she gave up all hopes about it right away.  I realy cant blame them  I guess they think I am terrible hard to please so they dont want to have anything to do with it, as several around here have tried to pick for me and never had anyluch  I just laughed at them.  But I dident know you well enough befor now  the picture looks a lot diffrent to me about you but as far as the others are concerned I still feel the same about them.  I guess I already told you some of my Idias about Furniture in my last letter   as for a house I realy tought the same as you  the size dident count so much but I hope to have a neat home which we can call our own  also a nice neat loveable wife that realy cares about keeping the home nice and cozy or a place where I always like to come to and know my loved one or ones are waiting for me .  of corse I expect to do my part.  Another thing I have always said is I'm going to marry a low german girl and talk it at home too.  I would like to keep it to  if possible would that suit you to?  or would that be something you woudent promise me?  I realy think we won't argue about it but would like to hear if you agree to it or not.  Oh yes a Diamond ring would look very nice.  but does it realy do any good?  Kathrine S. has not come back yet.  I am glad you can read my writing  I can read yours very good.  

From the bottom of my Heart

With Love

Henry D. Hiebert

We had company several times to bother me from writing tonight so I'll write more next time when I have more time.

Postmarked:  Sept. 23, 1938 Newport, Wash.



Sept. 22, 1938

Dearest Ruth:

I was very glad to get your nice long letter today.  I'm sure glad you write long letters if I ask you so please keep it up.  I realy dont know if I got aquainted with "that" girl or not anyway I havent fond (sic) any girl yet that I would put on the same level with my Sweet Heart so you dont need to worry that I'll for get you or that I'll loose my head over Evelyn or any other girl as far as that goes, at least not as long as we get along as nice as we do now.

I for myself make a big diffrence between playing Games and dancing.  I dont dance & never have what I call dancing, but I don't say that I do some things that are wrong.  I believe it can also be over done very easily in playing games and I realy think that that also holds good in playing cards.  I personaly never play cards but I do not say that it can't be done without doing wrong.  So I realy think we will be able to agree on all those little things.  Don't you?  Who told you I tought that was wrong?  or did you just guess it?  Yes I think that is a good proposion you have with your Mother even better then we do  We paid for the chicks and then Woelks have to pay 1/2 of all the expences from there on and now I am going to get them to move off of the place as soon as we can get ready to move on the place ourself.  Anyway that is my plan at present but I might change it pretty soon as Mother & Mrs. Dave Hiebert are here now, (they just came also Mrs. Fast & Mrs. Pete Balzer) and Mother wrote me already that she & Anna wanted to sell their part of that place so I guess maybe I'll find out very soon what they want for it and so on.  My how I wish you were here now so we could talk it over and dicite together what we want to do but now that you are so far away I am not sure if I'll be able to get your opions first before I make a deal but if it dose not suit me very good I wont make a deal in a big hurry so I will take time to tell you about it first.  I do not get hurt so easy I only was afraid that you understood me wrong and then later you might tell me I told you diffrent then it was and I wanted to head that off.  I sure hope I dont tell you anything about me or what I have that you find diffrent later or as the aying goes whenit is to late.

What was that mans name that shot himself?  No we do not have very many in church now days tonite there were 13 at the bible study.  Jake Wittenbergs are back too.  They said that apple picking wasn't going to amount to much until Oct. 1st so they came back to see about logging and that is soposed to start Mon. the 6th then we can finish our little job too.    I am glad of that and I believe that will allso help us to get more work with our dozer.  We are working with it now just a little job where we'll probily make $65.00 or so.  We realy were soposed to get it done today but the bridge they made wasn't strong enough so when I tried to cover it up I smashed it flat, it was a colvert made out of 2 x 2s only 1 ft high but we had to give up anyway for today as it was 5 oclock already.

I wish I were there at that wiener roast.  I could race with you who gets the most.  ha, ha.

No we haven't sold very much of our cordwood yet possible 100 cords sence you were here and I hope or rather think we have over 1000 cords left maybe 1200 so I guess we will have some left next spring yet.

Sure  I got those Beautiful Pictures but not until last Sat. so you must have had my letter just the same day that I got the pictures.

That wooden bridge is close to Sand Point Idaho.  I had never been over it myself befor.  But if you will give me another chance I take you around some more the next time you come over here.  Hows that is there a chance to make up for "lost could have beens" ?  I sure hope to make up on Love & its plesent expresions and if you'll let me I also hope to get a lot of kisses I cant get now.  You seem to not like to write about it as I have asked a few questions about ___?  Oh well I guess its alright just the same. 

Say Sweetheart are you setting a trap for me by asking what I think we'll do a year from now?  ha, ha, I realy could not say very well as you haven't promised me yet to be my "Dear Wife" but I hope you will befo long, I guess I am a poor man at Proposing dont you think so too?

I think if we were together now I would injoy myself to my hearts content and hope you would too.  Altho at this time of the day or night I sopose you would send me home if I were still there.  its 11:15 here now.  After a year form now I hope we are Happily married & settled down on our own place.  Now I did tell you just exaly what I think.  Will you please tell me what you think about the same?  If It isent rushing you too much I would like to find out when you think you'll be ready for the great wedding day to take place.  the reason I would like to know a while ahead of time is partly so I can let Woelks know when I want posetion of the placer.  But the Biggest is so I can count the days how long it is still I can be with you for good.  I guess It will seem terrible long to me befor I do get the chance to take you in my arms but I kinda hope it will be this year yet.  What do you think of that?  Say do you ever read between the lines too?  I try to a lot of times but I am not always sure I dont make mistakes.  But I at least amagin I see a lot of (drew a heart)s between the lines when I read your sweet letters.  Mine seems to swell a lot of times as I write.  I think I'll have to close for tonight so Good Night Sweek Dreams and think of me sometim Please.

Your True Lover

Henry D. Hiebert

Fly Letter Fly and bring

that very sweet reply.  Will you?

(Enclosed in the above envelope was the following  undated letter from Marie)

Dear Ruth.  Hoping you will not be mad at us for this note.  We hear a lot about you & Henry Hiebert .  He is a man that cannot keep a secret.   He even said so.  As it sounds you are quite deep in love with him.  But it makes Pete & me just tarrable blu to think you marring that man.  I hope you understand.  It is not that we wanto pick your companion but we think if you realy new him and his family you would look for sonting better.  I feel here just like Dad did as Edd went with that Elizabeth Friesen Henryes cousen.  I think you can find somting more respectable.  I do not wanto say he is wicked or anything like it.  But that hole Femly has somting that I could never put up with and as much as I know you you cannot eather.  Pete & I eather did not know you as we left but we have sure lernd to admire & love you the times you where here.  And we are not flattring we are concernd about you.  One minister that has known them going from one place to the other said Mrs. Hiebert and her family are just trubble makers.  Pete has had close dealings with them he also knows them in the finencle ways.  As him knowing his bible he knows it their way  I could tell you things what they belive it would make you thinker stop for a second it did mine.  Rev Kaufman had a long talk with him one night  he capt him in church and brought him home at 11 o'clock he was shocked what that man was tinking.

That hole femly has know pride.  I was ashamed of him the other night as S.S. Supertendent he is to lead teachers meeting.  Come just as dirty as he could be.  Its that way iwth the hole bunch.  My Dear girl I hope you will consider this thing very sencerley.  Married life is not only rosy with a Decent man.  I wish you will understand we write this to you becuse we Dearly love you and know Henry for 10 years we know what we are talking about.

And if you feel it is your choice.  All we can do to wish you Gods Richest blessing.  I just felt like it was my duty to write to you.  I do beleve there now on in the intire femily that thnk more of you then Pete & I do.

Your loving Sis Maria

Hillsboro, Kansas



Sept. 22

Dear Henry:

I've only had one letter this week.  I wonder why?  Well maybe I'll have one tomorrow.

I'm to take the car up town tomorrow to get the generator fixed & a new oil filter put on.  The weather has turned to a little warmer than it was the Last week.

Say was that A. Wiens ever ordained as a Mennonite Brethern minister?  I heard he should be?  I read an articel in the "__________" (illegible) today that made me wonder.  Do those John Wiebe's Jr. belong to the Penecostal Church??  Some of her relatives here have been asking us about it & we didn't know.  Do you know?

Has Kathryn S. came back from Mont. ? or is Frank going to get her?

Mother is feeling fair now.  I talked to the doctor about pulling her teeth the other day.  He said he thought it would be better if she kept her teeth.  I think hes afriad she'll get sick from it so I won't encourage her to have them pulled.

Our school is putting out an exhibit at the fair on Oct. 4 to 7 in Hillsboro.  They wanted me to help tonite but Mother wanted me to stay home so I didn't go.  Guess I'll get a chance to help later on.  Its quite a bit of work.

We have our quarterly Church Business meeting tomorrow nite I guess I'll have to go there.

The other day when I was at Margaret & Dans I brought 2 "wish books" (catalogs) along.  ha.  Now you can imagine what I'm doing.

Friday

I got your letter today.  Its awfully warm again.  Yes I can play the organ well enough to learn songs & also the time.  I've taken some music so that I can get along quit well.  Mrs. Kliewer plays well doesn't she?  Why dont you suppose you could lead a choir.  There's nothing like trying.

I havn't decided just what kind of silver I want.  I want a service for 12 that would be about 53 pieces.  I saw one for $54.  My sister has one that costs $75 but I know I'll never own a good one like that.  

I enjoyed our S.S. lesson very much last Sun. I tought a class of Fresh. Sophmore girls.

Whats the matter with all the Deer Park people?  Are they falling away from there Mennonitism?  Don't you know practice makes perfect.  ha ha.

We are both married women & single girls in our Society, but the married women are all just young.  Last year at the fair they cleared over $250 with our lunch stand.  Hope we can do good again this year.  We only serve 2 days this year  last year they served 4 days.  I don't know wether I'll be clark or dishwasher.  ha ha.  I suppose you will never forget about that piece of pie.  ha ha.  

I don't make nothing out of my cow only I get the calf.  It'll be ready for market in 2 or 3 weeks.  I hope I make good with it.

Why don't you describe your house to me?  Is there a big or little kitchen? or is the kitchen & dinning room in one?  How many bed rooms does it have?

News is scarce so I must ring off & get to work.

Lovingly,

Ruth Doris.

Sept. 25, 1938

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I am sure glad you are fine.  I certainly agree with you threre.  I believe I am too?  Anyway I feel good.  That is to bad about Arnold  I hope he gets better soon, also your Mother's let how is it by now?  Frank had his 2nd carbunkle already and it is about better too.

You are doing what Mother said was nessary with my Bedding to put it out in the sun once I told her I dident even know what all there was in that big box where she put my bedding.  I guess she will put them out one of these days.  We have pretty nice weather here now we could use a little rain but I would just as soon if it dident rain much until we got our logging job done  it will only take 3 or 4 days I think.

listen, Sweetheart  I am a little disappointed alright but still I guess its the best the way you feel, as I will probily be pretty busy for a while and I'll have to get a hold of some more money too before I can come and get you.  If there is something that you are not sure yet if you will have me I be glad to wait a while longer and if it is something that I can tell you about I'll be glad to tell the truth about it.

You know I feel a lot diffrent about you and the answer I get from you then I maybe should but I realy believe you will give me the right answer no matter what it will be I just cant bring myself to be afraid it will be wrong.  I am sure glad you don't think I should have to marry Dave's wife.  Thanks a lot.

What makes you so sure that Pete wont be present at our wedding?  he might take a trip and be there just then.  ha ha.

I have been holding back what I promised my folks on account I was not sure if you would approve of it and I taught if I could tell it to you some time instead of writing I was sure I could explain it to you much better and then I believed you would agree with me.  But since you have asked me outright I will tell you.  The whole thing in a nutshell is that I would never marry a diffrent girl then a low german speaking one and keep it up too.  Altho that is not in anyway our religion.  I will do a little explaining now but if you have any questions about it please aks them.  I have been admonished in tears lots of times especialy during the war time and a lot of times since.  My folds read the bible and also a lot of other Mennonite books and papers and we have lived in a lot of diffrent places where there were only a little group and then we have had lots of diffrent Ministers stay at our house so the folks talked with them about the times how everything seemed to indicate that we were near the workd's end.  I have listened to them many times and I sure believe they had great reasons to tell us how we should live and how we should meet diffrent difficulties in our life so they did it many times in tears and at diffrent times they would ask us to promise which we most genarly did, But it seemd like they had more trouble about me in one respect then with all the rest, I had the good luck of finding so many good friends and then the folks were always afraid I might get the notion to get married to one of them and then I would be alone in a strange surrounding or in a worldly family and then I would be apt to forget or dispise the way they had tought me so they took great pains in driving home some of the most important things.  Maybe you wont be able to see how this explains the question of the german but as near as I can tell about the rest of what they had me promise you and I agree on that so the question about the speaking is the only one I am in doubt about.  I have asked you that too but you have not had time to answer it yet  I realy tought you wouldent ask me about the promises until I had your answer for that question too and then I would know just how you felt about the whole thing.  I sure hope we dont get into a disagreement about this  I feel sure if I could have talked to you about it instead of writing we would have stayed on good terms all the way thru.  I do realy think you wont disagree so bad that we will have any trouble about it and if you would rather if I come over there befor you give me an answer I guess I'll be there & then we can talk over a lot of things that we cant write.  Well we have a lot of company at the other house so I will quit for this time.  Maybe I'll write some more tonight.  

So Goodby.  With lots of Love & Kisses,

Herbert D. Hiebert

(The following letter was undated and included in the envelope with  the one for Sept. 25)

Good Evening Sugarlump:  Well I must come to see or rather visit with you a little while yet if you can spare a few minutes can you?  I am going to take a chance at it anyhow.  I wish you were here now so I could injoy myself a while yet.  What do you think.  I was at Petes and so I went along with Pete to milk after the boys all had gone in I asked him about if he would have me for a Brother-in-law.  I had already asked him what he would charge to marry me and he said Oh I have no set price so when I asked him about becoming his Brother-in-law he said if I have to come to Kans. I would charge you plenty, then we would be real Brother-in-laws.  ha, ha.

But he or they seem to not believe at all that there is any danger or chance that we will get married in the near future.  If I hadent told Pete today what I did I think they would still think I would forget you pretty soon so you can see what kind of opinion they have of us  I also amagin they remember that you were not haveing any love affirs or havent you ever told them about that?  At least I sure am suprised at them.  I believe they think if it was serious I would have had to go see you befor now.  do you think so too?

Well I am figuring on coming over there some time this winter this year yet if I can make it.   If you keep up your good work of tempting me to come over I think It will take a great lot to keep me from coming, but if you should get tired of me or kick me out then I guess I will rather stay away from there.  I sure hope you dont do the last. ha, ha.  I sure am glad we got started in our courtship when we did as there are so many new girls coming into this country that if I dident know you I might try to go with one of them thinking there were no girls any more like you  in fact I had already given up of  ever finding one like you befor I got acquainted with you.    Pete told the girls in S.S. today they soon would have the boys wipped.  there were more girls in class today then boys.  there were 73 in church today so you see there are a lot of new ones here befor there were only 79 on the inrollment.    3 of the new girls and Mrs. Ed. Regier sang a quartett in church today and Pete said that was the best ladies quartett he had heard for a very long time that is pretty good isent it?  Then there are 2 more picking apples that expect to be here all winter or I do not know how long.  I sopose they are suprised that we do not come over and make the best of it while the other boys are in the apple country.  but I guess as long as I do not lose out with you I get along without their company  of corse I try to be friendly with them as I try to be friends with all I can dont you think that is a good idia?  That is what the Preacher said today.  he told us of 2 men  1 had been rich and the other poor.  in their youth they had been pals and then the one had become rich and the other had worked for him almost all his life.  they had both grown to be very old men the rih living in a big castle just accross the road from the Poor man so he saw the Poor man recived lots of caompany in his house so he went to see him too and asked how come.  the answer was be not decived  God will not be mocked for what a man sews that will he reap.  You dispised your friends for a nickle and you have lots of money  I dident but made all the friends I could  now I have friends and you have money.  So I hope to gain something too by making friends with all I possibly can.  I had my picture taken last Sunday but I only have that one snaped yet on a new roll so I guess it might be a couple of weeks yet befor I get the roll full and the pictures made but I will send you some of them when I get them done.  It seems like I can hardly find things I am intressed enough to take a picture of.  I sure would like to take a picture of you tho.  By the way have you asked your mother what she thinks of you getting married  if she thnks you ought to stay with ehr a while longer or if she thinks you can marry as soon as you like?  Its your business as far as that goes but I kinda like to make it mine also if you dont mind do you?  I wouldent want to rush you into marring befor you are ready but if there is alittle or no advantage in putting off I would like to have it happen this winter some time.  What do you think of that?  I have told you everything openly as far as I know so Please answer the ???  You know the answers for will you?  OXOOOOOOO.

Your True Lover

Henry D. Hiebert

I noticed you started signing your name with Hiebert again.  I kinda tought you were leaving it off so it would be more like a change?  ha, ha, ha.  If you are Mrs. H. D. Hiebert you were invited for that wedding in Lehigh today.  Ha, ha, ha.  that is what the letter said.  Mrs. H. D. Hiebert & family.

Postmarked:  Hillsboro, Kans. Sept 27, 1938


Sun. nite

Dear Henry:

just a line tonite.  We are having our S. S. Business meetting tonite so I don't have much time any more.  You know we have our change of classes when the quarter is over just after shool starts.

Its very warm again.  But the nites are quite cool.

A very close friend of ours Mr. Martin Jost passed away.  His funeral is Wedensday.  Mother spent this morning with Mrs. Jost.

Say!  how much would it take to buy out the other shares on your house??  Would it be a big sum?  You know what mother said today?  She said now she wasn't scared I'd leave, but if you'd come over then she'd begin to wonder what would become of the whole thing.  ha ha.

Mon.

I got your letter today.  I didn'tget to finish this last nite as our meetting lasted longer then I expected.  You know they gave me a job.  I don't know if I'm able to do that.  I'm assistant teacher in the kindergarten.  I've never been able to get along with youngsters very well.  But I guess I can try.  Its only once a month or so.  Not so bad I suppose.

You now Margaret gave me an idea yesterday.  She said why I didn't start a dinner set.  Then they could give me presents & fill the set out.  Not a bad idea is it?

If you bring a car full of people down here a trip down here shoudn't cost much.  When is apple picking over?  I don't suppose you could get away at Christmas time because your S.S. Supertendent.  What would I want to can so much fruit for 2 people?  ha ha.  I wish we had more gfruit to can but its pretty high after its shipped here from Wash.  Pete & Marie will realy be able to eat some canned goods?

No I don't think your exactly rich, but you have a few things you can call your own thats a lot more than some people have.

Well do you suppose I'd make a neat lovable wife??  As far as keeping the home neat & clean that is always my first concern now & I suppose I could or would be more so if it was my own.  But what would be the use of speaking low German??  You live among people there that use mostly the English language.  We still us it at home, but thats all.  Our friends all speak English, most of the family does.  In church we have most everything  English.

Its awfully warm today looks like we might have some rain.  I hope so.  Arnold is getting better.  Hes not able to work yet but I think he will soon.  His brother from Emporia was here Saturday.

I have to bake Zwiebach today for the hospital gift day tomorrow & tomorrow I halfto bake some more for the funeral Wed.  I wanto Iron this afternoon so I must ring off for this time.

Say!  Why don't Gus get merried if shes there most of the time anyhow.  ha ha.

Lovingly,

Ruth Doris.

Sept. 27, 1938

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I guess the reason you dident get any more letters is that I dident get any more myself because I have written a ltter every time I recived one for a coupld of weeks anyway.  But I noticed it too that you would only get 2 last week I dident like that very well but I let it slip right by.  this week you will get 3 so I'll try to manage so you'll get 3 next week too altho I guess I'll have to write in between letters from you but then it will be more the same every week dont you think that will be better?

As far as I know Mr. A. Wiens has never been ordained in anyway.  just a little while ago __ John Wiebes were still Mennonites and I believe they still are.  Kathrine S. is still in Mont.  She is planing to come home on the bus when she finishes her job there but most likly it will be 2 or more weeks yet.  When my mother had all her teeth pulled she got very sick and it seemed like it did no good either so I believe maybe it is better if your Mother keeps her teeth as lon as possible.  

I sure am glad you can play the organ.  Say I have an old one that isent very good but I hasve seen a lot that are ______  I paid 5.00 for it do you think you would care for one like that at all?  or would you rather if I sold it now?  I might be able to ge $2.50 for it from H.A. Woelks.  Since you think I mgiht be able to lead a chior I'll try unless I get cold feet to soon. ha, ha.

I have heard that a lot of times bout practice making perfect  I hope to get at least somethings that way.  ha, ha.

The job that we had at Blanchard that I told you would be about $65.00 for us made $71.00 then we had another at Newport where we made $70.00 Sat. & Mon.  We were soposed to start putting our logs in Mon. but we finished the other job first so we started today got 2 loads in after moving the Bulldozer over & getting started I tought that wasent bad at all that was $30.00 worth.  tomorrow we figure on 3 loads that will be better  we hope to finish all off of the hill this week.  the road is a lot better now then when I took you up there hardly any dust but I guess it will be plenty dusty befor we are thru.  My house has 4 rooms the kitchen and Dinning room are in 1 about 12 by 20, 2 bed rooms about 10 x 10 and 1 front room or Parlor 16 x 16.  the last is a new addsion then on top or in the attic is where we boys slept & had our close but that isent finished out at all but has 2 windows 1 in the W. end & 1 in the E. end.  it has a porch on the S.E. corner about 8 x 16 and a screen porch on the N.E. corner about 8 x 16 with a close closet or ather with shelves all the way accross the W. end 8 ft. with 4 doors in it if I can remember right.  There is only 1 close closet in the house about 2 x 2 ft. and another shelf closet about 1 1/2 x 3 ft. & a builtin cabinet there is carpet in the 2 bed roome & K & D. room in the last it is in bad shape tho in the Parlor the floor is stained & it needs new paint or something so Mother said anyway.  Woelks use it for a bedroom & parlor together.  There is above the ground celler about 12 x 16 ft inside with shelves all long 1 side.  The chicken house is 24 x 108 ft.  The Brooder house 16 x 76 each has 4 units & a grainry in the middle.  the Barn is 32 x 44 ft it is in 3 parts.  the hay barn in the middle is 16 x 32 14 ft. high. to the roof.  the cow barn & woodshed on the W. side is 12 x 32 ft.  6 ft. on the low side & the grage on the E. side is 16 x 32 also 7ft. on the low side.  the well is in the middle of the yard 30 ft. deep with lots of good water we have a Elitric pump in it too.  Also Electric light in all the buildings.

It freezes a little almost every night here at Tweedie now  it is quite cool nights but today when we were chopping limbs form the loggs I sure could work up a good sweat so I guess it must not be very cool in the day time altho if we sat down in the shade when we were tired it sure felt cool right away.  did you think I never got tired?  Id but I can get usto work so it dose not tire me near as much after I get into it then when I begin a new kind.

If I had known that I would want a silver set I could have gotten one for $15 cervice for 6 Guegine Wm. Rogers 25 years Garenteed & a day & night field glass 6 power along with it at a cusins just befor I got aquainted with you isent that to bad I dident know?  I had the money too then.  Say Sweetheart your kisses must be worth millions because you haven't sent me even a teenie weenie one yet.  Ha, ha.  

With lots of Love and _____???  May I?

Your lover

Henry D. Hiebert

Hillsboro, Kans.





Sept. 27

Dear Henry

Recieved your welcome letter today.  They sure kept me going today.  I went to Hillsboro once & to Lehigh 2 times.  Then this evening we went to Eds.

I'm not worried that you'll lose your head over some girl there.  I have more confidents in you than that.

Did you know my brother Rubens wife was a relative of yours?  Whatever you decied to do about the place will be alright I'm sure.  You know better than I do what thats worth.

That man who shot himself was Arthur Knook (or Knaak).  He was one of our German people. 

If you'd have been at our wiener roast I'm sure you'd have eaten more than I did.  I wasn't feeling well.  I had a head cold so I didn't eat but 2 winers.

I don't promise a lot of kisses to you.  I guess thats what you'll have to do.  ha ha.  I might give you one big one as a present.

I hope its all right with you because I asked Esther this question, "If I got married in 6 months or a year from now wether she'd come home to stay with mother."  She said she would, So that settles one question.  Doesn't it??

Well I couldn't tell you when I'd be ready.  I sure wish you'd come over before I promise?  There are some things I would rather talk over with you than put on paper.  I'm sure we'd both come to terms & understand better.  Oh!  Woelks don't have to know to long ahead of time.  Do you think?  1 or 2 months should be enough?  You say I shall think of you sometime?  Well I think I do that to often.  This evening I went to the barn & wanted to milk when I wanted to start I forgot the buckets by the house.  ha ha.

Tomorrow is Mr. Josts funeral & I help in the kitchen so I guess I must get some sleep.

Is your mother still there?  Did they all come on one car?  Did your buy our place already?  ha ha.  When are you coming over?  Are you coming for my birthday??  ha ha.

With love and kisses

Ruth Doris

Sept. 29

Dearest Ruth:

You know I would like it much better if I could come & see you about 2 times a week then this writing.  It is very hard to get it straighten out that you get my letters regelar or on the same days of the week and so I dont either I most generaly count 8 or 9 days from when I mail a letter here  I have a reply but since I do not allways write on the same days I do not always know when it is the day to get my letter from you.  Which days of the week would you prefer to get letters from me?  It would suit me the best to mail them here on Mon. Wed & Fri. then you would get them on Fri, Mon & Tue.  I could rather mail 1 on Sat. then Fri. then you would get it Wed instead of Tue. but if it dose not make any diff. to you then I guess we can let it go like we have so far.  I guess I'll only write a short letter today as the light is getting very dim already & it is raining and so I do not like to go get gas to put in the light plant to charge the batteries.

We have been busy logging sence tue. have about 17,000 ft. in by now.  Yesterday we got $50.00 worth in & today about $45.00.  We had some trouble today tho.  When we have trouble we get tired of it very soon but I guess we will get it done some time I sure hop so.  We had a chance to get another job logging but we told him we'll be glad when we get our job finished so we do not look for more, I think it will rain enough so we will not be able to haul any logs for a day or two.  The fire season opens Oct. 1 so it is raining now so there will not be much danger of fire after the season opens.  

I hope you will be able to read this it is almost dark already so I must write big so I can see part of it myself.  The woodmarket is getting a little better but it could be a lot better yet  A man was here a couple days ago and wanted to buy all we had but I do not think he has the money to pay for it so we do not want to hold any wood for him that he dose not pay for.  We have shipped 3 carloads to Odessa and 1 to ______ by now.  I guess we will ship it faster soon.  2 trucks haul from here quite often too.  Well I guess if we are a little lucky we may get enough jobs to take care of our payments this year.  We paid one co. in full that we have owed for the last 3 years sometimes as high as $3500.00 at once.  I hope we do not have to make any more big loans anyway.

There is Bible study today but we had a breakdown & so we got home by the time it should start and we had no supper yet and long wiskers besides having to clean up and dress diffrent so there wasent much chance to get there befor closing time.

There is a chance that we or one of us boys will go to Ore. with a truckload of furniture.  I hope we get out of it but we told Mrs. Fast & Mrs. Dave Hiebert we would haul it over there if they could get no other way so I think they plan on us to take it there for them.  I would a lot rather go to see you ten make 2 trips to Ore. if we do take it over I sopose we will have to make 2 trips with the pickup.  if you cant read this letter send it back & I will copy it again so you'll know what I wanted to tell you.

I hope I get a letter from you tomorrow.  Will I?  



Your lover

Henry D. Hiebert

Good night Sweet dreams

Do you ever dream of me?

Hillsboro, Kansas




Sept. 30

Dear Henry.

Recieved your letter this morning.  Don't missunderstand me about being fine.  ha.  I don't know just how to answer this letter.

Arnold is getting better.  Mother is fair, she has a cold now.

So your awfully disapointed in me are you?  Thats to bad but in these letters you just can't put it the way you would like to.  There isn't much chance for Pete to take a trip. ha. ha.

Things look kinda dark just now, with war threatening all around.  But God knows whats best.  I don't doubt a bit but that everything will be for the best.

Well I am a low German girl what more do you want.  ha.  As to keeping it up I'm not just so sure on that.  We'll have to argue that out some time.  ha ha.

Petes won't say anything.  They just won't have it said after a while that they were the cause of our getting married.  I had a most wonderful long talk with Pete the morning before we left them in Sash.

So there a lot of girls around there tempting you?  ha ha.  Well the saying goes yield not to temptation!  ha.

It certainly is nice if you have such a large group in church.  Do you have someone to play for the singing?

I bet you couldn't guess what I'm doing?  I'm quilting a baby quilt. ha.  Margaret is making it for Dan's sister.

Wouldn't it be awful if we got married I couldn't even change my name? ha.  No!  I havn't asked my mother, but I don't suppose she'd raise a big fuss.  I wrote you what Esther said didn't I?  I waid one time I wondered who'd work for my wedding?  I had worked for all the rest then she said she would.  They'ed bake aqieback & butcher a calf & everything else.  ha.  Well I told her I didn't want a big wedding.  The smaller the better for me.

I have an idea.  I'll tell you about it  I don't know if you'll like it or not??  Why don't you come to Kans. The later part of Oct. or early in Nov. Stay here for 3 or 4 weeks.  Then if we can settle that important question, you go home.  Then you can come & get me some time in spring.  (April or May)  How does that sound to you?  Isn't it fair enough?  or wouldn't we be able to get married that soon on account of finances??

I've picked my dinner set.  its a cream color with a gold border & some flowers.  Its imported china.

I have 2 rooms to clean yet so I'll havto skip.  Mother & Dan's went to Newton to pay interest.  Its almost dinner time I think we'll have bourst for dinner.

Ask all the questions you want & Ill try & answer them.  Hoping to hear from you again soon.

Lovingly

Ruth Doris

Oct. 1, 1938

Dearest Ruth:

How Sweet of you to write me such lovely letters.  My how I wish I could be with you and would I express my self?  I would take you in my arms and hugh!  how I would squeeze my Sweet Ruth.  Do I think you would make a neat loveable wife?  I sure do.  I am sorry to hear that you had the sad experience of loosing one of your dear friend by death, but that does not last forever if we all follow our Savior Juses Christ.

Mother & Annie had planed on getting $1000.00 each out of their shares of our ranch but I old them that was too much at least as times were right now but if they could sell theirs for that much I would sell mine too because I dident want to pay intrest on $2000.  That would make $80.00 a year and that was too much for me.  So they decited to keep it a while yet if I wanted to move into it myself soon.  They dident like to have Woelks live in it.  of corse if I can figure out a way to buy out their shares that will suit them very well.  If I come over there then we will talk it over.  I think I could buy their shares on no intrest basis but I did not ask them and I would like to think if over a little yet and if possible talk it over with you too befor I make them an offer.  I am pretty sure they will except whatever I offer them.  

I think your Mother probily has a pretty good idia what might happen when I come over as I was told by Mr. H. H. Kliewer once.  Old people can see more things ahead then you young folks can think of.  so if she is like that too then I wonder what she can see?  ha ha.  I sopose a lot of things??

I had the impresion that you got along very well with Petes youngersters dident you?  I believe you will make it fine.

That might be a good idia to start a dinner set then they will at least know what patytern you like.

I d not know when apple picking will be over but I sopose by the 1st of Nov.  I do not know just what to tell you about when I will be able to come over as a man talked to Gus today and said how much work he had lined up for us and if we get all of that and another job that we figure on very much, then we might not get them in time forme to get there for your Birthday but I sure would like to be there by then, another thing that kinda makes it hard is if I should be chior leader and I have been the Auctioneer on the Ladies sewing aid sale every Thanksgiving day for the last 7 years except 1933 they had it Oct. 29 because we were going to leave to Kansas Oct. 30 & they tought it couldent be without us.  so I will have to tell you later when I will come if we can work with the Bulldozer for 2 or 3 days that would pay for the trip very easy and that would be better along.  As I would not be able to tell them how long I would stay and not tell them much ahead of time when I will leave as I'm out to earn all the money I can dont you think that is a good idia?  Then when the busy time is over I am ready to go in a day or so it wouldnent take me long to get ready to go.  I think there is no use to bother writing about that German.  I'll tell you when I see you and I am sure we'll agree without much arguing maybe its all over already but if it isent don't worry as nicely as we have agreed on all other points I am sure we wont have any trouble over that.

I sure am glad you have so much confidence in me  I do not expect to give you any cause to loose it.  do you think that will be hard for me to keep?  ha ha.

Gus dose not think that Katherine is here most of the time.  but I do think he believes she is a little too young yet that is why they do not get mattied yet.  You know I braged a little too soon that I answered every letter befor I got another as I recived a letter from you yesterday and today again and I hadent answered your yesterdays letter yet.  I did plan on but there was meeting in church in the evening.  Mother and my sisters & sis-in-law & family wanted to leave at 4:00 o'clock this morning so I wanted to talk to them a little yet then the Preacher Jake Neufields from Inman Kans. were here.  She was my German School teacher when I was 8 years old so they came over here for the night too and then it got very late without any time to write.  Frank started to write but only got about 5 or 6 lines.  Well it is getting late now too so I think I will have to leave some for tomorrow.

Those Neufields had their 3 boys and 1 girl along too.  the two oldest a boy & girl were thru the 8th grade already but the youngest was only 8 or so.  & at least that is waht I rought.  We took Mr. ____ 3 boys along up the hill and showed them how we loaded logs that sure was news to them the rest all injoyed it except the smaller one was scared a lot.  "Good night"  I hope I dream of you again tonight Sweetheart.

Sunday afternoon

Here I am just begining to write and right now a car full of company drives up.  Oh well they go to the Stone building so maybe I'll be able to write for a little while yet.  It seems to me that I did hear that Ruben had married a Pete Hieberts girl is that right?  if it is not, please tell me who it is.

It is a question if I had eaten more wieners at your wiener roaast then you as I have a great simpity streak some times and if I had seen you did not feel good it might have taken all my apetite away.

If you say its up to me to give kisses I sure am going to do my best to fill the Bill. ha ha, but I am going to try to get you to give a few good ones back anyway.  I sure am looking forward to the time when I'll get that "Big one."  Sure its alright with me that you asked Ester ((do you remember that I said I read between the lines?) about taking your place there with your mother if you got married.  I read in a or 6 months or a year.  ha ha.  I sure am glad you did that I guess that will make it a lot easier for you and also might make a big diffrence in the time when we can get married.  I wish I knew just what I'll know by Christmas dont you wish that too?  That will be alright with me if you want to talk with me first befor you say the big word only I hope I wont get stuck when I ask you then.  Will you pull me out if I do???ha ha.  I guess I'll be able to fix things up with Woelks alright.  

Say are you sure that you were thinking of me that made you forget the buckets? ha, ha, did you think that would be my way?  Well I have done that to some times, I dare say I think of you more than 25 times in 24 hours as I do think of you a great deal.  Am I over doing it too do you think? ha ha.

I just cant help but think how nice it will be when I'll be with you and whats more that you'll be all my own.  You know it realy makes me wish more then 1 eay, I would like to be able to go see you as soon as possible and I also would like to be as busy as long as possible so we will have enough money to get married and buy our Furniture so I do not hardly know which I wish the most as I intend to visit my Brother in Okla too when I am there and aslo some of my other ralatives and then it will take more then 2 weeks for me to go there and come back.  Oh, well  I am not worried.  We have always had time to visit when we wanted to so I'll have time now too unless something unseen turns up  I'll be there before Christmas and believe me I sure am going to have the greatest business night with you.  I figure on if I come alone I am going to your place first and if we come to such agreements that you would care to go along with me on some of my other visits then that would suit me just fine.  do you think you would care to?  say go along with me to Okla?  Oh you wont have to answer that now if you do not care to there will be enough time for that when I am there.  I think I better go see my company a little while now.  I believe I'll write a little more after C.E. tonight.  Good evening.  now I am back from C.E. so I'll finish my letter its only 9 oclock.  It is tundering out side and started to rai a little as I came home it looks like it might rain quite a bit tonight, I hope it dose not rain very hard till we get the logs off of the hill if it dose we will have to leave them I guess.

There sure was a beautiful moon for a while tonight.  that sure made me lonesome for you.  I just looked at the calander and it looks like there will be no moon shine by the time your birthday will be.  isent that too bad??  I do hope it will shine part of the time when I am there dont you? 

We had a rather nice program tonight it could have been better as there were too many left out but I injoyed it anyway.  Emil Dalkes were back from the apple harvest so they brought Helen Kliewer along she is going to take Mrs. Regiers place and let her go along to the apples.  I heard that the Wiens boys could not make any thing picking so they had other jobs where they got $3.00 a day but they have to pay board out of that which costs them 90 cents a day so I guess they wont get very rich at it.  I also heard that most of the workers at Beebe (where most of the people from here are) have quit so they came up 1 cent per box or bu. now they pay 4 cents, I believe I could lmake better than $7.00 a day at that price and with the bones (?) maybe as high as $10.00 in 1 day. but I do not expect to go this year.

Our pullets are laying about 330 eggs a day already and the eggs are a little bigger too then they were at the beginning.  I was there a little while today it looked like I should be around there more to look after the chickens then I think they would be laying more already and not near as many die.  Mr. Woelk dose not see when they start chasing one hen and biting her he should take them out right wayy and he says that they kill one quite often befor he can take them out.  I'l be glad when we will be on our own place ourselves then we can take care of things the way we please that will help a lot.

Yes those Oregon people were all in 1 car  Well it looks like I will have to ring off as my paper will be all filled up very soon.  

With lots of love & kisses.

Your Lover

Henry D. Hiebert

Round as the ring without an end so is my Love for you my Lovely Friend.

Oct. 3, 1938

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I recived your very wellcome letter today sure was surprised to get it too as I had 1 Sat & 1 Fri. but was very glad to get answer to soon  anyway  only now I guess I wont get none for a long time, will I?  I know just what you ment with being fine only it just suited me to take it the other way ha ha.

What makes you think I am swfully disappointed in you?  I'll tell you the truth I sometimes think:  "I sure wonder how she will take this now" but do you know that I have come to shame by misjudging your answers?  Well not just exaly that but you sure have suprised me many a time with your Sweet answers a lot better  then I realy tought you could understand me as poorly as I could express my self on paper.  I have thanked my Lord many a time when I got a letter from you and you seemed to understand me so well  I realy believe God must reviel it to you a lot betten then I can get it wrote down or dont you find some things pretty hard to understand the way I write it?  I sure am glad that it turned out the way it did about the war aren't you?  I am very glad you are a low German girl and I think a most wonderful one too.  Say it sounds like Petes must be afraid we'll fight and almost wish we dadent married to you think there might be any danger of that??  I sure hope not.  that is one thing I sure hope to be able to keep peace and real love between us at all times.  Oh, maybe we wont allways agreee on every thing without talking it over but I surly think we should not have to fight over it or want to blame some one else for getting us into such life.  Well I must say nobody has talked me into going with you.  Mr. Schroeder has told me a couple of times you would make a good wife for me but that dident make any impresion on me I had heard to much like that befor but when I did get aquainted with you then I was convinced of at least one thing and that was that you sure come a long ways nearer being the girl I realy looked for then any other I had ever gotten aquainted with.  so I'll always know that between you, me and our Lord no body else has had very much to do with our affairs as far as my side is concerned.  I am going to ask you a question that if it should be better for you not to answer it.  I do not expect an answer but if not I really would like to know a little.  Did you ask Pete anything about me?  did he say if he knew more bad about me then good or dident he say anyway or other so you would have to find out for yourself?  As far as I know we (him & I) get along pretty good at least now altho we sure have argued a great deal lots of times but I do not every recall of getting made at it.  He suprised me very much once that I will tell you about sometime but I would not put it on paper.  It realy concerned me more then him, but that dident hurt so very much  it only opened my eyes to something I had never tought of.  I do not think that there girls will tempt me too much.  ha ha.  Oh yes we have lots of payers for our singing now but Sunday we did sing a few songs with out the organ tho. but Norma Kliewer played 3 songs and Selma Dalke played 7 including C.E.  You say you are qulting a baby quilt.  do you know that I have one of them myself?    I do a 4 x 4 ft.  I bought it at a sewing aid sale for $2.25 if I remember right. ha ha.  No I don't think that would be bad at all if we got married about changing your name arent you proud of the name Hiebert?  and you would change to Mrs. H. D. Hiebert too wouldent you?  at least thats the way a paper here comes already for some time and it is paid until March 42.  I got it along with another one and then I told him I had no use for a woman's paper so he said to get it for my wife.  I said o.k.  if you'll send it to her he said leave it to me and thats how it came out. ha ha.  Yes you told me about Ester's Promise.  You sure have a very nice idia about my coming over and then come back later to get you  I do agree that you are very fair for your part but I think we will like it better a little diffrent  I'll try to give you a little idia about it now and when I come over there then we'll plan together  dont you think that is the best??  I realy do expect to be pretty busy all of Oct. and maybe part of Nov. the longer I'm busy the sooner we'll have enough to buy what we need.  Say about how much do you think it will take to buy our Furniture?  do you think it will take over $250.00?  I sopose my trip over there and expenses for the wedding would come to quite a bit too and if we come back here I am sure we'll have to have a after wedding fest here too.  Another think is in spring we will be very busy again beginning about March 1st so if it isent rushing you too much and we have a little more good luck we might be ready sooner then you planed????  Well dont think we wont agree on the time  I believe that will work out very nicely dont you think so too?  as soon as I can tell you anything sure about my coming I will, so you can expect me then we can do a lot better then when we are so far apart.  I sure wish for that time to get around it wont be to soon for me.  I hope you excuse me for not writing Fri. so the letter could have left Sat. I realy am sorry so pleas do.  Will you?  

With all my Love & lots of Kisses,

Your Lover

H. D. Hiebert.

It rained almost all of last night some today and again tonight so we cant log now but we got a order for a car of wood so we are loading it now.  Got a check for it right along with the order.  Pretty good eh?  Henry  

A bad cold caught me yesterday and I have not been able to get rid of it yet.  Hope I will soon. ha ha.

Oct. 6, 1938

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I recived 3 letters in sussion and now 3 days I have not had any so I believe I will write anyway so you wont have the same experience.  I am almost over my cold already and I sure am glad too.  Sunday night I couldent hardly sleep I was awake for 2 or 3 hours after I went to bed but since then I have always been able to go to sleep soon.

Say!  that dinner set you picked must be a beauty, eh?  Do you think you will get it completed with gifts?  about howmuch dose a set like that cost?  it sounds like that would be pretty expensive?  but then I sopose it is so much better too?

We have been pretty lucky to sell cordwood these last few days  I do not recall just how much we sold Mon & Tue. but yesterday we sold $37.00 worth & today $36.65 so if we can keep that up for a while we wwill be out of our worst trouble for a while at least  I went to Newport yesterday and pd. $131.00 on our note there of $366.00 so there is $235.00 left there yet and one in Spokane for $556.00 but if we are a little lucky for a while longer that will soon all be gone and then we will be on our way to a little more peaceful life (I hope) if these truck drivers that are hauling wood from us now had the money they would all like to buy all or most of our wood at once but we can't sell unless we get the money so we just sell a load at a time.  Yesterday & today we sold 4 loads a day there is a chance for even more but nothing sure.  but our pullets are bringing in a little too already we sold about $8.25 worth of eggs in Aug. and $90.00 or a little over in Sept. and this month I think it ought to go over $200.00 if we can keep up getting as good a price for our eggs as we do now.  You know I figered up with Woelks and they owed us $160.00 for feed for the pullets if they can pay us this year I sure will be glad.  Oh, I guess the chickens will pull them out pretty soon if they try, but they owe about $35.00  Grocery bill so they will have to pay that too & live beside so they might not catch up his year.

There sure is a beautiful moon tonight  I sure wish I could be there when the next moon is like this one is now.  But will I???If not I sopose I will be able to stop(?) for the next you sopose?  I asked the boys today  if they wanted to go to Kansas too if I did.  Frank said not this year.  Gus said he didnent know yet he would have to wait till a little closer when the time comes in some ways I wish he would but for some reasons I would rather have the car all to myself when I am there so I can go to see you any time I feel like it and stay there as long as I like.  Wouldent that suit you the best too?  I do not know yet if I will get anyone to go along with me but if they do not want to psay for their trip I would rather go alone.  last spring I went to Monroe so I tought if I could get some one to go along they would pay part of the expenses and then I would get off a little cheaper, so I asked Jake Wittenbergs if they wanted to go along they said sure & they did too but you know I even paid for some of their eats and they dident give me a penny for the whole trip so I dicited after this I am going to make sure if I take some along that they will pay something too or I get off cheaper to travel by myself and then I can do what I please.  Missionary Wiens from India was here tonight in our church he gave us a kind of life history of his family and also of the India Mission field there sure are a lot of people to be helped yet and it seems like the ________ are the most easiest to win for Christ he said there wasent enough funds for them but prayer helped as much as money or rather more but both together helped the most  it makes a person wish we could give more.  I believe we will too as God is blessing us so wonderfully that we can give more & still get ahead.  I hope I'll have a letter from you tomorrow  we tried to log yesterday but it was to wet to get up the hill.  We made it today but it was almost too wet too.  I think we'll get the most off of the hill tomorrow at least I hope so.  then we have some left at the bottom that we need for weight on the drag.  We also took a little cleanup job on the flats when we finish this   I hope that we can quit the loghandling for good then.  We are getting a very good price for this other little job so we could not turn it down.  I hope to hear from you very soon. 

With lots of Love

Your Lover

Henry D. Hiebert.

Postmarked:  Wichita, Kans.


Oct. 4

(this letter was written in a much larger handwriting than her others)

Dear Henry

Will quickly drop you a line this morning.  I have come to answer your question.  and the answer will be no!  I have very seriously considered & I think it is best to just leave it this way.  You stay there & I stay here.  My mother is getting old & I feel I can realy do a wonderful thing for her, If I stay with her.

If you come to Kansas & you come to see us you will be welcome, but as far as coming to see me personaly or getting me that will be impossible.

I remain your friend.  

Ruth Doris Hiebert

October 9, 1938

Dearest Ruth:

I received you very disappoint letter.   Sure was sorry to hear that answer  I was so shocked that I could hardly keep from crying but I realy coudent understand why you gave me such an swer after the most prospective letters you sent me last week & Mon.  Would you be willing to give me a little explaining of what made you decite that way?

It seems to me you take or had taken for answer to your questions what I have written some time befor I recived you questions for instance about waiting for your answer until I come over there and I agreed as soon as I got your letter but I had already written and mailed a letter asking if you could make up your mind.  Isent that right?  Is there any chance that you did give me no for an answer where it might have been diffrent if you had already had my other letters?  Of corse if you feel right about the answer Please write me at least one more Friendly letter so I can feel more at ease about the whole affair.  Will you please do that?

Was there something I did wrong to make you dicite that a way?  Or did you mostly wish to be under no oblagation to anyone while the fair lasted?  or did you find that Rich man you had been looking for?  Please do not be offended by these questions as I am really tring to reason I just cant believe that your love for me died so suddenly.  Or have I been mistaken all alon about you loving me too?  Unless you had good reason to do so, as I realy gave you credit for very good judgment and also tought you were so Spirit filled that you would make your decision just like the spirit told you.  I do not say that sence the answer is no that it is diffrent then the Spirit wanted it to be as God can see in the future and knows what is best for both of us.  but I do know it is diffrent then I thought it would be, because as I have told you befor I realy believed that God had brought us together in such a way that I could not help but believe you were the girl that was to be mine.  Haven't you felt like that too?  If you still feel like when you gave me the answer I will except it but I sure wish you have changed you mind about it.  Altho I would rather take it no then after I come over there if you are already sure that you would say no anyway, but if you kinda think there is a chance if you have a little more time to think it over that we can get to terms yet I would be glad to keep on corsponding for a while until I can get away to come over there & if you know by then that You do not care for me at all I'll still take the answer and if you think you might make the answer diffrent if I come over I'll be glad to come and talk things over with you so we can understand each other better.  It seems to me then we would be able to learn to know each other a lot better then by letter.  Say what did I write that made you think I was terrible dissappointed in you?  in the 3 last letter is when you mention it?  I sure do not remember at all of meaning it.  You know I sure have had awful nights ever sence I got your answer I just cant sleep sound at all and when I wake up or when I go to bed I cant go to sleep sometimes for a couple of hours  I realy think so much of you that I just can't figure out why you dicited like you did.  But I have been told lots of things that we cant understand here will be plain to us at the cristil sea.  I sure am glad I have one friend left that never will get tired of my love for him and also showed his great love for me when I was his enemy.  If it wasent for him I do not know what I would do now.  but he has done so much for me that I never will be able to thank him enough for what he has already done even if I loose you  which I realy trusted that God in his mercy was looking down on me and was going to give me that companion which he had preserved for me.  I still trust he will even if I have no idia who it will be if you are not.  Please have enough pity on me to answer this letter in such a way as you would like to get it answered if you were in my place.  Hoping to hear from you very soon after you get this letter I beg to remain

Your Lover

H. D. Hiebert

Hillsboro, Kansas




Oct. 15 '38

Dear Henry:

I still feel that no! is the answer.  It would most likly have been that, had you come over.  So I thought you could save the trip.  I wasn't under no obligation at all.  I had a very nice time, at the fair, but I didn't have anything to do with men.  I haven't found that rich man, and I'm not interested in any man in particular.

Did I ever say that I loved you?

The weather is still very dry here & also quite warm.  We need rain, & I also wish it would cool off.  The wheat looks very nice.  Feed is plentyful around this country.

The Western Dist. Confrence is in Enid next week.  There is a very interesting program.

Your friend

Ruth Doris Hiebert

THERE IS A FOUR-MONTH GAP IN THE LETTERS.  THE NEXT LETTER IS DATED FEBRUARY 15, 1939 FROM HENRY

Feb. 15, 1939

Newport Wash.

Dear Ruth:

I sure was very much supprised when I recieved that Valentine from you.  I realy dident expect to be remembered in any Special way.  Very many Thanks for same.

Could there be any chance that you ment the expression in the Valentine?

Did you think there was any chance that I wouldent know who sent the Valentine?  Well I couldent believe it was from you until I convinced myself it was undouthedly your handwriting on the envelope.

I sure have been lonesome for you since______? but I coudent see how I could help it any, maybe hopes arent alltogether gone after all.  I hope not.  But I sure felt like it last Sat. night  I just felt terrible to a pretty high degree.  But finily I got over it again enough to be bearable.

Well if I could get on some kind of work or something that would keep me busy I guess I wouldent be brooding so much and probily would feel better too.

How do you get along?  I sopose you are always busy and injoying life to your hearts content eh?

We had chior practice tonight had a pretty good time, I am soposed to bring a song for Sunday morning so we practiced a male quartett I hope we make it Sunday.

Did you hear about the lost plane & flyer here at Spokane?  He was down for 3 days befor he came out of the woods afoot.  last night he arrived at a farm out in the mts. near Couer D Lane or about 17 miles from there, he said that his plane crashed in some big trees and a 50 ft. snow bank and it was completly wrecked but he wasent hurt at all.  there were as high as 30 planes serching for him but none saw him,  he could see the planes fly by but not get them to see him.  he had no matches with him so he could not build any fire to give signs or keep warm so he had to stay awake for 2 whole days and 1 night after he left the plane befor he reached the farm.

I hauled a very big load of lumber for Pete Unricks today and want to haul a smaller load tomorrow.  We had around 5800 ft. of lumber on our load today and toorrow I guess we will only have about 2500 ft. or a little more maybe 3500 ft.

We have lots of snow here by now but did have a lot more a week ago.

Do you have snow out there too?  has it been very cold there this winter?

It is 11:30 so I guess I better close for this time.

Please answer soon.

`
Your Valentine,

Henry

Hillsboro, Kans.




Feb. 23, '39

Dear Henry:

How are you & the weather getting along?  I'm listening to the radio & trying to write this at the same time.  Did you get all of Pete Unruhs wood hauled?  Did they get started on there hen house?

We had wonderful weather today.  Monday we had a real old fashoned blizzard.  How is the snow over there.

Yes I read about the plane being lost, but never heard weather it was found.

I'm not home now.  I'm somebodies hired girl. & am I tired today.  I had a great big wash & then clean the house.  They have a little baby ten days old.  The woman came home from the hospital Monday.  They have another little girl 4 yrs. old.  The man makes butter in the creamery here.  Tomarrow I have 7 pair of white overalls & 6 shirts to Iron besides all the other clothes.

Mother seems to be getting along fine at home.  If I had a car I sure would like to go see her.

How did your male quartett turn out the other day?  I have a trio for Sunday nite & I'm plenty worried about it.

I got me an all new spring outfit.  Spring coat dress & hat.  Now I'm working to pay for it. ha.

This kids bawling agiain, I hope it don't half the nite.  I thought I get to go home Sun. but they're getting company so I guess I'll halfto stay here.

I guess I must close & go to bed.  If you answer this within 2 weeks address it in care of Joe Jantz City instead of one the route.

Don't ask me wether I'm enjoying life to my hearts content.  It isn't so much fun living with another family in one house.  But I guess its for a purpose.

Well so long,

Ruth Doris

We had lots of snow Fri. nite.

Newport, Wash.




March 5, 1939

Dear Ruth:

I recived your letter a few days ago.  Was very glad to hear from you.

We have had fairly good weather latly a little snow a couple of times but not much  it also has been a little cold too.

I am getting along just fine but would feel a lot better at that if you were here close by so I could go see you quite often.  (Unless you dident like my company)  Say I heard you were coming back for next summer is that so?  I hope so.

Yes I did get all of Pete U. lumber hauled but instead of the second load being smaller it was larger then the first  a real big load and then I hauled 18 loads of Gravle for him in 1 day, don't you pity me?  of corse Pete & Menno Woelk helped me too & I hauled it with our pickup.  We put on 1 1/4 yard to the load so it was preey hard work at that.  I asked him why he dident get John Dalke to haul it with his pickup & he answered it would take at least 3 days then so I guess we done pretty good, eh?

Well he wants us to come over with our Bulldozer & level of a place for the chicken house & also dig part of the bassement with it but we have to work on our cat first befor we can go.

I sopose I told you about the Boys cutting cordwood to pay for 2 new cookstoves  I helped them some yet so we got it cut in 2 weeks (20 cords) and on the car then we shiped it in & then unloaded it ourselves in Spokane from 10:30 a.m. till 4:30 p.m. so they each have a new St. Clair Range.

We also traded cord wood for our Taxes here in Newport  have already hauled over 25 1/2 cords and it will take about $75.00 worth more to cover all the Taxes  but we do not know yet if they will take any more or not  they will decite on that tomorrow I hope they do so we can pay up.

You know we sure suprised the Standard Oil Co. by paying up in full last month which we had not done for about 6 months.  We have not been able to ship much wood in Feb. but I hope we'll get to ship a lot in March  it looks lsike there might be a chance.

We have fixed up our barn here at Tweedie for a work shop so we can set up a stove in it  that will be a lot handier to work on machinery then out in the open or where it is cold.

It sounds like you must have a pretty hard job.  Say that Spring outfit of yours must be a peach if you have to work so hard to pay for it.  What color is it all white?

My Quartett wasent very good as it was impossible to get the practice we should have had.

It sounds like you are very much discouraged or downhearted.  I wish I could be there tonite and cheer you up,  I believe if I were with you in the nice moon light I could forget all my troubles and injoy life to my hearts content.  and I surly would try my best to help you forget your troubles too at least for a little while.

Did you know that I bought me a big accordian for Christmas?  I did a 120 bass  I can play a little on it already but very little with both hands  I always make mistakes with it yet.  they wanted me to play in church 2 week ago but I dident try  I could with only the right hand but not with both so I dident try.  Alvira Dalke could play almost anything on it with the right hand as it was like a piano but not with the left  I got some instructions for it now so I am learning slowly but hope to get on better as the time goes by.  Did you get a lot for Christmas.  I got more money worth this Christmas then the rest put together even if I did buy it myself.  ha, ha.,  Please answer very soon.

Good Night

Yours

Henry

(Enclosed with the above letter was the following half page letter written on both sides with no date or signature)

Dear Ruth.  Dose Mother ever say anything of me writing 'english'  its hard to write a German latter.  As far as I can see I would not raise any chickens eather if I was you.  If mothe feels she can stay there alone while Dans are there I go and work of & on that little mother usues is not worth fussing with chickens and the rest stick their noses in everything  it is cheeper for Mother buy Eggs.  Coudent she stay with Marg. of & on if youd work?  About H.  it is perfectly up to you  I do not wanto make nowbody unhappy if you feel he is your choice it is and can not do athing about it.  I know he thinks the world of you.  So do others in his femly.  Mrs. W. H. and others.  Pete went till there once to get the lumber from Blancherd  he called Pete in and showed him the Velentine you had sent him.  He also pourd his heart out to Pete that time which some of the femly were saying because he bought this home place of his Mother & Anna.  I told Pete I write you you better marry H. or he'd hafto join the Mormens for all the girls Sara Mary & Mrs. E. Regrer from Kans. had spoted for him.  the hole bunch was over the Sun. before Regears left and they wished they find one for him.  Mrs. R. said I heard your sister was coming over again.  Yes I said she might but is she coming for H.H. that droped the subject.  I somtimes wish if you get married to H. that it could be a ceret that these two women would not know a thnk about it  they are a pain in my neck.  Do never mention this in a latter for Petes sake.  Are you planing on coming over this summer?  Can you come if mother dose not?  let Marg read the latter if you write to E. send it along  I seams like do not get around to write like I should.  Gus & Frank bought each a new Range  I gus you better polish your shoes & come for wedding.

Postmark:  Lehigh Kans. March 14, 1939



March 12

Dear Henry:

I'm going to try & write this afternoon.  Hope no one will bother me.  Thanks for the picture, its very nice.

What weather we are having.  The 27th of Feb. we had a big blizzard.  there was no mail service till Wed. in town.  The country roads were blocked almost a week.  Most of that snow is gone.  Last nite we had some more rain and snow, but the sun is out now and the roads are fairly dry.

I don't know weather I'm coming to Wahsington next summer.  I wish I could but you know that takes money.  And I don' t have very much of that.  Please don't let the whole settlement know that we are corresponding again.  There is somebody there who tries in every way to throw dirty.  For instance I was told that the Hieberts had lost there place there and Woelks could now live there as long as they wished.  And many other such stories.

What do the boys want with 2 cook stoves??  Can't they cook enough on one?  Or are they getting somebody to cook for them?

I was home before your letter got here.  My job wasn't so hard.  the people were real nice that I worked for.  I'll send you a picture of my spring outfit then you can see weather its a peach or not.  ha.

I sure am discouraged sometimes but we all get that way I guess.  I have given up choir. There is so much other keeping me busy I couldn't keep up.  I'm in the Program com. for C. E. and then Ladies Aid Secertary.  that keeps me busy enough, at least when I work.

Whats all of your trouble?  do you have the same trouble I do?

Yes I got lots of Christmas presents.  More I think then ever before.  Some of the big things I got was a suite case from Margaret & Dan.  Another suit case from Esther this has a tray in it with the comb brush & mirror set.  Also the bottles for tooth bruch, posder,etc.  It'll come in handy; when I come to Wash.  ha ha.  Then I got Storybook, Hankies things to wear, perfume, several pieces for my hope chest also my dinner set.  

I'm suppose to take Mother visiting so I'll havto sign off for today.

Love,

Ruth Doris

Tue.

Yesterday we had very strong south wind.  Today its cold strong north wind.  Hoping to hear from you soon.

March 19

Dear Ruth:

I was very glad to get the letter from you yesterday but My! how long it seemed since I wrote to you,   It sure takes a long time to get return  at least it dose seem so to me.

There was a Funeral here today.  John Dick's little girl died on the way home from there in Kansas.  Mrs. Dick had been visiting her folks there leaving home on Thurs.  The smallest girl took Newmonia on Fri. so she had to stay at Billings Mont. after she was about over that she got Spine amagisus or something like that after 2 weeks she passed away to her better home.

I promised them to take some pictures yet but when we got home today noon from church we found there was about 12 inches of water in our celler as we are having a very nice day today or rather had.  So after tring to shut it out and not being able to I had to put on my old cloths and take the catapiller and do some snowplowing to make drain dicthes so when I finily got away to church the Funeral srevices were all over but I still got there to take 3 pictures and help bring her.

We have had no frost 2 nights and very little 1 so it is tawing very fast now  the roads are getting very soft in places  they are drying up some here at Tweedie but at most of the othe rplaces they are just getting real soft now.

I have been diging celler for P. D. Unruhs for 2 dyas that is real hard work but we are blmost thru now  then we will go right on pouring concreat and then building.  What do you think of this?  I am soposed to be chief carpanter there.  When there are several prefashenal carpanters right close looking for work worse then I do.  (as I realy am busy at home now). ha, ha,  Can't I brag?

We just finished overhauling our catapiller  it cost us about $100.00.  Now we are fixing our 1937 Ford Truck with tagalong for sale as we intend to quit the logging business and Settle down to Farming.  It will take about $85.00 to fix it and so that kinda holds us back but what do you sopose I did on my Birthday?  Well I'll tel you  I went to Spirit Lake in the morning to get some welding done then I went to Spokane in the afternoon for cat parts  I tought I had lots of money about $46.00 or $47.00 but I spent it all down to 5 cents and then had to charge $5.74 yet & on top of that I ordered $120.00 worth of Flax seed & also a Tractor, combine & mower.  I dident have any idia I would give the order until about 5 minutes befor I did, alto we expected to get us a outfit.  Well if the Flax produces 1/2 as much as they claim it will here we will make it just fine so wish me luck will you?

I sure wish you would come over here for the summer  the sooner the better for me as I get awful lonesome for a Sweet Girl Friend,  I guess that is about my worst trouble  I need somebody to incourage me and make me Glad I'm alive with somethingto work for.  Do you think you would like to do that?  It seems to me like it isent hard to incourage someone else but it is hard to keep my own courage up.  Do you find it  that way too?  or what are your troubles?

My guess is that G & F plan on getting each a cook of their own this spring but of corse I am not sure yet.  

My I sure wish you were here  I sure would like to see you and talk with you  I believe then we would understand each other better then it is possible thru writing.  I hope you get lots of money so you can come.  Say those kinfolks of yours were pretty good to give you that dinner set even if you dident get married, or wasent that soposed to e a wedding present at first?  You know I got 4 presents for Birthday  2 pr. socks 1 necktie & a tie holder  mirror & jewel chest all in one  srue is nice.  I realy dident expect anything so I was surprised by the way I almost forgot   I also got a pr. of pillow slips from Mr. & Mrs. Willhaim Hiebert which Helen took back to finish imbordering yet.

It is 11:30 I sopose if I was having you out or at your place you would have sent me home already so I guess maybe I better quit now too as I shall work tomorrow.  Please answer very soon.  

Yours with love,

Henry.

I drempt about you last night.  I tought sure I was seeing you.

P. S.  We had lots of company today.  some for evening too.


March 24

Dear Henry:

Will answer your letter while I am waiting.  I'm going to an Easter Cantata in the high school with the neighbors.  My but it takes long for a letter to get back & forth.  It must be a long way to Wash. ha.

I read about this little Dick girl's death in the Newton paper.  Do you keep "The Mennonite"?  There was an interesting article about Pasco Wash.

What are you so busy with at home?  Where do you call home??  Doe Woelks still live in your place?  You must have lots of money buying so many new implements.  Money is hard to get around here & when you get it its gone before you know it.  I forgot when was your birthday??  I'm wishing you lots of luck wit your flax but you better not get yourself in to deep. 

I'm still hoping a way will open so we can come to Wash. this summer but it looks doubtful.  If I don't come, will you come to Kans. ehn?  No that was just a part of a dinner set but I hope to get it all before _______.

You dreamt about me,  well I'll tell you what I dreamt the other nite.  I was at my own wedding  now, wasn't that something.  We are invited to Tina Hieberts wedding to Frank G. Koehn the 2nd of April.

Its very nice here now  we started our garden today.  Tues. we planted potatoes.  Wed. the boys shingled our wash house.  Its showering this evening.  Esther is planning to come home Sun.  She gets to come so seldom & when she comes she has to go back the same day.

Is Pete Hiebert home already?  How is the hen house coming?  Write me a nice long letter soon. & Tell me all the goings on over there.  Mother is crocheting a bedspread for me.  I want to make anotehr quilt this spring.

Love,

Ruth Doris

this picture is taken at Margaret & Dan's  its there car too.

Air Mail - 6 cents postage


 
March 28

Dearest Ruth:

I recived your letter today and was indeed very much pleased to get a reply so quick, as I had it all figured out at the very soonest I could get an answer today & sure enough I had one when I got home.  

I call here at Tweedie home now.  as I am sta;ying here all the time now.  We do not have the Mennonite but we get to Read Frank Woelk's sometimes as it comes in our mail box, but I did not see the article from Paseo Wash.  What was it about?    


 
We are loading a little cordwood just finished a car Fri. & are loading 1 again now.  are overhauling our 1937 truk to sell & want to remodle our 1929 Dodge Truk's read springs also just built us a 2 wheel trailor to haul cord behind the Tractor.  G & F got our new A.C. Tractor home yesterday so they tried it out today & got stuck with it a couple of times as it was very soft in the woods yet  ther is still snow in places but here in the open it is all gone already.

Yes Woelks are still living on my place yet but I do not know how much longer they will stay on it. if I dident hate batching so bad I guess they wouldent be on it now but the girl I tought would help me out of that fix kind of disappointed me last fall so I dicited to stay here at Tweedie where I dident have to cook for myself, but we sure lost lots of money by having them on the place as the chickens did worse then they ever have when we took care of them ourself.

No we do not have much moeny now we had to borrow $50.00 to make the down payment on our tractor and are about $90.00 behind on our gas bill.  but have big hopes to get some money pretty soon as we loaned Pete Unruhs some money lst fall to buy their car & also worked for them some now and they expect to be able to sell cattle and then pay us.  and the Stae of Idaho plans to put a road across our Section and give us the job to clear the right of way together with the stip accross our place.  We told them we wanted $250.00 so I sopose they will come accross with it very soon.  Also another fellow owes us $252.50 and he told us if he could sell his log loader he would pay us and we have a buyer for it lready   if he takes it that will help a lot too.  We also have about traded off the 1937 truck for about $950.00 that helps some too.  It looks pretty good for us at least right now.  if only we could work at more places at once.  still I am not kicking at all. 

My Birthday was the 9th of March.  The way I feel now I guess I'll just have to come there to Kansas if you do not come over here but I sure hope you can come over here as now when I would have the most time I would not have money and after words maybe we'll be still busier then we are right now, but I realy believe if you want to come over here then we'll be able to figure out a way between you & me.  don't you think so too?

Is that Tina Hiebert H. J. Hieberts daughter?  and Frank G. Koehn is that Corniles Koehn's son that live straight south from Hillsboro about 10 north from Walton?  at Wiebe town?  if so they are both my cousin's children.  We are gettingalong pretty fast with the henhouse.  I hope to get it done this week yet.

Menno Woelk is getting itchy feet again so he figures on leaving again next week.  It looks like there will be a wedding here pretty soon.  I guess the date was set today  it will be next month sometime but I do not know when.  Frank & Kathrine ware going to get married first if I can guess right.  I do not know when Gus & Kathrine plan to get married but at first they planed to have the weddings about 1 week apart so the folks from Ore. could come for both at once but it dident work out that way so I guess G & K will probily wait till May or June

Pete Hiebert isent home yet do not know when he will come yet.

Erik Krehbiel is working at Coolee Dam on P.W. A. and John Fast is working on P.W.A.. too.  Fritz Woelks expect to incress their family pretty soon, (so I heard). ha! ha!  Jake Wittenbergs were here today  they have had so much time to sleep last winter that he cant sleep hardly at all for fear of not getting jobs for the summer.  Dalkes seem to have a little money as Henry bought a brood sow & paid cash for her.  I realy cant see how Frank Kliewers get their eats as he dose not work at all nor any of the girls & they cant get any thing from relief so I heard.  Bergens I guess make it alright   Paul has been working in the mill for a couple of weeks already. 

Now I have written you a long letter  please do the same to me.  Is that your Spring outfit?  do you wear a fur in spring too?  it looks nice.  Thanks a lot for it.  

With lots of Love,

Henry

We have very nice weather here too.  it is 12:40 a.m. now.  We had company.

Postmarked:  April 1, 1939





Fri nite.

Dear Henry.

My what a surprise!  An answer so soon.  I've had a big day today.  Went to Newton this afternoon to pay interest then we had church this evening.  My my you seem to have company all the time don't you.

I've been sewing so much this week my eyes are terribly sore.  Its been dark & rainy for several days.  We have lots of moisture & it looks like more.  Things are getting nice & green I hope it don't freeze hard.  We had frost 2 nites ago.

Tina hiebert is a daughter of Henry G. Hiebert & Frank Koehn is a son of Frank Koehn.  How can Pete Unrush build a henhouse beside all the other things they have?  I wanto try & sell my cow too.  Shes going dry now.  If I'll get $100 I'd sell right away.

I would like to be at the weddings but its out of question.  What are you going to do stay with them?  or are they going to live alone?  Esther surprised us last weekend  she came home Fri. nite & stayed till Sunday nite.

My nephew has been quite sick for several days  we stoped there today  his ears are both runing & his feet swell, I wonder what will become of it all.

I'm sorry the girl who was to help youout of Batching disapointed you so.  Maybe she will soon.  Maybe if you were batching she'd know that there was room for her too live & she'd take pity on you.  What would your family say if I'd come there to live?  You know ther'd be so many objections.  

We started to make our garden last week not it is to wet.  Next week we are having services all week in church.

Where is Mrs. Eric Kriehbel living now?  Do Frank Woelks live at Tweedie?  Is Dave Bergen back in Wahsington?  I sure thought Gus & Frank would have double wedding.

I'll try & write you a longer letter next time  I'm so tiered I can't think.  I'll try & answer your questions.  Mother is ansious to get to bed so I guess Ill staisfy her.  Write soon.

Love,

Ruth Doris Hiebert.

I only wear my fur when its cold.  Not when the weather gets warmer.

Postmark:  April 3, 1939





Tues. eve.

My Dearest Ruth:

I believe I was just as much surprised to get such a quick anwer as youwere  anyway I sure was suprised.  I realy dident think it possible to get a return already in just 1 week from when I got your last letter but dont think for a minute that it came too soon  I wa very glad to get it.

That is too bad that your eyes get sore from sewing,  mine get sore too  when I read or write too much.

No we do not have  company all the time.  We have not had company all this week yet nor Sunday but I went away for dinner already so nobody could come over and catch me at home, I went to Jake Wittenbergs and took a load along.  WilliamHieberts went to John Wittenbergs and when they got there they were almost ready to come over to see me.  or us as John is very interested in my accordian  he wants to get one like it too.   But the other eason for coming also was to see our new tractor  his Brother had told him, "guess what HiebertBoys got new now"  He guessed it was a Steam shovel  I do not know if he did know already it was a tractor or not but anyway they wanted to come over and see it.  They are coming next Fri. now.

I started to plow today with the new Tractor & got stuck 3 times with it  once I coudent get out alone either so they came with the pickup & pulled me out.  It is pretty soft in palces yet.  We finished at Pete Unruhs this morning   as far as he wants to hire help  the rest he wants to finish himself.  There is only a partishion wall to put in the up stairs floor & putting in the windows & doors but we put in the concrete floor so there realy should be a little while befor doing more work on it so it can set first.

Frank & Kathrine were anounsed last Sun.  the wedding is to be April 16 at 1:30 p.m. in the church here.  But Shroeders got very bad news last Sunday.  Their youngest son drowned last Sunday a week ago but nobody knew it till a week later  they stated serching for him Fri. eve & found his body Sun. eve.  There are floods out there so he had taken a bus instead his car and when he left the Bus is the last he was seen alive as far as I have heard.  He was teaching a school of only 3 puiples & I sopose they dident think it serios until Fri. so the Supt. called his Bro. Arnold to find out why he dident teach   that was when they started serching for him.  So Frank took Schroeders the whole family over there for the Funeral.  they left at 4 a.m. today  they wanted to get there today 800 miles Frank made it in a day both there & back last summer so I guess they will make it again now.  They wanted to come back next Sat. but I do not know when they will.  

Pete Unruhs seem to have enough money to do all they do as they have dicited to get even more chicks then they first planed  they want 275 now.  Frank Woelks live just accross the state line in our Section here at Tweedie.  mrs. Kiehbiel lives at the church on the J. J. Kliewer place.  

That sure is to bad about your nephew.  David Bergen is still in Kansas.  But he has wanted t come home all winter already but hasent had a chance yet.  Your guess was very much the same as the rest  around here about G. & F. but they tought diffrent.  Gus is figuring on getting married beginning of May some time.  Pete Unruh told me:  "The ice is broke now so I believe that should help."  Ha, ha, I sure wish it would.

I realy think my Family would be glad to see me get married to you and settle down  I do not think they would object at all  the only thing I have heard any of them say about you that could be called aginst you was Henry always picks on those stuck up ones and I dont think they can cook but his wife & I argued it out with him right away  that you weren't too stuck up to be a good cook and I claimed you weren'tstuck up either  are you?  Say Dearest Ruth  You do love me at least a litle do you not?  You woudent get married to me unless you loved me very much?  At least that is the way I feel about it.  And if we love each other very much I realy do think we will be able to get along very nicely  there may be some ajustments to make from both of us but I feel for my part that wouldn't be too hard to do,  I always think I am easy to get along with and the impression I have of you makes me feel the same way about you,  I think you are the Loviest girl in the world for me   if I can only win your love for me too I shall be very happy.  Do you believe that will be possible?  You do not have to makeme any definate promises yet if you don't feel like it but my hopes sure have climed very high after your last letter.  My  How I wish I could be with you tonight in the moonlight  it sure is bright.

John Dicks had sale last Sat.  the sale went good I tought  their cows sold from $66.0 to $79.00 each.  are cows so high there that you can get $100.00 for yours?  Pete Unruhs sold a cow for $60.00 and wants to sell another for $50.00  I sopose they will tomorrow as a man wants to bring us a grain drill & he is a cattle buyer & so we want to trade him the cow for it  then Pete & we are both helped out that way.  They sold 1 cow & 6 stears last Fri. so they think if we can trade the cow off yet too, then they will be able to pay us in full.

We haveanother job spotted that we realy expect to get for this summer  we will find out the next time we go to Spokane.  it is road building about 100 miles from here  about 12 to 18 miles, he said we would have to work at least 16 hrs a day if we took the job  we said O>K>  24 if nessiary that could bring between $3500.00 and $7000 on that job alone & we have 10 miels besides that around here.  if we are lucky enough to get all of that then we should be O.K. by next fall.  Say would you object to my working there or liek that if we were married?  it shoudent take very long  not over 2 months & I would always be home for Sunday.  Ido not know yet if I will work there or not  Gus told Katrine if he worked there he would take her along over there  she said:  "O.K. by me."

We will be very busy this week and next too as Frank is gone now & I sopose next week he will be away most of the time too.  One of us will have to go to Ore. yet to get a carload from there    Mother, rs. Dave Hiebert & family & Mrs. John Fast & family that will be a big load  of corse they will have to pay us something for it as we have plenty expenses of our own.  

It is late again so I will close for this time.  Please anwer very soon again..

Hopefully Yours in Love,

Henry

I wish I could see you in your new outfit  it looks nice but in person it would be a lot nicer I think.

We hadent had any frost for about a week until last night  it frose a little, it has been pretty cool & windy the last 2 days.  it is a little coudy today but the moon shines thru.

What dose your family say about me  do the object very much?  Please write me a long letter too.

Apr. 7, '39

Dear Henry.

I was looking for a letter today as I was ansious to hear more about that Shroeder boys accident.  His relatives here didn't know how it happened.  Its surely an awful sad affair.

We have had a very blessed week this passion week.  Rev. P. O. Tschetter from Pretty Pairiey gave us some very timely sermons.  The last meeting was tonite there wer 11 Germans in all.

Isn't it hard on the land if you plow so wet or isn't it so perticular in that country?  When do you sow flax seed?  I havn't heard from Pete & Marie for so long I guess they've forgotten us.

It will sure be busy for Shroeders to get ready for the wedding  Sun. if they get back from Mont.

We had our community dinner at school here today so you see I've had a full day.  Sun (Easter) we are celebrating at my sister in Newton.  Well they're trying to make a Sunday School teacher out of me now  one of the teachers moved away so I'm taking here place till they can find a different teacher.  I hope they fine one soon.

So your family thinks I'm stuck up eh.  Well I think I can cook as good as any of your brother's wives.  At least the people I worked for were satisfied.  They don't haveto eat what I cook so I'm not worried about that.  My family the one or two who know about this don't know you much.  The one & only thing is "its to far away."  "Its too far away." is all I hear.  I tell them I can't change that. or can I?  Im having a date with you tonite.  at least I have your letter.  Thats something.

We had quite a heavy frost last nite.  The apircots were blooming so I think they froze.  Our cows are dry now so we have quite an easy time  we don't have to come home for chores.

Why do you wanto work so far from home?  Who'ed take care of our chickens if we were way out there?  Why don't you settle down & live a decent life.  You won't get now were by killing yourself with work.  Whats money if your not happy?

You do go to Ore. often don't you?  Don't Mrs. Fast have a car?

Margaret & Danwere here for dinner.  My nephew is getting some better but not a hold lot.  Tomorrow is Saturday then I halfto bake zwiebach again.  Mother is sleeping a long time so I will havto close.

Where do John Fasts live if Mrs. Kriehbed lives at the the church?  How come Dyck's are moving away?  is your settlement breaking up?  Are Kathryn & Gus going to live with Frank?  If you come the Kans. this fall will you come on your truck?  Did you sell your log truck?

I think if people arn't to selfish & think they are only right anybody can get along. & I guess we could too.  but don't you realize I'd havto do most of the ajusting.  Coming over there and living among different people who I don't know.  But I think I could get used to all that if I had a husband who would make me happy.  Do you think you could do that?

I'm hoping to hear from you next week Fri. If the letters travel so fast.

Loads of love

Ruth Doris

April 11, 39

Dear Sweetheart Ruth:

I sure am glad it is possible to get a letter there and a return back in a week.  You know I keep wishing for Tue. to come more then Sunday not that I do not injoy Sunday school & church but I do injoy your letters more then the visiting on Sunday.  The other boys keep counting so many days till Sunday night and I dont seem to be init at all.  But I count till Tue noon when I get a letter from you  Which is my greatest excitement now.  My! how I wish you were here so I could have real dates with you.

Yes I realy believe can make you happyp if we are married for when I love you with all my heart that would be my most important thing to do, and I do Believe that will be easy for me  at least not too hard  When I know you love me too and we both are Blessed by the others happiness.  Don't you think so too?   I always have liked to cheer anybody up if I saw they needed it or if they asked me to.  I have several friends now that only write to me when they are in the dumps or kinda down hearted and after I have cheered them up they quit writing again or maybe its my fault as when I know they need my answer very bad I have time & answer right away but after I believe they get along very well without me I don't seem to have time to answer and then I dont hear from until they are in trouble again.

I have never been married but I have always believed when I get a wife it will be one that I realy love with all my heart and allso one that loves me and then I believe Happiness should not be absent.

We haven't sold our logging truck yet.  I do not know yet if I will come on the pickup or not but if it seems the most suitable for the trip I sure will.  Are you planning on being here to go along with me or do you think it will be impossable for you to come over here for the summer?  I sure hope I get to see you befor next fall, that will be terrible long to wait to see you  the only way I'll be able to wait that long to see you is to be so busy working that I dont have much time to think about it.  at least that is the way I feel about it now.

Frank just cam home today noon they got to Schroeders last night late so he stayed there all night & brought them along so they could get the marriage license & then they took John Wiebe's car home.  We had it here while Frank was away with the Zephyr.  They had good luck all the way ther & back.  The way the accident happened is Abe had went to see Arnold Sat. & stayed there all day Sunday except going to church and as it was so much high water he had left his car at home and taken the bus  Arnold & Mr. Funk had tried to get him to stay all night as it was awful dark and he planed on walking about 6 miles down the railroad track to the school house where he lived & taught but he said no I do not want to disappoint my puples so he left quite late  it had been past 1 A.M. when he left the Bus  he had most likly got of at the wrong place at a diffrent Bridge then he tought so after walking aways in themud and water (if he had been at the right place he would have been at the railroad track only 1/4 mile from the highway  he must have found out he was at the wrong place but couldent find back to the hiway and finily sliped into the creek that must have been 10 ft. deep then,  the banks were steep so he had no chance to get out.  Arnold had been one of the first to search for him & had been withing 100 ft. from him when he turned around & went the other way believeing he coudent be any futher.  he had beenlying on his face & he looked like he was asleep when they found him but after being out of the water for 4 days he darkened a little & also seemed to swell up.  He had a new Testament in his pocket & they ad full confedance that he went home to his Savior.

Schroeders realy want Frank & Kathrine to live there on Schroeders place so I guess they do not know yet where they will live by the time Gus & Kathrine get married.

I believe if John Dirks had been closer to the church here they wouldent have left the country but it was pretty lonesome out there so far off.  I do not expect the Settelment to break up  * rather look for it to boom pretty soon.  It sounds like E. C. Dalkes will be back soon after harvest & I believe there will e others coming here soon.  

John Fasts moved accross the road from the other place.  No Mrs. Fast has no car now.  Yes I'll admit I go to Ore. quite often  It seems like they cant take care of their business so I have to help them out ever so often altho they have to pay me for coming when I have to make the trip for them  you see we still owe Mrs. Hiebert a lot of money  I also owe mother quite a bit for the place yet so that is the way we get paid for the trips.  "Credit on the bill."  I guess I will have to go again Thurs. & get the whole outfit 12 of them besides me in the car that wont be no fun.

Listen Sweetheart I expect to be able to live decent even if we do build roads  It may seem like something awful if we want to work the cat 24 hrs. a day but we would be 3 drivers for it then so we would only work 8 hrs. a day each and as long as I am still single I lot rather work very hard all the time then be idle like lots of our neighbors are  I like our way of living and working a lot better then the way most of our neighbors live.  that job I told you about is only for this year & then for only about 2 months so I believe that will not bother us much for the chicken ranch,  If you don't come over here befor then I guess Woelks will be on the place yet at that time.  Gus said Kathrine & he wouldent mind living there with me if I dident get married myself but if I planed on getting married myself & live on it he woudent care to move there for only a few months  he'd rather see Woelks stay on it until I was ready to take it myself,  and I felt the same about it so I guess I will leave them on there until I know when I will want possesion of it.  Money dose not do much good if a person spends it wrong but if it is spent right it seems to help along very much in happiness or in getting the eed for our living & it helps out a lot in our church affairs as we always give a cerent percent of our earnings for the mission and God has blessed us very much for all we have given so we plan on keeping it up this year too.  Don't you think that is a good idia?

We havent had much frost except last Thurs. then I coudent plow until noon.  The ground isent very particularhere as it is quite sandy.  We plan on sowing our flax the last days of April or the first days of May.

Please do not think that I dought your cooking ability  I only todl you what one of my Brothers had remarked but I realy dought if he was very much in earnest about it.  Of course I do not blame him for thinking his wife can cook better then someone he has no Idia what she cooks like as he realy has a good cook and I believe I will feel the same about you which I think is only right for a good husband if he has a good wife.  Don't you agree?  What do you mean if you can change the distance?  Do you mean you would rather live out there?  I think we have a lot better climate here.  Don't you?  Altho I am not bound to any contray like I expect to be to you when we are married.

We started to clear land on my place today but I do not know if we will get much cleared this week as I will have to leave Thurs. morn & come back Fri. night & I dought if we'll have much time Sat. for that so maybe we wont do much now.  I am alone at home now  Gus is working at Peters with the new tractor & Frank went to Schroeders for the night and then wants to go to Spokane tomorrow so I have had lots of time to write.  Peters son-in-law died yesterday so they are going to the Funeral  they lived about 250 miles from here.  Good Bye till next Tues.

With lots of Love

Henry D. Hiebert

How is your mother.  I heard she dident figure to live very long.  Is she sick?

Would you please send me the righ tname for the oil your father used by his carpractor work?  He bought some here in Newport but it seems like we can't get it.  

I might be able to tell you some good news next time but I might be wrong so I will wait & see first befor I tell you what it is.  I expect to find out by tomorrow night I wish I knew now.  

Love,  Henry

