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April 14

Dear Henry.

I'll try not to dissapoint you so I'll quickly write this letter.  My but we've had wind & storm.  At Margaret & Dan it did lots of damage to the buildings a twister went through there Sun. nite.  Tues. it snowed & froze also Wed.  It looks like rain now.  

Mother & I are going to Johnson Kan. tomarrow morning if nothing comes up.  Are taking 3 other girls along.  I have an uncle (mothers only brother) & some cousins living there.  We are planning to return Sun. nite.

We went to see my little or rather big sick nephew today.  He is still quite sick has kidney trouble.  He swells up terribly.

Who told you my mother wouldn't live long?  Shes been heathier this winter then for a long time.  Her whole family has died very sudden & I don't doubt but thats the way she'll go.  She is ready to meet her God any time he calls.  She has had one stroke already.

That oil dad used was "oil of Laurel Leaves."

I'm wondering what the Good news is that you have to tell me.  I don't think I'll be there for the summer.  Its quite an expense to make the trip & all that.  If you come to get me you'll have to come on the truck to take all of my things over there.  Won't that be alright?  I think you better wait till early next fall so that there won't have to be to many trips back & forth.  Its not that I don't want you to come but just to save.  I didn't mean to insult you about living decent.  Did I?  Well I hope not because thats not what I meant.

I had to find a sub. for my class for Sun. I had quite a time.

I guess you are just coming back from Ore.  Its 9:30 now.  We are getting our chicks next week so then we'll be busy again.  I have to pack our suite cases yet so I think I'll have to ring off.  Write me a nice long letter again & I'll honestly try & do better.  This letter might be mailed way out west in Kans.  I've been driving around so much here latly was in Newton 4 times this week.  I hope you have a good time at the wedding.  Has the other day been set?  Do your folks stay for the other wedding?  Tell me all about everything at the wedding.

Your sweetheart

Ruth Doris

Airmail April 19, 1939





April 18, 1939

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How is the weather up there?  I hope it dosent blow so bad any more, that realy is too bad that it damaged Margaret & Dan's buildings  did they have them insured?  did anybody get hurt around there in the storm?  We had it pretty windy for here about 1/2 hour tonight or at about 5 oclock but there was no danger of buildings except the church posabily would if it did not have props.  We had lots of fires on my place so we went over there yet after supper to see if it got away but it was all fine.

We are clearing land there now  have about 16 acres clered all except blowing about a dozen stumps or so.  We have to get some powder first  have already went after it 3 times  they dident have it the first time so they told us when they would get some but they have fooled us twice sence so we want to try again tomorrow  hope they have it now, then there will be about 30 acres cleared on my place and we might get somemore cleared by next fall  it is hard to tell.

That sure is to bad about your nephew that he is so sick, how old is he & what is his name?  I was at Pete Unruhs the last time you wrote to them or about 1 month ago and this is what they told me  they said your Mother dident expect to be with you much longer & she would like to see Marie once more befor she passed away so Marie should come over, but she said she couldent.  that is where I heard about your Mother  did I misunderstand?

I came home about 1 hour sooner then you guessed I would from Ore.  We got home by 6:30 p.m.  I left there at 5:15 A.M. thurs. and got there by 5:00 P.M.  I dident have any trouble at all but coming back I had 2 flats and the last time the tire was completely ruined before I could stop,  it was a real good tire too, so we had to get us 2 new ones as the one I ruined was a 7:50-;16 & the other rear was also a 7:50 & we dident want to buy us any more that size  they cost too much so we got us 2 7:00 & took the 7:50 for spare.  We left there at 4:00 A.M. & stoped in Spokane for about 1 1/2 hours & got home at 6:30 P.M.  They do plan on staying here until after G & K's wedding but I do not think that the day is set yet but I believe it will be the 7 or 14 of May.  You dident hurt my feelings any by your remark about living decent  I am not so easily insulted as that so dont be afraid to speak your mind to me  I like it very much if you tell me just what  you think or how you feel about things  I do & the way I do them, even if you cant always O.K. what I do.  I know I do things wrong sometimes & I do't mind admitting it.  That sure was sweet of you to ask if I felt insulted  it sure made me glad as I felt it took love to make you think of that.  Unless I used to hard words to answer that question & hurt your feelings which I dident mean to at all, did I?  I couldent make out the post mark on your letter so I dont know where it was stamped.  Say isent 1 or your cousins working in the courthouse or at least did a few years ago?  I think Mother got a letter from her once.  We useto live about 30 miles from Johnson City Kians. from 1907 till 1912.  dose the wheat look good in that country by now?  Mother has recived 2 checks for rent in the last week from Beaver County Okla, & the renter says the crops all look better then they have in many years.

Frank & Kathrine had a real big wedding  there were 155 at the wedding.  Henry Schroeders from Kans. & the carload I got from Ore. were all that came from far away.  We had a chiveree there at Schroeders Sat. night, had a fairly good time but I would have injoyed it a lot more to be with you some place.  My I wsih you could be here for G & K's wedding.  Oh, well at least when we have one we can both be there, eh?  that will be so good I'll be able to for get all this not being able to be with you now.  F & K. recived lots of presents  I gave them a set of mixing bowls, butter dish, sugar bowl, creamer & 6 fruit dishes all in a set  I had a notion to tell them that was from you & me but I dident want to let the birdie out so I just told them from me.

Say Sweetheart sure a lot have pestered me about getting married now too.  Since F & G did they all seemed to have good prospects for me but I just laughted at them & when the bridial pair threw the bowkay out to see who would benext I got it so they all wanted to know when it would be & who with but I dident tell them.   I havent even told Motehr yet that we were writing to each other again.  I do not want to crowd you this time at all about promising to marry me so I guess I wont know for a long time yet when it will be myself.  Will I?  When is it early fall out there?  about Sept.? or is it sooner or later?

I was table waiter at the wedding.  Who do you think was my pertner?  it happened to be one from Kansas.  Lidia Schroeder.  she told me all about that wedding of Tina Hiebert's  she is my cousin's daughter allright.  She said every body pitied the bride that she got a cripple that sure was too bad.  so I sopose they will probily all pity you that you dident get one from there if we get married.  do you think so?  Well I sure hope at least you wont ever have to regret it.  I sure hope to be a good husband for you when we are married if I dident think I could I sure wouldent ask you to take me.  The wedding was here in church but for the evening we all went to Schroeders again and then they gave us supper again   there were 75 there for supper again & ten they had lots of zwiback left.  F & K came home here to Tweedie today noon.  They plan to live in the store  I guess William Hieberts will move out pretty soon as they want to buy a place close to Abe Bergens just on this side of them the Charley White place if you happen to know it.  They wanted $1500.00 for it about 1 month ago & about 2 weeks ago they came down to $1000.00 & today Mr. White came over & told William if he took the place right away he could have it for $500.00 cash & he would give him the cook & heating stove along with the place.  William had already dicited if they would take $750.00 he wanted it so I sopose he will buy it now.  if we can raise the cash I guess we will go to the bank & borow it as we owe them more then that & we told him we figured on paying him when he wanted it.  I realy think the place is very cheap for that, it has a 3 room house soposed to be a very warm one & allso some more buildings but I do not know what they are and there are some berries & fruit trees on the place if I remember right & 20 acres cleared out of 40  there also is a nice spring on it, up on the hill far enough so they can raise all kind of vegatables.

How did you injoy your trip?  I hope you had a good time.  We had so much northern lights here Sun. night that is was as light as if the moon was shining bright.  did you see them out there too?  We also had a little snow here Wendsday just enough so we could see there was snow  in Spokane they had more about 1 in.  we also had some frosts latly but not hard. 

Which Sunday did you mean to be back  the 16th or 23rd  I hope you are home when this arrives so I don't have to wait too long for an answer.  if you do not get this until Sunday night or Monday I guess I wont get a answer till Fri.  My then the week will seem long.

I don't know any more about the Good news yet then I did last time but I sure will tell you about it when I know & if I find out diffrent I tell you so too.  The others have been in bed for about 2 hours already but F & K are still talking & Herman Fast talks in his sleep  has talked 4 times already tonight.  I think I will close for this time,  Please write me a long long sweet letter very soon.

Lots of love and Kisses

Your devoted Lover

Henry

(on a small slip of paper enclosed with the above letter is the following: ) Good Morning Sweetheart:  I believe I forgot to answer your question about coming in the truck to bring your things  sure that is alright  we sure will have room to bring them.  Could you give me an idia how many boxes  & how many large things you have to bring or how much it will weigh?  if you cant it is alright anyway.  I sealed the letter last night so I slip this in from the end.  Your lover, Henry.

April 21

Dear Henry:

Well How are you getting along?  It was very nice here today.  Nites it is always cold.  It snowed one day this week.  not much but it froze ice.

I didn't hear of any one getting hurt in the storm.  Margaret & Dan don't own there place they are only renting but I think those people had them insured.

I mailed that other letter at Dodge City.  It looked quite stormy Sat. morning so we didn't get started as early as we wanted to, but we got to Johnson for dinner.  Stopped several places.  it was 300 miles.  Yes my cousin is still Register of Deeds in Stanton County.  We visited till Sunday morning then slept a little while & got up, went to the cemetry & had dinner, after dinner we started back, drove 6 1/2 hrs. 300 miles.  We took Uncle Pete along to Johnson.  He lives at Ulysses.  I didn't see no northern lights  I was to tired from driving to be up late. ha.  The wheat looks good where they sowed some.  But Sunday the wind was blowing terrible & it was terribly dusty.  I was glad to get out of it.  It was about 100 miles east till we got out of the dust.

my nephew is still quite sick.  Its kidney trouble. He is 6 months youger then Eldan.  Solomon Hiebert is his name.  He is not to eat anything but fruit, and he just cries hes so hungry.  He's been down 4 weeks now.

We are cleaning house now.  I have my part of the upstairs cleaned & also the hall & bath room down stairs.  Next week I'm going to take the stove out etc.  We are also painting the house & barn.  I'm going to try & earn me a little extra cash too.  We have about 9 little chicks & I set some hens again today.  also some duck eggs.

You didn't tell me all about the wedding was the bride very pretty?  What did she wear?  Did they go on a honeymoon?

Early fall is the first part of Setpember here.  But you havn't asked me now weather I'd marry you  how can I answer?  Well anyway I want a some promises from you too before I make all of them.

That must have been Lizzie Hieberts wedding  they told you about .  They got married last spring. she married Amedeus Frey & he is crippled, but Tinas husband isn't crippled.

I think I rember were the White place is  I went up there to Botrols (or what ever the name is) last year.

We had our closing program here at school last nite.  I had a flat going home.  When I had it jacked up I ran against the handle & do I have a bump on my ankle

Wednesday nite was choir practice and Tuesday nite I saw some pictures on Alaska & also some of Idaho, Washington, Oregan & Calif. put in.  They were very interesting.

Does your mother still own land in Beaver County Ok.la?  Which way from Johnson did you live?

I don't know what all I'd have to load on the truck.  My cedear chest & 2 more big boxes, a dresesr, some chairs a rocker & maybe a table.  Say how many windows are there in the front room of your house?  This would almost be a truck load.  Wouldn't it?

Mother is beggin me to come to bed So I'll please her.  Answer soon.

Lovingly Ruth Doris

That letter I got today was open so you better seal them tight.

Airmail





April 25

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How are you by this time.  I am feeling good except my eyes are hurting a little as I plowed with the catapiller today & also yesterday and that sure is dusty on it.  the little tractor dosent stir up hardly any dust against what the cat dose but our 4 disc plow pulled to hard for the little tractor   by plowing the new ground that we just clearedas I plowed it pretty deep about 8 in.  I just finished this afternoon  We have cleared about 18 acres this spring & plowed it for the first time.  We had cleared part of it off & on for the last year or so but never plowed any of it befor.

You must have done some pretty good driving to make the 300 miles in 6 1/2 hrs.  We lived straight south from Johnson City if I remember right  I was only 5 years old when we left there and I remember it was 25 miles N.W. to Syracuse & it seems to me it was straight north to Johnson.  I do not think I have ever been there.  We lived close to the Hamilton County line.

Yes my Mother still owns some land in Beaver County Okla.  She recived $41.11 rent off the place for last year  the first since 1930 and the crop is soposed to be very nice on the place now, about 26 acres wheat 20 acres in barley & 18 or 20 acres in row crop,  hope it makes good this year.  

Well now I'll tell you more about the wedding or the bride.  She wore a Blue lace dress, she had a bridiel crown and a bouquet of Butterfly, Rose & sweetpea flowers, white slippers.  Sure she looked pretty just like a June Bride.  Ha, ha.

They dident take any honeymoon unless they called it that from the church to Schroeders  they rode in a 1936 ford coupe that had been Abe Schroeders.  I took some pictures of them  I'll send you some when I get them made.

They built them self a big room in the front part of the store here at Tweedie & are living there and Will Hieberts are going to move away this week yet so I guess we will have to get us a cook yet till Gus gets married.  or we will have to batch.  Oh well  if all the Organions stay here we'll have lots of cooks, ha, ha.

Dearest Ruth I wish I could be with you in person at this time  I would like that a lot better but sence that is impossible I guess I will have to do the best I can by writing.  I Love you very much from theBotto of my Heart and I would like to win your Love too.  I do hope I can make you Happy as your Husband which would be my greatest disire & to have a real hoe where Love & peace dweld and Happiness can fill our Hearts & home By Gods help.  Do you love me enough so you would be willing to united with me in Holy Matermony?

You said you wanted me to promise you some things yet befor you made all the promises.  What are they?  I will tell you this much now.  That anything that will help to keep Love and peace between us or even incress the same I shall do my best to please you.  I do not intend to make you any promise that I dont intend to keep.  But with Gods help I will not try to be selfish & try to have my own way for my good and your disadventage,  I amnot rich as you well know so life may not beas comfortable as could be but I amnot stingy (at least I do not thin so) and I believe we should be able to have a good living.

There are 3 windows in the front room of my house & 1 in the door & 2 windows in the living room & 2 windows in the doors, and 1 window in each of the 2 bhedrooms, also 1 window on each end of the attic.

Yes it sounds like it might be a load for the pickup alright and then I sopose there would be a lot of wedding presents yet that would weigh quite a lot too.  do you think so too?

Fritz Woelks had twin boys April 20 but they both died  one lived to be 1 1 /2 hrs. and the other 3 hrs.  They were very small the two together weighed only 4 1/2 lbs.  if I was told corectly.  the funeral was Sun.  Edna is still  in the hospital  she is expecting to come home Fri. or Sat.  She says she feels good and would a lot rather be at home then in the hospital  she realy wishes she had never went there.  She took it very good  I realy tought it would be very hard for her to loose them both right away but I was there to see her Sunday night & she was happy all evening.  Frist & Edna want to move into the back end of the store building where William Hieberts are living now afterthey move to their place.

We want to go to Spokane tomorrow to get our Flax seed if nothing else keeps us from it.  A fellow was here today & wanted us to come over with our logging truck & demastright so he could decite if he wanted it or not but I do not know yet if we will or not.  G & Frank went to see when we would be able to start to build roads this afternoon &  so we shall start Fri.  That first job is soposed to last 5 days or so  the other job right next to it still has over 1 ft. of snow so it might be 3 weeks yet for we can work there.

The County Agent told my brother William he sure could get us lots of jobs with the combine if we wanted to cut for others  I hope so.  Pete Unruhs had a little toruble with there chicks   today Pete was over to see me twice this fornoon & I went over there right after dinner.  Pete said the flock sure looked a lot better after dinner then in the morning.

Your True Lover in Biggest 

Hopes for a sweet answer

Lots of Love,

Henry

Do you think someone else read my last letter?  it seemed to be sealed pretty good here.

April 28

Dear Henry.

How are you?  I'm feeling better today.  Had sort of flu yesterday.  I've been cleaning house.  I varnished the kitchen hall & bathoom this week also cleaned the living room.  Washed a big washing.  I'm supposed to iron tomarrow.  We had practice for the song festival tonite.

We have been having lovly weather.  Not so windy as it has been.  Our garden looks nice.  We are eating fresh ruhbarb already.  The potatoes are up too.  

Hamilton County is north of Johnson, so you must have lived north of Johson.  Johnson is 30 miles south of Syracuse.  That is to bad about Frize Woelk's babies.  Has she come hom?  What are Pete Unruhs doing?  Will there chicks lay eggs pretty soon?  ha ha.  I don't know who would have read the other letter unless the mail carrier, and what if he did, I hope he got his eyes full if he did.

I do so much wish you were here so we could talk thing through & understand each other.  But that is out of the question.  I do love you and I hope to be all that you think that I should be.  My aim would be to have a real home.  I will give you "yes" for an anwer.  And I will try and help make you a very happy home.  Do you think it would be possible to take me back here for a viit to see my folks and friends?  I want to tell you this  I amnot an awfully strong woman.  As you might have heard that I fell in the cistern about 6 yrs ago and have a bad place in my neck from that.  I get quite sick with it sometimes.  I know that you are not rich in earthly possisons but I will try and help along so that we can make a living.

As for lots of wedding presents, I don't know,  I don't think there will be a big wedding.  Just the family and a few friends.  That is all the other girls had I couldn't ask for more.  Mother is not financialy able now.  As to the time could we leave that for early fall?  Then I think would be best.

But please may this be only between the two of us at least for a while?  I think it would be for our own good.  Then later on we can surprise both of our families.  Esther will have to know of course so that she can get someone else for her place.  but oh theres plent of time.  At least thats what we think now.

When is the other wedding coming off?  We are invited to a Silver wedding on May 7.

I hope to hear from you soon.  I hope I have given you the right answer.  I feel that I have done what is best.

With Love.

Ruth Doris

Air Mail:





May 3, 1939

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How are you by now?  I am very happy now.  I dident feel very good yesterday when I cam home from work and I dident have a letter from you but I dicited I would have one today so I took new hopes and sure enough I did get it today.  I can't figure out why it dident come yesterday as usual as you have mailed it as befor  Unless it was that I should have to wait 1 day longer befor I got your very Sweet answer.  My I sure am glad you answered as you did  I realy did have hopes you would but when I dident have your letter yesterday I felt a little uneasy already and when I got your letter today my heart sure did pound wile I opened it.  but it soon got over it after I started to read as I felt sure even after a few lines that every thing was fine.  The moon is so big and bright I sure would like to be with you and selabrate our ingagement wouldent that be grand?  Say Sweetheart what would you like for an ingagement present?  It might be diffrent then others do to ask you what you would like to have but I do not think that it is to much out of place is it?  I have not been together with youy so very much so I am sure what you would want, so please tell me what you would like and I will try  and get it for you.  One of my brothers bought his Sweetheart a diamond ring  she picked it and liked it fine too but not long after the wedding the set lost out  they were lucky to find it but she always was afraid of loosing it so she finily traded it for a plain ring.  Another one of my brothers gave his girl a silver set she still like it but you have your choice as long as I can afford it.

My you sure must have worked hard to do all that varnishing in one wee besides your other work.  Listen Sweetie I never tought about it very much if you would be very stong bodily but I do believe your Love is better then gold and that is what I am after   I might be sick too sometime but as long as we Love each other like we should I do notthink sickness will be so bad, as it seems to me Love is the best Dr. in lots of cases.  

Do you know what I think now?  My if I could see youtonight I would take you in my arms and squeeze you so tight and maybe you would let me kiss your very sweet lips.  Would you?  I believe when you do let me it will be so good that I'll want to try it over & over again.  Ha, ha.

Maybe its best I can't see you as I have a pretty bad cold and then I might give it to you too.

Yes Edna came home last Fri. already  they are living here in the back part of the store where William Hieberts usto live and Fran & Kathrine live inthe fron part and between the two we eat now.  Mrs. Fast and family cook for us now.  Mother & Mrs. Dave Hiebert are here too.  We are sowing our flax now (Gus & Herman Fast.)  Frank & I are working withthe Dozer now have this week.  Mon. we earned $37.50  Tues. $45.00 & today $50.00 if we have good luck so we do not have trouble I guess we will be abl to keep pretty busy with it for a while  I sure hope so  we already got 2 more jobs there where we are working now since we are out there for one of the jobs to make about 3/4 mile of road  we'll have to go accross the Lake on a barge and then always cross in a boat if we want to go home  that is at Twin Lakes about 30 miles from here & it is 35 miles to where we work now.

Pete Unruhs have company tonight  Peters & Gus went there tonight  the wedding is to be the 14th of June.  I just found out yesterday morning.  Gus dident know exaly until the night before then.  I am going to ask him to send you a invatation  I think he will if he has any left  they ordered 50 of them.

You waid that it would probily only be a little wedding  Do you expect to have it at your house or at church?  It will be alright with me however it is arranged but I do have lots of relation around there that have already told me they would come to my wedding if it would be in Kansas so they would probily be pretty disappointed if I dident even invite them.  Don't they ever have the wedding there in chruch without any receptions?  Wouldent that be alright?

Of corse you'll know a lot better from there then I do from here.  The time you set is fine with me  I sopose the date can be set just a little while before the time comes as I do not know yet just when our busiest work will be over here this fall  if we wait with the wedding until hen I will have more time to spend out there, so we can dicite about that later.  Yes I believe we iwll be able to go back there for a visit now and then  I would not promise every year but I think we could go within a year form the wedding if you shoud want to very much.

Say the news I told you about a few weeks ago was we tought we found gold are not sure yet what it is  it sure looks like gold but they tell us it is only fool's gold  maybe they are right  it sure had foopled us if it is not gold  we took some of the dust and made it very hot in a forge and the poweder looks like gold paint now so I guess it is either gold or fools gold.

Pete Unruh's chicks are fine as far as I know  they were Sunday but I do not think they will ge any eggs from them for over 3 months yet.

Did you sell you cow yet?  Did you get $200.00 for her?  or did you have to do like we with our truck  we had to coe down 10% and are not even sure if its sold now, but I think it is   the man was here today & offered a little over $800.00 for it so we told him he could have it.

It is getting late so I guess I will have to close for this time.  Please write me a very long sweet letter.  Good Night With lots of Love and Sweet Kisses.

Your Devoted Lover,

Henry

I wonder when I can expect a letter form you now as you will get this Sat. instead of Fri.

May 6

Dear Henry.

I was so dissappointed yesterday that I didn't have a letter.  Wonder why that letter didn't get there Tues?

It is still very dry here.  It was terribly windy today.  I think it will rain tonite.  We need rain so bad for our garden.  Our chicks are doing fine.  I bought a bunch of (500) chicks and Margaret & Dan are raising them on share for me.  I haven't been able to sell my cow.  She'll be fresh soon then I have the calf to sell.  We were in Wichita Thurs.  Dan and Margharet had 3 calves 3 months old  they  got over $20 a piece.

I got me a blanket in Wichita & mother gave me one (double) the other day.  Next week I'm going to put up a quilt for myself.

I have a job just 1 1/2 mil. from home.  I'm starting about the 16th.  They have one baby 20 months old & then another little one.

I sure rather have you here then write this letter.  You mgiht never have thought of me not being strong, but have you ever thought of raising a family?  I'm sure you couldn't give me a worse cold than I already have.  I have a bad cought, it feels like its going to the lungs.  Did you meanGus' wedding was the 14th of May or June?  You wrote June.  Thats still a long time.  Do you want to get them a present fromboth of us?  I'll tell you why I wish you'd still keep our secret.  I have heard severl times that you coudn't keep a secret.  Well you surprise them this time.  How about it?  I expect to have my wedding in church.  But it never works out very well if not everybody is invited to the reception.  I have lots of relation around here too but I'm not expecting to ask very many of them.  Do you suppose there would be any chance of Pete Unruhs coming over here if we got married before school started?  Would there be a chance to get married so that we could get back there in time to can some fruite & stuff?

You asked me such a hard question what I wanted for engagment.  I get some money from Mother and I through I would buy a silver set with that.  You say I have my chose as long as you can affort it.  Well I don't want anything that you cannot afford.  But I have my watch so I couldn't wish for that.  I will tell you what I would like to have.  A yellow gold ring with a tiny diamond in it.  I would like a built in diamond not one that stands out so because it catches so easy.  My I bet you think I'm chosey.  Well I never have liked a set that was so big and outstanding.

I finished a set of tea towels this week.  Tues. I helped Margaret clean house  we cleaned 5 rooms and 4 closets.  I painted 2 days on the house.  Eds boy is very sick again.  We were there yesterday and today again.  

Hoping to hear form you very soon and a long long letter.

Love and Kisses

Ruth Doris

Who is taking your folks back?  to Oreg.  I'm working on pillow slips now.  My cedar chest is so full I don't know were to put everything.  Did you say there was electrisity in your house?  It rained and hailed last night.

Airmail





May 10, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

Your letter got here in 3 days this time and it sure made me glad too as I did not know if you would get to mail it on Sunday or not.  So I realy dident know just when to expect one.  My cold dident last long is yours over too?  I sure hope so. 

Yes I believe I can hold the secret a while, altho when I buy the ring I am not sure that the boys wont suspect that I must have bought a ingagement present as they will find out pretty quick that I spent money for something   I can buy it without asking them but we are short enough on money that they will sure note when I spend it.  You said it was a hard question but here is another one.  Will you please send me your ring size?  and if its not too much asked will you please pick one like you like in the Sears or Montgomery catalogue & send me the picture or No. all?  Any one you want as long as it isent very much over $25.00 but if you do not like that idia send me the ring size anyway.  I sure want to get one that you like.  It sounds like you are going into the chicken business there already.  What kind are they?  You must be working very hard these days, are you like I am?  If I work hard I get tired but I am a lot happier then when I don't work hard.  I feel pretty good now as we have been working with the Dozer all the time in May & have earned $366.25 till now & can be busy for quite a while yet, are still at the first place.  I believe we will finish there Fri. for this time and then later he has about 1 1/2 miles more to make.  If we can keep that up all summer I believe we ought to have a little cash over by next fall.

The man we are building roads for now wants us to go together with him on a gold mining prospect  he is going to prove to us first that there is real gold and then buy the land then we shall work our Dozer on it & then we go 50-50  that is to be next fall or winter after the other work is done.  he already showed me some Gold there in the creek  I sure was suprised how he seperated it from the sand and gravel.  he took a shovel full in the stream and kept shaking it till all the sand & stones washed off of it except abouat 1/8 to 1/4 teaspoon full of gold was left that just stayed in the shovel  the water woudent wash that off at all  its so heavy.  but that was flour gold & the other place where he wants us to work is soposed to be corse gold about as big as 1/2 a match head.

I believe Gus & Kathrine will take the Oregonans back but am not sure yet if we will have time at all maybe they will have to go back on the bus, or get some one else.

No, I don't think you ask too much for an engagement present  I want you to pick what you like.

We had lots of company tonight that kept me from writing till 10 oclock so it is getting rather late.  I do not think I'll get this letter done till after midnight.  Mother & Mrs. Dave Hiebert were here and looked at my pictures & picked negitives that they wanted some pictures from & Jake Wittenbergs were here for a while also Frank & Kathrine, Gus tried on his new suit tonight it looks good.  they are going to Spokane tomorrow to buy the rest of their things for the wedding.  I will not have time to go to town to get any wedding presents so I gave Gus $6.00 and told him they could pick a dinner set & buy it there for me.  What do you think of that?  I will tell them thats from me.

The Oneco C.E. from Colfax was here last Sunday an redered a very nice program  their main topic was Our Fathers World  I tought it sure was very good too.  of corse they have a lot of highly adjucated folks there no  they expect us to bring one there that is a horse of a diffrent coler  they have sush good musicians there  they played & sang a lot of songs yet after the program was over.  You know I had to get up & make a apprecation speach without any preparation & that sure was a hot job  it sure made me sweat.  It realy should have been the Presidents job or the vice Pres. but the Pres. wasent there & the Vice Pres. was BrideGroom so they put it on me,  Oh well it wasent bad after I was up there a little & got started.

Yes I have tought of raising a family but you might be suprised how little I know about married wemon or any wemon as far as that goes so please excuse me if I do not know what it takes or what it means.

How do you mange to get your letter mailed so early Sunday do you make a special trip to town with it?

It froze a little last night our flax is coming up already but we need some rain too.  It is 11:56 now so I guess I will close for this time.  Please write me a long letter again  I like them long and sweet  But I would like to be with you a lot more then having to write.  Yes I think we can get married soon enough so you can can fruit yet.  I dought if Pete Unruhs would be able to go but maybe.  

Loads of Love & Kisses

Your Lover Henry

Gus's wedding is next Sunday.  did you get the invitation?  just suit yourself with how you arrange the wedding any way that is good for you is good for me too.  

(the following message was included on a small slip of paper with this letter):  there is 32 volt Electrisey in my house from a light plant.  I hope a high line will come thru in a year or two.

May 13, '39

Dear Henry,

Tomarrow is a big day.  we are having a Mothers day program in church in the morning.

My cold is not over yet or I caught another one.  Its been very cool here.  We had our heater going yesterday also today.

I'm trying to make some money on those chicks I bought 500 on share.  They're Austra whites.

I've been quilting all week.  the quilt is real pretty.  Monday morning I start working.

Yes I got a wedding invitation.  Tell me all about the wedding.  Did you say you bought a present for both of us or shall I send one from here?  Are you going to stay there with Gus & Kathryn?

I read about Colfax giving a program there.  I also read that Homor Tiesy was going to be the new minster in Dallas.

The S.S.convention will be in our church May 29. and the song festival in Newton June 4.  I mailed my letter Sun morning when I went to church.  The time isn't always right  on there.  Mother got a beautiful flower for Mothers day.  She isn't feeling so well.  A cold settled in her head.

I'm out of news tonite.  I've had one of those sick headackes all day today.  I was uptown to get groceries this evening. 

The string is my ring size  I think that will fit just o.k. [She included a clipping of a wedding ring set from the Sears catalog a copy of which is included with this printout.]

Are you planning on coming here on the truck?  Do you wanto go to Ok.a. yet too?  I think my family will be so surprised that they won't know what to say.  Are we going to milk cows? or just raise chickens? or are you going to keep working on the road?

Do you think you'll get to go to the P. confrence at Monroe?  How large an attandence do you have in church?

I bought mother 30 chicks today  she hatched some with the hen.  This is her second batch.  What kid of chicks do Petes have?

Petes uncle in Saskatchawan passed away his funeral is Monday.

Did you say you had some furniture already? do the boys have bran new cookstoves?

Mother is snoring a long time already so I guess I'll go & see if I can snore too ha.

Hoping to get a quick reply.  Loads of Love,   Ruth Doris

Air Mail





May 17, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

Your Sweet letter sure made me glad all over.  We had quite a bit of trouble with our car & cat this week that kinda made me unhappy bu when I get a letter from you like this Its easy to forget that and be very glad again.  I hope your cold is over by now if it isent send it to me  I'll take it if I can help you out of that unplesent feeling.

How do you like your new job?  

I think that the presnt I gave Gus & Kathryn is plenty for both of us  I asked them if they expected another from you & Kathryn said right away:  "Why no we do not expect a present from every one we invited then we would get to much."  I am pretty sure that nobody else has given them as much money worth as I did so dont worry that they will be dissatisfided if we say its from both of us,  I just gave it to them & never mentioned who it was from.

Say I sure had quite a time at the wedding  seemed like just lots of people pittied me and wanted to help me get a wife too.  I sure was glad we were ingaged already so I could be very calmly and just act like I appreciated it very much but I always had some excuse to make  I even told them I might suprise them and get married befor they expected it but I told it to them so no one suspected it the least bit that I had good hopes for getting married soon.  I even heard some gossip by chance that the neighbors around here had tought for a while last fall we would get married but it had all blowed over & now they dident know where I ever would find a girl I liked as it seemed like I dident give a whoop for any of these girls around here.  Mary Kirchbiel wanted to give me the address of a very good girl if I cared to write to her & I said:  "Oh I do not have time now during summer  if I am interested next fall I'll ask you for it" so I got off pretty good there  Susie Kiehliel Mary's sister also knew of some girls in Okla.  I said: " Well there were some here last winter and that dident do me any good" so she said: "these will have more sence"  I just said: "they seemed pretty smart"  Any way I still felt sure that noone suspected what I knew and I could laugh my fist full.

The wedding was very good  it was in the house  we tought there woudent be enough room but there was room to spare.  there were 145 at the wedding who ate lunch.  The Bride looked very beautiful  She wore a white rayon dress the kind that always has very shiney stripes it was rather short about 12 inches from the floor  White slippers a Bridial crown but no vale.  She had a big boquet of fresh flowers  licaks, tulips & lillys but they were all wilted befor the wedding was over, then they also both the Bride & Groom had boquets of artificial flowers and a big white ribbon bow.  I tought that Bride looks Beautiful but mine will be much more so when my wedding will be.  You know I sure tought of you almost all day & kept amagining how it would be at our wedding.  I kinda injoyed the wedding but I sure would have injoyed it a lot more to be with you then the way it was.  Yes I intend to stay with G & Kathryn maybe till I come over there.

Yes I am planning to come on the pickup but I am not sure yet if it will be in hard use by the cat.  But don't worry I sure will find room to take your things along  we may have 2 pickups by that time so I can take 1 or we might even get a new one from the factory and then come right by there when I come to get you.  You see we want to divide up so we will have to have a car apeice  we intend to trade the tyruck in ona new pickup or on 2 cars we do not know which yet.  Yes I realy expect to go to Okla too when I am over there.  I believe my family will be very much surprised too all except Gus  he has been expecting it for some time but he hasent let the others know what he thgouth as when I was away working he would take my letters and put it away for me and the others woudent even know I had one and when I asked him to send you a invitation he had a pretty good idia we were pretty much in Love.  I do not know yet about milking cows  I think we will decite that togehter what is best. I believe I might do some work with the dozer later yet but probily just so we can come home for nights like we do now.  The big job we figured on we do not get so I sopose we might stay home all summer.  I don't think I'll get to go to the P. confrence but I expect to go to the S. S. & C. E. convention at Odessa.  The S. S. attandence is about 75 altho we have had lots of company latly so we have had over 80 several times.  

Petes have S.C. White Leghorns  they are growing very nice.

Yes I do have some furniture.  I have an old table that always was our family table for 30 years but it dosent look so bad also a bench that we always had behid it  also about 30 years old and a rocker I don't know how old it is then I have an iron bedstead & springs  some bedding.  a few old chairs  an old Orgen  a home made book case  an old cook stove that intend to trade in on a new one when we get married.  It still cooks & bakes good but it dose not look so good.  Yes the boys each have a brand new cook stove then betwen the 3 o us we have a nearly new circulating heater.  I also have a little card board ward robe and a good piano key accordian.  quite a bit of cooking utencles & dishes.  also several dozen fruit jars.  1/3 or 25 qt. pressure cooker.  also a lot of other stuff to numerous to name.  My house has a builtin cabinet  I also have a small sink for the house but it is not put up yet.  I amagin you will have quite a job getting all my things straighten our  of corse I will do as much to help as I can but you know what I mean don't you?  

Lots of Love & Kisses

You Devoted Lover.

Henry

You picked just exaly the ring I tought you would but I wanted to make sure.  I am very glad you asked for a ring and the one you picked as the preacher told us the meaning of the ring on the fingers.  He said that is where my sweetheart put that ring & until it comes to where we could say ___??? it wasent anything like after that.  I will send you the ring just as soon as I can get it here & over there.  I do not know how long it will take to get here & then there but I get it there as soon as possible.

It has rained here the last 2 days a little  we sure need it too.

May 18, 39

Dear Henry.

How are you?  I'm fine.  Ill start a letter tonite cause I don't know how much time I'll have when yours comes.

I'm working already.  The Lady was out of bed the first time today.  Theres quite a bit of work with the 2 little ones.

I went home today to take Mother to Church.  Came back after dinner.  Are you working hard?  Hows your jobs?

I'm planning to go to Newton Sun.

We had a letter from Marie,  I don't suppose they suspect a thing about us.  she wrote all about Wills place, and the wedding and your mother being there.

Here its Saturday nite and I havn't had a letter from you.  How come?  I'm going home in the morning.  Maybe ther's one at home.

How are the after effects of the wedding?

It drizzled a little this morning, but it didn't last long.  Its still very dry:  I'm tired today.  I washed & ironed Fri.  Today I had a lot of cleaning & baking to do.  The baby is very good.  And that other thing is about 21 months old  shes the sweetest thing just begining to talk now.

There was a friend of mine in Newton who wanted me to take her place for 3 months.  Thast was to long so I didn't axcept.  ha.  

Ther is so much to talk to you about.  How is your gold? ha.  I wanto ask you something.  What do you want me to wear as a bride?  Time flies so, soon you will be here.  I'm sure blue  I didn't have a letter from you & none from Esther all week.

Hoping to hear from you very soon.

Love & Kisses

Ruth Doris.

You must be awfully busy not to write.  I'm sure blue that I didn't have a letter.

May 22, '39

Dear Henry.  

Your letter finaly got here today.  Was sure thrilled to get it.  I'm just fine.  And I like my job alright.  its quite hard.  But I enjoy it.  The people are ery nice.  My cold finaly left me.

It has been trying to rain for several days but when it has a good start it quits again.  The wheat is heading & the oats too  some is only 6 in. tall.  The garden needs rain very bad.  I'm going to town tomarrow nite.  Our Sewing Circle is serving lunch to the S. S. convention in our chruch on the 29th so we have lots of planning to do.  Penticost we have Baptism, have about 10.  The following Sun. we have communion.  

Will you get my othe letter Tues?

We had a flat tire in Newton Sun.

The way it sounds with your furniture & mine we may have to get very little new furniture.  I have quite a few dishes & fruite jars too. & mother will give us quite a bit yet.

My I was sure blue today.  I had so much work, but only till Sat.  Then I'm through here.  The next place may not be so good.

How manychicks do you have this year?  Do you have some old cickens?  Do you have the least idea what Woelks will do?  Will you havto let them now long ahead of time?  from no on time will fly so .  Especialy if I work off & on.

Is old man H. Kliewer still around there?  

Will sign off for tonite & write more tomarrow.

Lovingly Ruth Doris.

Tues.

I just found out today I mgiht say here another week after this one.  Say have that Miss Mary Shirmer ever been in your church?  You knwo she is one of our missonaries in Arizona.  She is at Newport with her brother Herman now.

Its very hot & windy here today.  If it would only rain.  That little youngster is trying to keep me entertained up here.  How does your flaxlook?  When does that ripen?  I'm hoping to hear from you very soon  I don't know when to look for a letter.  Thats sure nice that the people are all so concerned about you getting married or finding a girl.  just the other day some one was concerned about me too.  I must get down stairs & finish my work.

Love & Kisses

Ruth Doris

May 24, 39

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I am sure glad you are feeling good again.  You are so sweet to write to me even when you do not get my letter  when you should.    I sure am glad you did as I sure would be terrible blue today if I had not had a letter from you.  I am so dissapointed about getting your ring  we were soposed to ge paid the 16th of May so I tought I could send the order off the 17th then we were put off from day to day  We went there each day & 2 days 2 times in 1 day from Tues till Fri. then he told us it would be 6 or 8 days befor he could pay us as the company wouldent pay him so he could pay us and so he had decited to quit them  they had to pay him all they owed him  otherwise he would have to wait till June 15 for his money.  so I did not know just what to do  finily I asked a friend of mine to loan me the money and I would pay him back in a week  he did and I sent the order off the 20 in the morning  it surly should have been here tues. and it isent here yet so I realy feel pretty bad about it.  I was lucky to get the money to pay my friend back Monday si I do not owe it anymore but I sopose you will think by now I hate to give it to you or something like that but I realy cant help that it isent here and do not in the least hate to give it to you a lot more  so I am happy about it only I am afraid it wont be so easy to keep a secrit or I do believe G & Frank both suspect it  I have not told them but I guess you know how it is  they have both just gone thru it, so it is easier for them to tell.

We finished our second job Monday at the first place  we earned $446.25 & the 2nd $110.00  the next party is not quite ready for us so we are at home now doing a little work around home  I fixed my henhouse, there had been a little fire on the roof  it sure was a wonder it dident burn down completely & also the barn but now it only did about $4.00 damages or maybe not that much.  Yesterday we went to Spokane to trade off our big truck  I do not know yet if we will trade or not the only way we can trade is for 2 a car & pickup and it almost seems to us like too much money  they want around $700.00 diffrence between our truck & a new coupe & pickup  Fords  they are paying us $800.00 for our truck   Well I wish I knew already what we'll do but we are waiting for Gus to come home & then we will talk it over & dicite so we are all satisfide.  My I wish you were here so we could plan together more.  I believe you'll already have noticed that I did answer your letter right away last Wendsday  I do not know hot it can happen to take longer sometimes unless it is our mailcarrier's fault  We have had a substitute here for a couple of weeks and I do not like him at all  he seems to be such a sleepy head so he might have something to do with it.  I have not noticed any bad after affects of the wedding as we had a special preacher  Rev. Franz from Salem Ore. here for from Tues. nite till Sunday night, we had a very blessed time  I sure do like Rev. Franz's talks.  Do you know?  I asked him to teach my S. S. class for me and he said I would rather rest for the sermon but he agreedto be inmy class and help out and after it was over he said to me I was a good teacher  he sure liked my sistem and I dident hae anything to apoligise for.  I told him he made a big difrence in the class but he insisted I had done very well so I sopose he at least had hopes, do you think?   Did I ever tell you that I was teacher for the only German class in church.  I am and it is so big that there are as many in my class as in the 2 biggest ones there are besides it, at least that is the attendence record.

What size class to you have?  are they grownups?  How do you like to teach by now?

Say what would you say if I come over and suprise you sometime?  I do not know but there is a little chance that I might go to Detroit & if I do I sure expect to stop in there altho it would probily only be for 1 day or so.

I realy would a lot rather if it could be put off till we get married then it would be just handy to come back in the pickup  We might get it planed that way too.  But Frank seems to be in a great hurry to get the new pickup and the garage man talked about 2 weeks but I guess he could be talked into any time it suits us, but I do not hardly know what to do  maybe if I told the boys we planed on getting married in Aug. or first part of Setp. they would agree to wait to get them till them,  I do not want to crowd you at all so just choose the time it suits you best & I'll make it suit me.  but I would like to know hw soon it would suit you?  so I might be able to get the boys to wait till then with getting the cars from the factory.

As what I would like for you to wear as a Bride I do not wish to displease you but I will tell you what I like as near as I can.  I like a white dress best.  (next Blue).  a nice Bridial crown and it dose not make me very much diffrence if you wear a vial or not but a little rather you would.  also a Bouquet & white shoes.  But do not go to a lot of extra expences just because I said so.  I sopose you will know the name of dress matrial better then I, and I am also sure I will like your clothes very much whatever you like best.  I feel sure you will be the Most Beautiful Bride I ever did see and just think you will be mine too.

Now I would like to ask you what would you like for me to wear as Groom?  I realy believe I will leave the cloths buying for till I get there so I can take you along to help me pick. 

I havent seen the man latly that knows about that Gold,  But I have discovered a Gold Mine myself where I have been getting some pure Golden Love and I have Great hopes of getting the whole Goldmine all for myself befor very long  Wont that be just wonderful?  I believe that will be the greatest riches for me (save the Lord Jesus Christ & his Love.)  Better then all the Gold I could possible get out of the Mts. I sure hope that ring comes tomorrow  I will mail it at once whe it comes.  My if I could only be with you now  I am sure I woudent run out of things to talk about till very late if you would let me keep you out late  oh well I guess it all is for our good that it isent that way.  it is 8:45 and still almost daylight.  Gus & Kathryn are not home yet.  Frank & K. went to Schroeders.  Say I want ot ask you something.  Do you like to fight?  you know like kids.  Kathrine Fast Frank's wife sure dose aso they fight a great lot  I realy do not like it & I hope you do not either  of corse I guess I could get usto it if I hadto.  I have been eating there now while Gus & Kathryn are away but I do not stay there much more then the time we eat unless I have to wait for the meal.  I do not like to bother any one if I think they would just as soon be alone, and befor They got married Kathrine would fight with Marie & her husband so I told some of them once I woudent do that they might get to dislike each other later on that account so they told me just wait you'll do it too.  But I haven't yet and sure hope I wont either.  Please dont tell this to anyone as I just wanted to tell you how I feel about such things and do not wish to Blacken any body  I hope you understand How I mean it.  Say I got a letter here for you at least Mrs. Henry Hiebert it is a sealed letter but I believe I know what is in it so I guess I'll just keep it till that is your name  it realy is ment for you.  It concerns my Mother's land in Okla, that it has been sold for Tax sale and if we do not redeem it in sixty days we must give a Tax deed for it  ther is $88.34 Taxes agenst it plus intress.

I believe there isent any body out here that has any idia how things are betwen us.  I was told last Sun. that every thing was broke up between us & they wondered how come or if it was thru  I just told them""you dont need to rub it in yet." so I sopose they believed they sure were right,  It sure will be a big suprise to all unless G & K and F & K have an idia  Gus & Kathryn have an idia we are ingaged as K. asked me if she could congradelate me  it happened to be where there were some others not far off so I just put my finger over my lips and she dident say any more, and I don't think any of the others noticed any thing.  I sopose when you get the ring & wear it then the secret will be over at least out there,  Will it not?  or do you intend to keep it secret a while longet yet?  it is alright with me either way.  Have you told Ester already?  What did she say?

I am writing such a long letter today that I sopose you'll wonder if I ever will quit but I am so full & I have to tell someone  I just can't hold it all.

It has rained a little several times here latly but it is very dry too but I have hopes it will rain as it did rain newmoon.  Our Flax are realy too thick I believe but they say that just helps to keep the other weedsdown so maybe it will be alright.

I was at Pete Unruhs today and there chickens looked to me like they could wheigh 1/2 lbs or over already  they sure looked good.  Pete's were just planting spuds now.  I asked Pete the other day if they would have time to do come visiting while the school was out & he said probily more then during the school season but not much at that.  I dident mention going there but it realy dident sound like they would go  maybe Marie would go if she had a chance to go along with someone from here.  but I do not know who willcome from here  it will depend a lot on how busy things will be here by that time.  Well I think I better quit for tonight.  if G & K come home tonight I'll add that on tomorrow morning  Dont ever think I'll be to busy to write to you even if I have to loose it out of my lseep  I can get along better with 4 or 5 hrs sleep and your sweet letters then 10 hrs sleep and do without your letters or even just loose 1 or 2 days on a letter  it sure makes me blue too.

With lots of Love & Kisses

Your Devoted Lover

Henry

G & K came homeat 11:00 p.m.  they said they had a very nice trip.

Postmark:  May 28, 1939




Thurs. nite

Dear Henry.

How are you?  I don't have anything to do so I'll write to you.  I'm so blue.  It rained today.

How do you like your new cook?  I'm still on the job.  Wish it was over tho.  Did your mother go back already?  You say you have a sink to put in our house?  Can you build it in yourself?  It'll be fun fixing the house all up just the way we like it.

Fri. nite
We had another nice little shower tonite.  It Lightened quite a bit.  I milked here tonite don't know if I'll be here another week or not.  I thought I'd have a letter today.  I sure hop I have one tomarrow.

I sure hope I get a different husband than this man is.  He's to lazy to get a bucket of water even.  They are  just terribly saving with everything.  This lady & I almost got into a fight yesterday.  She dosn't expect us in heaven because we aren't half drouned when we are baptised.  I could have told her lots of things but I didn't wanto raise a fuss. 

Saturday nite

You know I didn't have a letter this morning & then we went to town & got it.  Am sure glad I can answer it tonite.  I'm going home tomarrow morning until I get another job.  I saw the prettiest silver set up town & I almost bought it.

I don't care at all if you tell the boys, they'll find out any how.  So it doesn't make any diffrence when.

I had heard that you were a S. S. teacher.  I have the little tots just before they start school.  I like  it pretty good by now.  We are having baptism Sun. brother Dan is being baptised.  Rev. Franz is a very nice man.  I sure liked him.  got acquinted with him at the confrence.  I'd be so thrilled if you came over but I rather see if you'll come so I could go along.

If you need the cars very bad we could probably get married sooner.  But I wanted to earn a little money yet.  Or will you be able to support me?  ha.  Maybe we could make it in about 10 weeks.  Hows that?  If you buy your suite here than I can help you pick it.  I might get my outfit  sooner if I can find any bargains.  

Don't tell anyone but that is just what I thought about Kathr;yn S.  You boys got along swell but she looked like she would like to have her own way about things.  But I do believe Gus. has a wonderful wife.  I'm not the fighting kind.  I do like to have fun & all that but not that kind.

It won't be a secret anymore after I have my diamond because I'll be to proud of it.  Esther & Margaret know about it.  I dont know just what mother will do, wether Esther will come home or mother go to Margaret & Dan.  Mother has terrible Ruematizm now.  Hope it is better after the rain.  

Oh! My! theres the prettiest moon tonite.  I'm sure glad I have a letter to answer.  I havto pack my cloths & study my S. S. lesson  I'm going home in the morning.  I'm going to Newton with a girl friend to practice for the Songfestival tomarrow afternoon.  I know Marie would like to come over.  But I guess they just can't affort it.

I wish we could decied for sure when we want to get married so we can arrange things.  I'll have to tell Esther ahead of time so she can decied if shes coming home or not.  About going to Okla.  I had thought of it this way.  (If you want me to go along?)  We could go the Sun. before we were married go real early & come back in the evening.  Since it isn't so far.  I wanted a new dress now but I guess I'll wait till Aug.  I'm going to Wichita to spend a day or 2 with Esther next week & then I halfto finish my quilt & a hundred other things.

Be hearing from you soon.

Love

Ruth Doris

Airmail






May 27, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I recived your letter today was very glad to hear from you so soon.  My how I would like to come over there tomorrow to see you.  I mailed your ring yesterday  it should have gotten here a lot sooner but it just came yesterday so I went to town right after dinner and remailed it.  I just had written to Sears about it so I guess I'll hear from them very soon about it again.

We havent done much this week just running around mostly were in Spokane 2 times this week in Spirit Lake 1 and also in Sandpoint & Newport so we havent gotten much done   We have been trying to make sure of getting paid for some road building we done last year.  he still owes us $252.50 and he has quit his job so it looks kinda bad for us but I hope we can get it  they told us today we could get it by taking it to court but that would cost him over $85.00 extra and we hate to make him that much more expences because it is pretty hard to earn $85.00 now days  he has made us very good promices if he keeps them we'll get it by the 1st of June but he has told us befor he sould pay & dident so it is hard to tell if he will now or not   if he dose not I guess we'll have to put a lean on his catapiller to colect it.

I am sure glad to hear that your cold has left you.  The weather out there must be very much like it is here, as it has rained a little off and on for 2 weeks & still it is plenty dry.  Our Flax is still coming up some of it is about 2 inches high already.  I do not know when it Ripens but I sopose about last part of July or around the 15 but it hasent  been raised around here befor that I have seen it grow so I can tell for sure.

It sounds like you must be very busy in your church affairs too.  We sure are out here    tomorrow  we have Baptism too.  Elden and Emil Dalke are to be baptised.  Next Sunday we have Sunday School Picnic then on Thurs. following the conference begins & lasts till Sunday night   the following Fri. the Sunday & Christian Indever Convention is at Menno church so it is very busy here to now.  We had communion a few weeks ago.

I dident get your other letter till Wed. so I guess it got there today  I realy  do not know just what to do so it would be easier to always get the letter there on the same day  of the week  maybe if you sent me your letter that you'll mail Sunday morn. by air mail I would get it Tue. and then you would get mine on Fri. after that unless something happens again so it takes 1 day longer and then you would still get it on Satuerday   that would be better then to wait till Monday for it.  I would you rather write 2 times a week?  I guess I'll be able to find enough time to write 2 times a week if I knew I could make you happier by doing so.  if you do I wish you would mail me the answer to this letter (which I believe you'll send of Wed.) by air mail so I'll get it Fri. then if I mail mine Sat. you'll get it Monday then after that you wont have to mail by air when yousend it off on Tue.  I'll get it Fri. then if you also send the answer to my next letter by air I'll get it Tues. then I can get mine there on Fri. so after that it should work out again if I send by air & you send you just reglar.  but if you would rather just write once a week I wont kick either so suit yourself about it.

We do not have any chicks this year  we dident think it would pay us to get any as the old chickens havent laid much yet so with good care I realy think I can get them to pretty good laying yet  we still have over 400.  they are laying about from 225 to 250 eggs a day now.  I dot know what Woelks will do I asked Mr. Welk over last fall how long ahead I had to let them know & he said well we wont hold back a wedding so it sounded like he figured they could find a place to stay when the time comes.  altho I realy would like to let them know 30 days before we want possion but I do not have to tell them if I want to get married  anyway not with whom if it hasent already leaked out some place by then.  Mr. Kliewer is still here but he told me he figured on leaving soon to go to his children.  Miss Shriner spoke in our S. S. last Sunday and I realy expect her again tomorrow.

So someone out there is getting kinda serious  You are getting left too?  Well it wont be long until a lot can quit worrying for us.

I sure wonder what some of these folks will say when they find out.  I'll bet some wont even believe it when they hear it the first time.  Pete Unruhs were here for a few minutes this evening to get their feed that we brought from Spokane and also on a little other business.

We have been putting up a electric fence just finished it today  it is pretty good  we took out all the post & put 1 every 20 steps We also took off all the other wire except 1.  and rolled them up.  A big enough current comes all the way around the field strong enough so a person cant take a hold of it & hold still.

Say when you asked about coming on the truck you just ment the pickup dident you?  How big are your chicks already?  Have you sold your cow already?  Have you told your mother already that we plan to get married?  Do you think I should write to her and ask for her peremission?  or do you think it is time enough after I get there to ask her personaly?

I believe it is time to hit the hay so I'll close for tonight  it is 11:30 now.

Good night Sweet dreams

With lots of love & kisses

Your Devotedly 

Henry

Same airmail envelope as the above letter.  


May 29

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

As I have a little time yet befor Breakfast I'll write you a few lines yet.  We had a bussiness meeting yesterday evening to decite on going to the confrence & they talked us into at least 1 of us going if at all possible.  There also was mentioned that Shirmers are starving.  Miss Mary Shirmer is there and asked for a little help  we all or at least several of us promised to give something.  We also voted a new Pres. for our C.E. or rather just put him in by convincing him he had the 2nd most votes.   then we had to vote for 2 new program committee members as one had already left and the other is leaving next week.  We are going to have a Sunday School Picnic next Sunday on the Easily Place just back of Petes.

We plan on going to Spokane today to settle the question of how we will trade our truck off.  it look very rainy this morning  I sure hope it rains a lot once   it sprinkled several times yesterday but dident rain enough to settle the dust.

We had quite a few company yesterday for Dinner & lunch.  Frank Loewens, John Peters Jr. & Jake Wittenbergs & Frank & Kathrine also had company  Mr. & Mrs. Pete Schroeder, John Wiebert &  Aron Wiens family  they were here a little while before they went home  also Will Hieberts & Mrs. John Peters Sr. and family were here a while along about lunch time.

I do not know yet who of us will go to the confrence  it may be I or it may be either Gus & K. or F & K. as soon as I know I will tell you  at least if I go I sure will try to arange so there is no delay of our letters on that account as we expect to leave here Wed. morning & come back Mon. evening  that would be almost a week.  We all want to go to the S. S. & C. E. convention at least on Sunday maybe the whole time from Fri. evening till Sunday night.  but ity only takes 3 hours to go to Menno and it takes allday to go to Monroe.

It is getting to be about breakfast time so I will close for today.  hopeing to get a very long letter from you soon.  Are mine to long  dose it take to long to read them?  I hope not.  ha ha.

Loads of Love & lots of Kisses

Your Devoted Lover

Henry

Air Mail






May 31, '39

Dear Henry:

Wanto first of all thank you very much for the lovely Diamond.  It came  Monday but seemed as though I couldn't find time to write. Your letter came today.  Mon. I was in church from 12:30 at noon till 10:30 in the evening.  We made about $14 for our Ladies Aid by serving.  Yesterday was another Holiday.  Mother & I went to the cemetry in the morn.  after dinner she went to Wichita with Dan & Margaret.

I have lots of questions to answer now adays.  We had company from Calif. all day today  she brought me a little bowl for my hope chest. ha.

I meant pickup when I asked if you were coming on the truck.  Are you sending some pictures of the weddings sometime? 

That sure is to bad that those Shirmers are so poor.  Do they have a family?

I've shocked lots of people around here since Mon.  ha.  I havn't sold my cow yet but I sure wish I could.  I need money so bad right now.  Harvest is just around the corner.  The barrly is almost ready to cut.

I wish my chicks were ready to sell.  They're only 3 weeks old.  Yes I've told mother that we were planning to get married.  I asked her if she'd have a wedding for me. & she said she didn't know if she'd be able to.  I think you can wait & talk to her personally.

We need rain very bad.  It is begining to cloud up today.  Hope we get a good rain.  We are having our S. S. picnic on June 11.  a family picnic on the 18th.

It doesn't make any diffrence when my letters come just so they get here.  We can't get them to come on the same days anyway.  I'm going to start quilting tomarrow gain.   Hope I can finish it soon.  

You must get lots of company on Sundays.  I'm gone almost every Sun.  I'm going to resign as Ladies Aid Sec. at our next meeting.  Then I have that worry off my mind.  Katie said wether I was getting married as soon after  I got my diamongdas she did?  I told her no then I'd havto be married on the 4th of July.  Do the boys know about all this already?  It'll soon get there from here if you don't tell them.  I wish I knew how much room we have wether we'll be able to take all of my junk along.  I'll write you a long letter next time.  Solong.  Hoping it won't be long till I can see you.

Lovingly

Ruth Doris

I like this poem very much.  What do you think of it?

Air Mail





May 31, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I am so happy tonight because I had such a nice letter from you.  We had a house full of company tonight as it is Kathry's H. birthday.  William Hiebert, F & K and Fritz & Edna were here   we had 4 dakes and that was just too much for the most of us  I could only eat 2 pieces & 1/2 of 2 more so I had some of each cake.

I still like the new cook fine as far as I can tell yet I havent had to change my mind any on either one of the 2 Kathryns.  But I believe My cook will suit me so much better that it just makes me Glad all over to think of her  Yes I believe I sure will injoy fixing up the house together with you.  I do have a sink or rather a wash bowl  But I believe I can also get us a big one if you would like it very much.  Gus & K are getting a very nice one about 52 inches long from a palce where Kathryn worked  it looks like new & they get it for $7.00  they talked like they were a little in dought if it would have room in their kitchen so I told them if they dident want it I did but then they decited they would make it fit but I believe we can get one too someplace.

We had a little job yesterday with the catapiller   worked 4 hours & got $20.00 today we started on a new job & got in 7 hrs. for $5.00 an hr.  that job is soposed to last for 4 or 5 dyas that will help out a little too.  but the Panhandle is shuting all these little jobs off and that sure will hurt our work too so I do not know how much we will be able to earn this summer but if God puts his blessing on us we will get along very nicely just the same.

I hope I'll be able to support you after we are married  I realy think we will make out alright maybe we wont be able to get all the new furniture we'd like to but I realy expect to earn  quite a bit this fall yet and then when we are together so we can plan it will be a lot better  now it seems like almost every day something  comes up where I would like to talk it over with you but it just cant be done.  Monday I dident hardly know what to do  Frank told us they planed on moving to Deerpark and then he would take the chickens on his share   that sure put me on the spot  Gus said it was allright with him, so I tought & tought just what to say so I wouldent give out our secret finily I dicited I just had to tell them I intended  to keep my part at least  I realy had planed to have them all to take care of next winter  they wanted to know how come so I finily told them we had to have something to do next winter but I dident want them to spread it out, I dont know what they will do.  I sure believe I can get ready for haveing our weddinganytime from July the 15th on as soon as you will choose and as for going to Okla that will be alright as you said, as far as visiting my brother but I might have to go to Beaver County yet to see mothers place & tend to it a little but we can plan that later  Maybe on our way home or I do not know just when yet.  We have to pay that tax by Aug. 10 to save the place so maybe I'll go see how it ooks & if it pays to keep it.

My I wish I could be with you tonite  the moon is so bright  it sure would be a great evening if we could be together.  Oh well it wont be long and then we'll make up for lost time.  ha, ha.

I dont believe Marie would be able to come as the sewing socitity is planning a shower for her the next time they meet & that means they expect a baby  When ever they have a shower I allways can tell but otherwise I hardly even notice it befor someone tell me.

We still haven't made any trade yet withour truck.  I'll let you know as soon as we do & just how I realy think if we trade for  new cars we'll probily be able to arrange so we could have the wedding on the same trip but I cant promise as I don't know yet in how big a hurry Frank & Kathrine will be for their pickup.  I'll tell you as soon as I'll know.  we have a deal up now where we can sell the truck with any trade maybe we'll do that.

How do you like the ring?  is it like you wanted it to be?  dose it fit?  I hope its O.K.  Well I think its time to hit the hay so Good Night "Till we meet"

With lots of love & Kisses

Your Devoted Lover

Henry

Airmail






June 7 '39

Dear Henry.

How are you?  I'm wondering wether you will be at the confrence when this letter gets there?

So Pete & Marie were surprised.  Lot of others were too.  Who said we couldnt keep a secret.  I didn't mail my other letter Wed. I mailed it Thursday thats why it didn't get there before Saturday.

Marie syas you can write so she won't haveto.  Well she doesn't very often.

I have another job I don't know when I'll start.  When ever that woman gets ready for me.  ha ha.

I took mother to the doctor today.  He examined her & gave her some medicine hope that will help.

If mother lets me have the car I wanto go to  Wichita tomarrow for a club Banquet.  I'll stay till Fri. if I go.  I picked gooseberries & peas yesterday.  I've been quilting too.  I'm almost finished with that.

Dan combined the barley today.  I forgot to ask him how much it made.  The wheat will soon be ripe too.  The oats is very short.  Hows your flax?

It looks like rain tonite sure hop it rains before morning.

We were at my brother Ed's last nite.  His boy is up already but his feet are still very swollen.

Have you told Woelks that they'd have to move?  I'm expecting a letter from Marie now pretty soon.

We had a very nice song festival Sun. had a very large crowd.  was with Esther all afternoon & evening.

Its time for bedtime stories so sweet dreams.

Love

Ruth Doris.

Here I am in Wichita.  I saw the pretties bride in the window  I wish I could get that outfit.  We are going shopping after lunch & then in the evening you ought to see me.  I'm wearing a light blue chiffon formal trimed in pinks.  I'm going home tomarrow sometime.  

I weighed at the doctor yesterday & I've lost 14 lbs already since February.  So long till Saturday.

Airmail







June 10, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How is my Sweetie by now?  I am feeling just fine.  No I am at home  We worked at Rathdrum again today earned $42.50  We dident work there yesterday in the morning we set our new mower together and as it had always rained (out where we work) in the afternoon we dident go and then it dident rain so we sure wished we had.  Well we got in a full day Thurs. & also today even if we had to work in the rain it dident rain enough to soak us so we stayed.

On the other air mail letter the stamp is May 31 6 P.M. that is why I tought it had went off Wed. but this one got here alright today and it is post marked June 8.  4:30 P.M. so it made good time.  

Gus & Kathryn planed on coming home tomorrow so I hope they do  Kathrine F. is sick or lame or something so I ate at F & Ednas tonite.  I guess I will again in the morning.  F & K want to go to Deerpark right away in the morning.  there is soposed to be C. E. there in the evening.  I guess I'll go with F. & Edna out there for C. E. as I want to stay for S. S. here.

I wish it would rain here instead out where we work.  it rained just enough to settle the dust and out where we work it has been too mudy to go up the hill for all of this week & rained every day.  Our flax is still only a few inches high out here.  I havent been to our place for a week so I do not know how high it is there.

Say Sweetheart what makes you loose so much weight?  are you trying to reduce?  or is it my fault that you are loosing weight sence you started to write to me again?  or are you so worried about me or something?  Please don't worry too much everything will come out all right.  It wont be long till we can be together all the time,  My it makes me glad all over when I think of it.  You sure must look wonderful in that outfit of yours.  I'll bet you look just as pretty as that Bride you saw in the window, don't you think so too?

My I wish I could seeyou tomorrow.  I believe maybe you would have a hard time to send me home at 10.  What would you do if I  wouldent go?  Would you go get the rolling pin?  or just say Good night & go into bed?  You know I believe I could intress you enough so you woudent think it was so late yet and then I would not leave at 10.  ha, ha.

By the way  How many Sisters & Bros. do you have?  I dont know all of them  only 3 of your sisters & 1 brother.  Dan, Marie, Ester & Elizabeth.  of corse I know you have a sister Margaret & Bro. Ed.  is that all or not?  guessing by what you write Margaret must be a very dear sister to you, do you sopose she will approve of me?  I kinda think we'll get along alright or just fine.  dont you think so too?  What is her last name?

No I havent told Woelks yet that they will have to move as I realy dident want them to know yet when we planed to get married but I guess I might as well tell them we want possion the 15 of Aug.  Don't you think that will be about right?  I guess I'll tell them either tomorrow or Monday & then I might tell them I'll let them know soon just when we want it but if they want to know real bad I'll tell them around the 15 of Aug. as soon as we get home but they are to take care of the chickens till we are home.  As I realy think G & K and William & Helen will go out there too for our wedding if we invite them.  Will we?  Also Mother.

Maybe my brother & some of his family will also want to come from Okla.  If your mother is to hard up to get eats for them I guess I'll pay part of it so they can be there for the wedding.

My Brother Franz from Okla wrote he had already been there at Mother's place and it looked like it could make a crop & said if we sent the money there to pay the taxes he would go and get it all straightened out so I guess we wont have to go there unless we want to just to see it.  Mother is fixing up her house in Ore. repainting it at least inside also repapering it she wrote today and said she was almost done.

We done some cleanup work here at Tweedie yesterday  it looks a lot better but we only about 1/2 finished so it needs more yet.

Say Sweetie would it make you mad if someone kissed you as a bride?  I mean beside me?  for instance Gus or some one.  You know I have kissed several Brides & I woudent be suprised if someone would get that back on lmy Bride.  Maybe I shouldent have been so____-? but I tought that was fun and I have been reading that that is notting out of order so I allways tought I would take the chance while I had it, so I guess I wouldent have any kick coming if someone chose to kiss you.  Unless you object, then of corse I would too.  Please tell me now maybe I can spare you some imbaressment.  As I sure wouldent like to see you get your feelings hurt on the wedding.

It is 10:55 so I better say Good night and go to bed.  

With lots of love & Kisses

Your Devoted Lover

Henry

Roses Love Sunshine

Vilotes Love Dew

God and his Angeles

They know I love you
11:20 P.M.  Sunday Night

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I must add a few more lines yet tonight it is pretty late already but I guess I can stand it for 3 minutes more.

We had C.E. at Deerpark tonight  had a very nice program  none was left out and also had lots of Vollenteers  I liked it real well.  The folks from the confrence also came back and stopped in there so they came when the Program was about 1/2 over but they allmost all had a part yet so they had to bring it yet.

At the Closeing Pete made some announcements yet  Emma Ruth is planing to come to both Deerpark & Newport yet befor the convention to Deerpark Tues & here Wed. night.

Then he also brought us some sad news  they had gotten ready to go home this morning had taken some pictures yet and as Gus & K had been at a diffrent place they had to wait a little while for them yet & so Mary Shurmers little Indian boy had gone along with the little boy there to the road to get their milk cans & then a car had run over him, there were tall weeds so it was impossible to see the boy come all at once he had been on the road & then he hit him cariing him along for 75 ft. befor the car could stop they had just stopped & picked him up and to the hospital.  the boy was unconscious  he had 3 holes in his skull where they had to make stictches but other wise they coudent tell if he was hurt, they coudent tell much yet if he had a chance to live or not.  So Mary Shurmer stayed there too.  She also had had lots of trouble with asma as that is very low  altatude so it looks bad for them both, (I think)  There is no telling when she will come back over here.

I do not know who all is going to the convention from here but I think quite a few for Sunday  I do not know for the rest of the time  Fri. night and Sat.  I do not think we will be there except Sunday.  Pete asked us to take Elden & Malvin along so I guess they will go with us  I do not know for usre.

They said they had a very Blessed time out there at the confrence & I think it sure will be at the convention too if we can go.  but we are very busy so I do not think we'll get to go except Sunday.

My I wish I could be with you and talk with you   that would be so much better then this writing.  You know where we parked to Pennith?  My I get lonesome for you when I go by there.  today a car was parked there cose to the old highway and that sure made me think of you right away and wishing I could be with you Making love the real way.  My that will be a Great joy when I'll be able to take  you in my arms again  that will be so much better then the poor way I can express my lvoe to you on paper.

It is 11:50 so I think I better close and beat it to bed so Good Night  I hope I have a very sweet dream of you tonight  I do in the daytime at daydreaming  ha ha.

Loads of Love & 

Bushels of Kisses

Your Devoted Lover

Henry

Hope to see you soon.  It rains again tonight hope it rains a lot once.  

Monday Morning.  it dident rain much so we are going to work

June 10

Dear Henry.

Its getting to be the wee hours but I will try to stay awake to write this.  How are you?  Did you cook come home already?  Did your cook come home already.

We had 2 good rains Thurs. & last nite.  The crops look good.

I had a nice time in Wichita.  I wore my niece's banquet dress to the banquet then every  body asked me if I had graduated from H. School this spring.  Some one asked weather I was 16 yrs. old. ha.  I did quite a bit of shopping too.  I looked at wedding dresses too but I didn't have enough money to get it just then.

I would like to get married in church, if it is al all possible.  I wanto have a small reception too if at all possible but we'll wait & see how things turn out.  It won't be a very large wedding.

I think we can get started the day after the wedding.  We can have most everything packed before hand.  We could use mothers car & have our stuff most all packed Saturday already then we'd get started Mon.  I don't think we will go much visiting.  I don't have any close relatives around here except the family.  That's all we'd have time for.  In 6  days we would have time for much else but get ready.  That would be fine if those boys came to the wedding than we wouldn't havto go to Beaver County.

Mother hasn't said much to me about my getting married.  She can hide something like that so well.

I'm still waiting for my job.  Margaret was here today & helped me quilt.  Thanks for the pictures, they look nice.

I wondred if you wanted a wedding ring.  Thats why I asked.

I wish I knew lots of things that I don't know.  I got some nice (second hand) curtains from Esther.  I sure hope I can make use of them.

Does your mother know that you are planning to get married?  Wonder how she will approve of the match?  What your other sisters & brothers say?  Did Gus & Kathryn get all settled already?  Say how is the linoleum in your dinning room, what color etc.  Are the wood works in the house painted or just varnished?

Tomarrow we have our S. S. picnic.  If it rains some more we can't go out to the creek like we had planned.

There won't be so much here to clean up from the wedding that we can't leave Mon. on the account.  & besides Esther will come home for 2 or 3 weeks then & she can make herself useful.

Hoping to hear from you soon.    Lovingly, Ruth Doris

June 14, 1939

11:00 p.m.

Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

Why must it always be so late by the time I get to write?  Well that can't keep me from writing to my Dearest Girl.  Say I'l;l sure agree with those people who tought you were just out of hoighschool or 16 so for that you are just as Sweet and Beautiful as if you were onl 16 or just out of school  But I sure am glad you are the age you realy are for a lot of other things.  Still you know that a person is just as old as he feels or acts and a Pure Heart helps a lot to make a person feel young and cheerful,  I sure do feel a lot more cheerful  now sence the Lord has been so good to me that he has awakened such a wonderfull Love between you & me  I realy can see how he has had his hand in the matter from the very beginning  there were times last fall when I realy coudent understand his leading but he has turned it all out to our best I believe.  Dont you feel the same way about it?  You know it seems like strangers are a lot more free in expressing their opinion then our own family, like a man that we work for told me he probily would have more work for us around the last of July so I said we sure would appreciate it if we could kinda clean up the work by July 25 & then not work till August 15 or so because I wanted to go back East and get married,  I useto think I dident have time for that in Summer but now I had time whenever the time came  Well he says:  "This must be the right one and that makes a very big diffrence,"  "Thats the way it goes when you find the right one."  Mrs. Abe Bergen came to me tonight after church and greeted me:  "Good evening BrideGroom"  then she told me she had heard it already from others befor but she realy did know if she should believe it or not as lots of times others thought they knew & I woudent know anything about it so she went to Will Hieberts & asked Helen & she told her it was true, so she had to congradulate me.

Miss Emma Ruth was here again tonight.  She still knew me & what do you think  she even named me a couple of times to give a tought or question & she asked no one else by name, altho I kinda dought if I realy come out with what she expected me to or not.

Well I believe Frank & Kathrine will be at Deerpark very soon but I hardly think they know just which place they want yet  they first had 1 place picked for $1200.00 & when they got him down to $1000.00 they went there to look it over again & then they found a diffrent one for $2500.00 and $1200.00 for all his implements and 6 cows, 2 yearing sters, 2 Brood sows, 8 pigs, 2 big horses and all that he had on the farm except his furniture  also 100 little chicks 50 old hens & some a little bigger, there is 15 acres of alfalfa lots of garden and it is time to cut the alfafa so they have to hurry.

We have been lucky enough to sell one trailor (for hauling logs).  so we have to put it in shape to work right away & we broke a piece on our Bulldozer so it is in town to be fixed  I think I'll help him fix it  &  let Gus go to Spokane.

I seem to be terrible sleepy so please excuse me for not writing more.

I guess we'll just go Sunday for the convention.  F & K dont want to go so I guess G & K and maybe Fritz & Edna and Elden & Melven, and maybe F. F. Janzen from Calif. and I will go on our car  I do not know for sure yet.

Good night  I keep falling asleep  it is 11:55 now.




With lots of Love & Kisses

Your Devotedly

Henry

P. S.  That will suit me fine if we can get away there Monday after the wedding.

June 14

Dear Henry.

How are you?  I'm fine.  Did you have rain?  We had about 3 inches this morning.  It rained & was quite windy.  The creek was so high that the mail didn't even come.  So I can't answer your letter today.

June 15.  I'm still at home.  Hope I'll get to start working pretty soon.  I had a letter from Marie & Sara Dalke had told her she had know for quite a while that you were getting married.  You better go & tell them all about when & what.  I think she's half peeved that she didn'tknow about it.

My I wish you'd have some of our rain.  We wouldn't need quite so much.

I sure hope you get to go to the convention.  Our C. E. Convention is in July.

I don't lose weight to reduce.  I work so hard.  ha.  I have been worrying quite a bit but I don't any more caused just figger everything will turn out alright.  I have 4 sisters and 3 brothers all married but Esther.  You knew I had a brother Ruben.  Margarets name is Mrs. Dan Hein.  I think she'll approve of you.  I don't know of course.

Why don't you tell Woelks to move about the 10th cause if you tell them the 15th it might take a few days more & then we haveto sit around there till they get out.

Of course we will have our families atht ehwedding & I think motehr will have a reception for us.  All of your family will be welcome to come over anytime.  We don't have just an awful lot of room but we'd manage somehow.

So we don't haveto go to Bever County.  Do we?  The roads that way arn't so good so it will save us quite a bit if we don't.  Brides are kissed always after the wedding. & I suppose I will be too.  I won't be hurt if someone kisses me.

Have you bought a new Stove?  What color is it?  What color is the woodwork in the kitchen?

That certainly is to bad about Mary Shirmer's little boy.  Hope everything turns out alright.  The folks from the confrence must have made goo time coming back.  Is Kathryn F. well already?  ha.

I finished my quilt Tuesday.  Now I have a few more things to sew then I'll be ready to sit & wait till you come.  ha. ha.

I have thought about getting married Saturday nite then we could be together with our familites till Mon. morning & then leave.  How would that suit you?

Dans Barley made 25 bu. to the acre on one piece & 13 on another.

Did I ever ask you weather you had a large canvas to put over the back end of the truck?  Will we havto do any papering on our house?  I hope we don't havto do to much cause things sure run up into expense.  Is there a bathroom?  or is there a place where we could put one?

I am going to town now to do some business for mother  get her a liability insurance on the car etc.  Then I halfto get my drivers liscense renewed before July 1.

How big a family does your brother in Okla. have?

Hoping to see you soon.  time flies so fast it won't be long now.

Loads of Love,

Ruth Doris.

Mother has been sick in bed all week.  She is feeling some better now.

June 17, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I sure will be glad when we will be over this writing and bet together in person,  my this gets on my nerves.  When I do not get a letter when I expect it   I even went to town to get it but there was none there hope I get one Mon.  I sure feel blue now, it seems like this week has been such a tragic week.  A. A. Woelks recived a telegram from Kans. that there should be a funeral on Sunday and they wired a return ticket for Mrs. Woelk so she could come but they had the ticket made for the wrong route so it would be Monday befor she got there.  the telegram wasent signed nor who was dead so I guess that was quite a shock  they tried to make changes in Newport but coudent finily they went to Spokane where she was to leave if she wanted to get there by Sunday  but no reply came  they waited till 10:00 & then came home,  Fritz & Edna had gone with them  when they got a little over 1/2 way home a axle broke but they dident know what it was so they got a truck to tow them  after a little ways the wheel came off so the housing drug the road that scared the little girls so because the sparks flew so bad that Hulda jumped out of the car pretty soon  she is mostly brused and was stunted  she stayed right where she fell till they got back to her  after about 5 minutes but then she just come to & could walk with some help  she is still in the hopsital but will probily come home tomorrow.

linda sat in front with Edna & F. so Frank told them not to jump so Edna held Linda till she couldent hold on any longer & after going about 3/8 of a mile they finily got the truck stoped but befor he stoped Linda either fell or jumped off the front of their car  they ran over her with a front wheel and then she was under the car & as the axle draged it was to low for her to pass under she even was drug by her head a few feet. ; her head is all brused and cut they had to sow 4 stitches on a streight cut on the right side of the top of her head and on the left side a corner was torn in her scalp where they had to put in 5 stiches  they dident think she would live but there is more hope now  she never was unconcioes  she started talking as soon as they got her out from under the car.  Mr & Mrs. Woelks & Fritz lifted the car & Edna pulled her out from under it.  the truck driver also helped a little then he said he would call a docter and so he left but dident tell no one  at least no help came that was sent by him till 4: A.M. so they had to wait till a car cme along about 15 minutes later to take Linda to a Dr. or Hospital then they sent the Deputy to get Hulda.  We got the car yesterday.  that happened Thurs night.  They got a letter today that it was Mrs. Woelks Bro. that died.

I was so sleepy last time I wrote that I for got to answer some of your questions so I'll try to answer them now.  I haven't heard from mother yet sence she knows we plan to get married, but I think she is very glad I am getting you,  My Bros. & Sisters dont say much at all at least not that I hear.  No I guess G & K are still settling down.  The linoleum iin our house is brown & white checkers or squares or some sush color with Brown background  the woodwork is painted Brown if I remember right.

I believe the curtins will come in very handy.  We had company yesterday evening and again tonight.  today is G's birthday  Will Hieberts were here also John Wittenbergs, F & E & F & K  they stayed till 10:15 so now it is 11:30 again seems like I just cant get to my writing till late.  We sure had some nice rains the last 3 days, the flax look good now.  F & K bought a place at Deerpark today fo4r $2500.00 so we are deviding up.  We havent finished it yet but G & I take all the machinery except a dubble drum for hoisting.  also the car & pickup I guess F. will take the cordwood.  I sure would hve liked to have you here to pick on what we wanted.

Well I think I will close for tonight and probily drop a few lines yet after we are back from the convention,  we are leaving tomorrow at 6:20 A.M. & take Mr. Franz Janzen from Calif.  Pete made also Elden & alven & Fritz & Edna.  Want to come back Sun. night.

Good night

Your True Blue

Lover Henry.

Sunday night

Dearest Sweetheart  We are back from covention  We sure had a very blessed time.  Also met lots of friends  I enjoyed it very much but it is past 12:00 so I'll not write much now  will tell you all about it in my next letter and later maybe when I see you.  I was so blessed that I forgot all the things that made me feel blue  altho now I am very lonesome for you again, it seems like it will be very hard to wait till last part of July to see you.  I sure hope I have a letter Mon.

Love,

Henry

June 17

Dear Henry.

We are having hot summer weather.  It has been very windy for several days.  It is getting cloydy again.  Did you have train?  How does the flax look?  Do you think it will make anything?  

How was the convention?  Will it be at Newport next year?  Were you on the program?

Mother & I were in Newton yesterday.  She is getting some new glasses, that shall help her dizziness.  He also treated her nose.  How is your mother?  Have you told them about when your wedding will be?  Are they planning strong on coming?

How is the Pete Unruh family?  Was Petes Uncle there for a visit?

I bought the prettiest silver set yesterday.  it was half price now.  I also bought my white shoes.

We went to Margaret & Dan in the evening.  Margaret was running the tractor & Dan the binder.  They had cut 40 a. already were going to combine the rest.  Dan (my brother) started combining today.  The wheat is real nice.  It will make about 15 b. to the acre.

So we won't have F & K for nieghbors will we?  What are you going buying him out?  What are you doing about the cars are you going to Detroit or not?

Tomarrow is substitute Sunday so I don't halfto worry about teaching my class.  & the choir is off duty till in fall.

I've been wondering about your place.  Do you own the whole thing or how much debt is there on it yet?

Almost the whole town of Hillsboro is going to Calif.  3 of the girls that I am with a lot are leaving tomarrow morning.  One is staying 2 weeks & the others 6 weeks.  Our Doctor is there now too.

The other day when it was muddy I fell & hurt my right hop.  I may havto go to Doctor yet.  Six more weeks & then you'll be here.  Can you imagine?  I sure rather talk to you know.  I can't put everything on paper that I'd like to ask you.  I will ring off for tonite.

Lovingly

Ruth Doris

June 20

Dear Henry.

My I wish you'd get some of our rain.  We had a terrible windstorm with hail & rain Sunday nite.

I went fishing yesterday  I caught 10 cats.  Mother was so hungry for fish so we took a day off to go fishing.

How are you getting along with your jobs.  I'll tell you a secret.  Just between you & me.  Margaret & Dan are planning to go west this fall so we can expect company.

P.M.  We had another shower tonite just enough so they had to stop combining.  

I want to ask you something.  be sure and answer just the way you feel about it.  Would you mind if we had a little flower girl for an attendent at our wedding?

Would it be asking to much to have you measure the windows in the front room?  How wide & also how long from the top of the window till the floor.  Then also in the bed rooms.  Did you say there were 3 windows in the front room?  Are they close together or one on each side of the room?  

Did Frank & Kathryn move already?

June 21

Got your letter this morning.  How are all the Worlks after there accident?  We are having rain & more rain.

Which every way you divide up will be just o.k. with me.  Just so you can do it peacfuly.

Did you get a stove already?  How did Elden & Melvin enjoy the convention?  Were there a lot from there?

Mother is feeling a lot better this week than she has for a while.

I'm going to town this afternoon, then I'll mail this so you will maybe get it this wek yet.

The time will fly so fast till the last of July that we won't know where it went.  I wish when you start for Kansas that you will be very careful so you don't have an accident.  There is so much of that.

Be seeing you soon,

Love

Ruth Doris

