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June 21, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How are you?  is you hip better already?  I sure hope so.

Yes we had a good big rain Mon. night besides several showers, so it is nice and wet  the flax looks good now, sure starts to grow.  I believe there is a good chance for a crop.  No we do not have to go to Beaver County.  No I have a old stove to trade in ona new one but I do not want to get a new stove until you are here to help me pick it.
Mary Chirmer's boy is out of the hospital  I believe she is back here already.  Hulda Woelk is out of the Hospital too & Linda is improving so I sopose she will make it then.  K. F. is well anytime she wants to & also sick at short notice.  Fri. she was sick Saterday they went to Deerpark so she was well till Monday night after supper, (there was meeting Rev. F. F. Janzen.  Pete's Uncle was here) and then she was sick so they stayed home but Tues she was well again.  Well we devided up and they left to Deerpark already so I guess we wont always know when she is sick.  G & I took the catapiller Dodge Truck, pickup, car, Allis & Mower and other little things.  Frank took the hoist & all the cordwood & some other little things. so we will not go to the factory at all this year.  Frank also told me I could buy his part of the chickens  I also believe we can get G. part if we want them.  Say what do you think about having a big bunch of Rabbits in our Brooder house?  (it is emty as is)  I have a good chance to get about 35 old does and a whole bunch of little ones  Flemish Gaints the big ones for $1.50 each & the yound for 75 each  over $100.00 worth altogether.  I think we could make some money with them but I sure dont want to get them if you arent interessed in them too.

I believe I can borrow Woelk's canvas to cover the back of the pickup.  I do not remember just how the paper looks in our house but I woudent be suprised if we would have to paper the living room but I do not think the others need it.  there is now bathroom but I think we can get one in there if we want to.

My Brother Franz in Okla has 3 boys & 2 girls  one of the girls is married.

The convention was very good  I sure injoyed it.  Say they sure seemed to be very interessed in seeing you so I guess I'l have to take you there sometime so they can see you.  

No we dident get the whole bunch in the notion to invite the convention over here so we dident,  so the next one will be at Colfax, but I kinda half way promised to get the rest out here in the right mood to invite it next year seemd like there sure was a bunch that would like to comver over here once.

Is you mother well again?  My mother just wrote she felt good and my Sister Marie had told her to go along with me it sounded like she was interessed already but G.S & W's plan pretty strong on going & taking her so I guess she will go that way as for staying all night there are lots of places where they can stay so they won't have to stay at your place  they want to visit all the time anyway.

Pete's family is just fine  I have talked to them & told them about our wedding.  But I have not told my mother yet when it shall be.  Mr. Janzen was at Pete's a coupld of days & went along with us to the convention & back.  on the way home the others say a bear cross the the road but I held my eyes shut so I did not see it.

I sure would like to see you silver set.  How many pieces?  Have you sold your cow already?  Yes I have bought the whole place but I still owe about $1050.00 on it  $50.00 at the Old National Bank if I pay that I can get a deed for it & then I owe Mother & Annie each $500.00 on it yet.

That will be o.k. with me to have the wedding Saterday night if that suits you.  When I think how short time I have to get a hold of enough money to make the trip & also the oterh expences we'll have, it seems very little time but when I think How long it will be befor I get to see you it seems a very long time yet.

I realy think I'll make it o.k.  We started working for Miller today & he always has paid us cash when we finish the job so I believe we will get it again.  then we have a lot more coming at 3 or 4 other places.  How much would you guess the expence will be for me?  do you think that $100.00 will cover them?  I might get a pessenger on the way over there  I am anot sure yet.  We had lots of company again tonight  Petes, Williams & Fritzs  so it is about the usal time to quit or I wont get to bed today.  I sure hope that Hip of yours is better by now.  my I wish I could be there to see you & talk rather than write.

We sure cant complain about it being hot here it is real cool.  Do you think I'll be able to sleep there if it is so hot when I am into this cool weather?

Good night

With lots of Love & Kisses

Your Devoted Lover

Henry

June 24

Dear Henry.

How are you?  I am fine, only tired & sleepy. I started working yesterday.  The baby arrived during the nite.  So here I am being trained to be a nurse. ha.  The doctors wife comes down once a day.  last nite I was here all by my self with the mother & baby & I didn't get but about 3 hrs. sleep & have been on my feet all day.  Hope we can all sleep good this nite.

My hip is better.  I guess it was mostly bursied.

Well I'm glad you got all the dividing done before I got there.  I won't say anything about Kathryn, because I'm wondering what they'll say about me??

I don't know about the rabbits.  Its quite a bit of money.  But of course if you think you can make something on them.  My Dad never had luck raising or selling them.

Mother is pretty good.  she feels better after she got her new glasses.  What did Petes say about the whole affair??

My silver is very pretty ha.  It is a 50 piece set 12 of each knifes, forks, teaspoons & soupspoons.

I was going to have lots of time to write tonite & then it was the baby & then the mother, & than 4 bouquets of flowers came, etc.

What are you going to do get a deed for yourself, or is the place going to be ours?

If its hot when your here than we'll be in a bigger hurry to get back to the mountains.

Say more about our wedding.  I guess I'll find out in a week or 2 how big a wedding & reception we'll have.  & you make out a list of people with address & all, because I think well have to get the invitations mailed before you get here.  Don't you?  put those separate who are closest too you or who we could probably inviteto the recepation if any.

No!  I havn't sold my cow but I hope to some day soon,  I don't know what you mean by $100 being enough do you mean traveling expense or all together?  I don't think That will be enough & than again it might be.

I can't make much headways for the next 2 weeks cause I'll be here in this hole penned up.  The people around here are under the impression that Woelks own the chickens & the ranch too.  ha.  give my a suggestion as to how you'd like our wedding to be etc.  Sometime when I have lots of time I'll write & give you my plans in detail.

I terribly sleepy & I should write to Esther & Marie yet but don't know just how to manage.

This lady got the most beautiful flowers today.  I'm so glad that this working out business will soon be over & I can do my own work.  Thinking of you always.

Love,

Ruth Doris

Hope you can read this scribble.

June 26

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I realy was disappointed Saterday when I dident have a letter but I sure was glad when I did get it today.  Well it dident worry me very much only a little while just after I knew I dident have one.  I sure will be glad when we are together so we do not have to write and then wait a week for an answer.  in some ways it seems like the time sure flys but in the other it seems like a long time yet till I'll be there.  I promised Mr. Henry Kliewer he could go along with me out there & stay for $10.00 and his share of eats & room.  What do you think of that?  I do not know yet which route I want to take  I looked a little at going straight Eeast from Bommers Ferry on Highway 2 till I get to N.D. & Minn. line and take 81 from there to McPherson  Mr. Kliewer wants to go to Newton but I dont know if I would want to take him there first as I sure will want to see you as soon as I can.  I plan on leaving here Wed. 26 morning early and drive thru in 3 to 4 days, do you think that will be alright or do you think it is nessisary to leave here befor then if I am not busy I might leave sooner but I hop[e to be on the job till I am ready to leave.  We are about there with our jobs at present only a few more hours work but we already know of a party who needs some road built so we want to go see him tomorrow.  We have earned about $137.50 sence we split with Frank.  sure had some tough going for a whold day rocks so we coudent get nowhere any we were working by the foot at 4 cents a foot so we dident make over $8.00 in a whole day 8 hrs. but we already made up a good part of what we lost there so I guess its alright.

That sure is fine that Margaret & Dan want to come & see us.  How big were the fish you cought?

That certainly would be alright with me if we had a little flower girl.  I hope I'll be able to do my part at the wedding.  You might have to tell me certian things so I'll know how to act in your church  I might do it all wrong if I acted at home.

I went to our place tonight and measured the windows also looked at the walls  it looks like we might have to paper the whol thing.  the windows in the front room are each on one side of the room alone on 3 sides the windows are in the bedrooms there is 1 window in each room outside of _________ it 3 ft. the window panes are 28 x 30 in. alsop 7 ft from top of window to the floor.  there also is a glass door  with a 22 x 26 in. glass.  the living room has also 3 windows plus 2 glass doors & it has 22 x 26 in. panes.  the windows are 2 close together of the same size as in the front room & 1 like in the bedrooms.

Frank & K. moved today to their new home.  

Hulda Woelk is allright already and Linda is doing very nicely  they expect to move her into the ward very soon & anybody can come to see her now again.

We had a very nice C.E. last night   we had the Topic Faith and we sure had a very blessed time.  I think Elden & Melvin injoyed the convention just fine but on the way home I asked E. if he had already heard that you were coming over here again this summer & he said no.  What dose she want?  so I said oh I dont know or something like that  he dident have any idia why.  I sopose he ask Marie Monday if she knew anyway he sure felt good about it Mon. night at the meeting  he would always smile or laugh & say Uncle Henry I sure feel like teasing.  Yesterday all the Unruh children called me Uncle already  What do you make of that  don't you think they are rushing the season a little?  ha  ha  it dont bother me at all  I sure like to see children happy & it seems like it gives them great joy so I don't mind.  there were 3 carloads at the convention from here  Mary Krehbiel took 4 boys over there & was there all the time.  Jake Wittenbergs took Abe Bergen & F.J. Kliewers from here.  My I sure liked to sing in the Union chior.  Jake Ws. went Sat. mom & we Sun morning.

Have you noticed already that there will be nice moon light the week befor our wedding?  that sure will be great.  Have you decited already if the wedding is to be Sat. night?  I believe that would be very good then if the chiveree is Fri. night we could pass some of the presents Sat. yet maybe, not?

There is a chiveree here tonight but I do not have time to go  one of our old neighbots got married last Sat. night.  a english man that lives only little over 1/4 mile from our place.

G & K went to Petes on business so I have the house all to my self.  they are just coming home now 10:50 P.M. so I think I'll close and go to bed too.  When I get there I try to make up for all the lost time of making love to you.  by the way I wont imbarris you too much if I take you in my arms and kiss you when I get there even if there are others around will I?  or do you wish to keep that pravite?  as that will be the first time I ever kissed you and will be a very great occason for me.

Just think in 30 days from now I'll be on my way over there if it is Gods will.  I sure hope so.  I have Great Faith that God has brought us together and by his Grace we shall be very Happy.  Good Bye till we meet again.

With lots of love & kisses

Your True Lover

Henry

P. S.  How much are suits over there maybe they are a lot cheaper here.  I can get a whole outfit to wear for $22.50 tailor made.  (from top to toe.)  is it too much trouble to find out for me?  if they are much higher there please tell me what color suit you would like for me to wear as Groom & I get it here.  suit only about $15.00

Postmarked:   June 29, 1939





Sunday nite

Dear Henry.

Hear I thought I'd get to write a long letter to you tonite, and than company came & now its late again.  I was so sleepy last nite that I don't even know what I wrote.  I got to rest about 2 hrs. this afternoon.  Havto  stay up till the babies 10 oclock feeding now.

We had a shower this evening, and now its thundering and lightning terrible.   Dan got all his wheat cut & also some oats.  Dan Hein has a lot of his cut too.  How is your harvest coming along?  It looks like the lights will go out any time now.

I'm sure looking for a letter from you tomarrow  Hope I'm not dissappointed.  I'm to wash in the morning.  Papa is going to work tomarrow.

I have my weddingl ist almost made out.  I have about 90 for the reception & than about 30 or 40 beside those and if we have our wedding Saturday August 5 at 7 P.M.  That will take about an hour & then have the reception.  Maybe we could get our picture taken in the fornoon.  Only I'm worried about my bouquet.  I would like to have a few flowers & ferns in the church & on the tables the wedding cake and some candels.  & Than I would like to have a little program in the basement after the reception.

Tues.

Here I havn't had a letter from you yet.  Its rain, rain, rain here.  Yesterday & also today.

We had a fair nite last nite but I was almost wore out so I & mamma slept till 10 this morning.  Papa got his own breakfast & went to work.  Tomarrow is wash day again.

Will you have your flax cut when you come over here? 

Thursday nite.

Well your letter finaly came.  I have my work all done up & I want to finish this & take it to the mail.  I need a little airing.  This is the hardest job I've ever had.  I sold my cow today got $92 for her.  I think thats pretty good.

I sure do wish you could get here before Saturday.  At least if we want to go to Okla. yet.  I guess the $10 for your passanger will help out.  Can't you take No. 10 from Couer D'lane till you hit 81 and than down to McPhereson?

We don't have chiverees around here so we dont need to worry about that I don't think.  I would like for you to wear a dark suit either blue or black if that suits you.  Maybe it would be best to get your stuff there than you could get it inbetween times.  Is your mother realy coming to the wedding?  & are Gus & Wills coming?  I'll have one of the little girls I worked for as our little flower girl.  Esther wrote & said she had a big surprise for me & I'm wondering what it is.  Shes coming home for Sat. & Sun. & I get to go home too.

I plan to have a little program at the reception, or did I write you that once.  Well hoping to see you soon.

Love,

Ruth Doris

June 28

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I am sure glad your hip is better  it had me a little worried  it seemed like I could just feel it myself.  I had my hip hurt when I was about 7 years and that took quite a while to get better & again 10 years ago  I went to the Dr. and he told me I would have to lay off for 6 weeks and not do anything but I wanted to go the the harvest field so I dident lay off at all  it just bothered me at times  also my sholder it has till just a little while ago felt and heard just as if it crushed down if I layed down on my right side but I havent noticed it latly so I sopose it is better,  the Dr. wanted to give me 6 treatments with vilet ray lights but said there were no bones out of place so I dident take any at all,  I am just as strong as if it is allright as about 1 year ago we went to the park in Spokane and I outlifted every one there by 300 points and the average by 700  the averagewas around 1000 & I lifted 1700 two times in sucession, altho it seems like I get tired just as soon as Gus doing the same work.

Last night was the first time I get to bed by 9:30 for a very long time  I do not remember when.  I sure hope you get more sleep then just 3 hrs.  you cant stand that very long  I do not think.  I do not know what they will say about you but Mr. Schroeder told me a long time ago you were a very good girl  I better try to get you for my wife  you would be just right for me.  Petes dident say much at all  only Pete said they got married once so they werent so easily peeved if they dident know about others.  & he also said why don't you do like we carry Ruth's things in the Garage for later?  Marie's things are still there.  I said no I would a lot rather take it along right away.

I guess I am in about the same fix as you   I also tought I had a good chance to write a long letter tonight as I started at about 6:30 but I had written this till Wiolliam Hieberts came over with 2 letters  1 from Mother 6 pages long & 1,2 pages from Mrs. Dave Hiebert for me to read they were German and by the time I got thru with them a man was here wo we do some work for and it seems like we cant get it done like he wants it so he has been here explaining till 10:00 so now I am back on the letter.  Some people had told Mother & Annie that if  I got married & G & F were already married the would have a very hard time getting their money from us  it would be impossible so they wanted us to tell them how much we owed them and give it to them on writing also tell them how it was about properity that Papa & Dave had owened who owned it now  if the children or if Mother & Annie so I guess I'll have to answer them soon too.

Sure the place is going to be ours  everything I own is going to be yours just as well as mine.  that is my idia of married people and I sure aim to hae it that way too.  Don't you think that is right?  or do you expect to call everything you have now yours and I do not have any intress in it?  I sure hope not but just the same everything thats mine is yours too.  I do not intend to say 1/2 is mine or yours but everything is mine is yours too & realy hope you will feel the same way about me and what you have now.  How di you feel about it?

I realy can't say much about how the wedding is to be except I would just as soon have a simple wedding with not to much unnessary expences altho if the weddin gis in church in the evening then we could invite some of our cousins and friends there for the weddin g& not for the reception coudent  we?  I will make out a list of names & tell you about them & send it along in my next letter so you can mail them when ever you think its time.  as it robily would be rather late after I get there. 

I'm sure glad you thnk so much of me I am thinking of you all day long too.  Ernest Unruh  was here just a little while ago on his way home.  F.F. Janzen was back again from Canada.

William Hieberts are selling us strawberries for $1.00 per crate they are a lot higher in town  $1.50 & up to $4.50 a crate.  Shall I try to get some for us too?  I realy think Kathrine is canning for us too 1/2 for them & 1/2 for us. 

 How do you like your job?  do you have to wrok very hard?  are you still loosing weight?  I hope not or all your close won't fit and if you come back again after our wedding your dresses will be to small again will they not?  We sure have nice moon light here now  I sure could stand several hours with you out in it or rather I would injoy it very much.  I sure am glad we will have each other soon and then we can talk & express our love in a lot better & fuller way then now.  Since I can read you writing all of it, can you make out all of mine?

Good night  Sweet dreams

Your True Lover

Henry

July 3

Dear Henry.

Will quickly answer your letter this after noon.  How are you?  I am fair.  I washed this morning.

Tomarrow is July 4 I may go to Peabody to see the fire works.

I have been up half the nite for the last 10 days except Saturday nite I was home & all day Sun.  Esther was home & we had a picnic & a chicken dinner at Margarets.  I packed my beding all in a chest.  Will we need some to camp on the way back?  than I could keep those out.  I got some more pieces to my dinner set Saturday.  I got $10 for my silver from Mrs. Sargent, (the lady Esther works for.)  I did hope that you'd feel after we were married everything would be ours.  Thats at least the way I feel about it.

I don't know if we can invite a lot of our cousins to the wedding cause we'll have the reception in church after the wedding & mother figgures on inviting about 100 or 125 people.  I think I'll write the invitations & save a little there.  I'm barrowing a viel from a girl friend of mine so I won't havto buy that.  Mother don't want me to have a flower girl so I guess I won't.  Than is it all right to have the wedding Aug. 5 at 7: P.M.?

I'm working one more week & than I'm through.

I'd sure like to have some strawberries.  That would be swell if Kathryn would can some for us.  Maybe some day I can help her with something.

I like my job better already but its quite hard cause its being day & nite nurse.  I'm not losing anymore now I'm gaining again.  I don't know if I'd care to hae an innerspring mattress.  Just an ordainary one will be just all right.  Those innerspring are quite high & we'll have so much other expense already.

I want to get this off today yet so I'll havto rush.  I have my washing to take care of & the baby to bath & so many other little things.  Marie hasn't written to me for a long time.  I guess she doesn't like it so well that I'm coming out there?

I must close & get this to the mail.

Love,

Ruth Doris

Postmarked:  July 5, 1939  Coeur D'Alene Idaho


Monday night

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

Lissin Sweetheard dident you get a letter from me the 24th?  How could you expect a letter on the 26th?    I have written 2 times a week for a long time but as tomorrow there is no mail it will put this letter 1 day late again.  My how glad I'll be when I get there.

How are you by now   still very tired?  I hope not if it is oo hard why don't you quit or don't you want to spoil you rep?  Please do not overstrain yourself.  How long do you want to work there yet?

We are having some more rain again  it sure is good for our flax  which looks very good now  just beginning to bloom nice and blu but I hguess it will not be ready to harvest till after we get back.  We donot have hardly any thunder  I do not remember any latly.

It soulds very good the way you have the wedding planed, that suits me fine.  Say if you do not have any chiveree do we have to give treats then?

I believe Mother will be there for our weddin gbut I do not know yet about Gus & Wills  they wanto if they have time but we can't tell yet if they will have or not.  Pete said if it were not like it is he would go along but he did not think he could now.

I sure had a big suprise last night  I was at Petes and after all the others had left Pete & I talked for a while and all at once he asked if he could be very Personal in aksing a question  I said "sure," so he asked me what I believed the bible tought about a Decon and finily told me he had been told a lot diffrent so he appoligized  I told him I dident know anything about it but after he told me where it came from I said well Jake Wittenbergs & I hadargued for a long time on the way to Monroe  Jake had claimed he understood what I ment and I told him right there he had me all wrong so I just shut up & had almost forgotten all we said then but I was sure I never told them anything like Jake told Pete & Rev. Kaufman as I dident even know anything about such things as he had mentioned,  Pete told me he had told you about me believing certain things about the bible which he believed intirely diffrent this being the greatest so he was very sorry he had done it.  but was glad we had not let that keep us apart.  he sure wished us God's richest blessings.  he said he loved you very much and me too but he coud think a lot better about me now after he knew I believe diffrent then he had tought.  if you do not know what I mean I'll tell you after I am there.  Jake Wittenberg is having a fight with Mary Kiehbiel now & it looks like we or at least I am the subject that caused the whole affiar to come about  I hope it dose not last much longer and gets worse but if it dose I might have a lot to hear yet not of what I have done but of what others have told about me that I had never heard of befor.  It always seemd to me there must be something that made people act so cold to me and I just coudent figure it out but now I can understand it a lot better.  My if I had know that I could have proved long ago that they had me wrong.  I hope if you have heard them that you dident believe it.

Yes I thing we can have our picture taken Sat. afternoon.  I also expect to get there befor Sat.  I do not know just yet when I will leave  I'll let you know when I start.  I readly thing No. 2 is quite a bit closter and they tell me it is very good road most of the way.  I would like to see that part of the country too so I sopose I'll go there going over & you can pick the way we want to take back.  is that alright?  What was Ester's big suprise  is she ingaged too?

Do you think I should tell Pete to announce us here & when?  or will your mother write to him and tell him how & when to announce us?  When are we going to be announced there?

My but it is hard to get money this year  We have been trying our best to collect & all we have recived is $110.00 today and we had to buy license for one truck for $21.00 & send off $63.11 to pay the taxes on mothers place so we have very little left but expect to get quite a bit more this week yet.  I plan on using my credit card for most of the expences on the trip so that wont have to be paid befor Sept. 10 and we will have quite a bit coming in befor then.  I do not have very much idia what I will do the 4th.  Maybe go to Coeur D'Lane at night but am not sure yet.  I think you must have recived a pretty good price for your cow the way they sold at the last sale I heard of.  My I wish I knew how much you have to take along  if I will have to widen the box above the steel bed or if it would all have room in 4 x 6 1/2 ft. and about 4 to 5 ft. high?  I might have it already built befor you answer but I do not know yet.  It looks like we might have so much work that G & W wont get to come to our wedding its hard to say.  but I sure hope my brother & family from Okla will come.

Wish you lots of rest & Happiness.    With the greatest of hope to see you soon and OOOOoooo & Kisses

Your True Lover

Henry

July 6, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How are you?  I am feeling good, only very lonesome for you.  How did you celebrate the 4th?  We were at Will's & Helens for dinner and then we went to Couer d"alene to see the fire works in the evening, they sure were nice, altho I tought look at all the people about 10 to 12,000 and I believe they had about $2,000 worth of fire works   if people would be so interessed in soul winning & spend so much money for the real freedom what a big diffrence that would be now a very beautiful fire cracker that cost about $5.00 would last less then a minute or about that   it was very nice while it lasted but then it was all gone where if probily the same amount could bring a soul to Christ and last in all eternity if such a big crowd prayed for Gods blessing.

We have lots of company now.  Kathrine's sister and family are staying here now since the last night.  I do not know how long they want to stay but I believe till Sunday.  Then there wasa young women here from Canada  she usto live here.  She just got married June 3 & now she is on a trip alone & intends to stay away for 1 1/2 months  What do you think of that?  I do not think I could injoy a trip by myself so soon after the weddin g what do you thinK/

We just finished building a new equipment for our catapillar to clear land with  if it works like we think it will we have prospecks of getting lots of work with it  I sure hope we do as that counts up fast  when we work with it so we can get lots of things that we need.

Say Sweetheart we have a very good friend that sells us innerspring mattress for less then $10.00 and a common for about5 $6.00 dont you think we ought to get the best Gus has one like it & F & K dident like innerspring but paid just as much.  of corse I know there will be lots of things to buy right away  We can get a stove just like G & K have except diffrent color for $50.00 or a diffrent make looks very good  it sold for $72.50 new it has been used only 4 months for $40.00  its a "Western"  the people that had it wanted a lelecticstove so they traded it off.

Yes that will be fine by me to have the wedding  Aug. 5 at 7 P.M.

Maybe you could leave off the familys of my dubble cousins or there probily will be enough time to invite themafter I am there so we can dicite who we want to invite.

That sure is good of the lady where Ester worked to give you $10.00 to your Silver set. is Ester quiting there?  if so it looks like she would rather hate to see her leave & blame you for it.  or are you so nice that she just had to love you & then she coudent help herself but to give you a nice present?

I am sleeping in the Store building with Katherine's sister's oldest son & he is scared to be here alone so I had to take my letter along and write here & so I have very poor light so I guess I will not write too long  it is pretty hard on eyes.

Petes were here tonight  they realy wanted to go to Jake W. but Gus wasent at home so they stayed here so they want to go tomorrow night.  Pete wants me to go along too  I sure hope that everything can be fixed up so that God can be Glorified to the fullest extent.

I realy do not know about the bedding  if we will need it on eht way back  probily would be best to keep some out maybe we could get by cheaper & better that way.  but I do not think it would cost very much more to sleep in hotels would it?  We can talk that over after I am there.

I do not know yetwhich way I want to go but I believe I will be able to write you befor I leave here.  I sure am glad you are gaining again but are you sure that that job there dosent make you loose?  I sure feel sorry for you.  You are so Sweet and work so hard to get a few nice things and I sure hope you get them & more then just to get by in a pinch  I hope & believe with God's blessin we will be able to get most of the things that we need and good things too.  My you wont get this till Monday as it will get there Sat. night.  

                             
Hoping to see you soon,

Your True Lover

Henry

Lots of love & kisses

Marie said she wrote yesterday  it would get there befo mine.  I tought mine would get there first but now I thing at the same time.  Which is right?

July 7, 39

Dear Henry.

Excuse the paper, this is all I have at home now.  I am at home now.  I guess I might as well confessw.  I got sick on the job.  I'm feeling better now.  I had been sleeping in the draft & caught a cold.  So the doctor said I should go home & rest.  I'm going in for a treatment today.  I'll be alright in a day or two.

Its terribly hot & dry.  About 104.  I took mother to Newton to the Doc. this fornoon, & it sure was hot.  I'm going to get my new Drivers Liscense too.

Ask me those questions again that I didn't answer.  I thought I had.

I don't think there will be a chiveree and if there isn't we don't havto give treats.

Mother bought me some everyday knives forks & sppons today.  How is your mother coming if the boys don't come?

Yes, I know what you wrote about in your letter.  Pete & Marie told me about it, but that hasn't made any difference to me.  I am very glad that you & pete have talked things through.  What is Mary K. fighting about now?

  
Where are Woelks going to move?  When will they be out?  It doesn't make any difference which way you come.  Justso you drive carful so you don't have an accident.

I guess you'll have to tell Pete to announce use  I guess the 30th of July. Isn't that all right?

I'll tell you just about what I would like to take,  My cedar chest is 48 in. long than I have an old Russian chest about 46 in. long with my beding.  anotehr box with dishes  my dresser, 2 chairs & the sewing machine besides a few smaller pieces.

Did you get your suite already?  Do people ever use wooden bedsteads there?  I have a chance to sell mine I think so we can rather buy one over there.

Does Marie have a girl already?

I must close & take a nap before I go to town.

Love till we meet

Ruth Doris

Airmail   




Newport Wash.  June 3, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I just recived your letter today seems like your letter dident make any better time by air mail then the regular mail.  I'll always answer each letter when I get it from you and send my letter air mail then they ought to get there pretty regular.

I have told a few about our plans or our ingagement I guess it will spread pretty much tomorrow.  We were at Pete Unruhs last evening so I asked them if they wer going to Kansas this fall & they:"Why no"  "Why should we go to Kansas?"  so I told them I had heard one of Marie's sisters was going to get married  they sure look funny at eacher & said" "I sure don't know who it would be"  Marie was the first to catch on so she asked:  "are you going over there?"  I said "I guess so" then after a little while Pete said "Now its begining to dawn a little & looked out the East Window"  they sure were suprised.  they told me Pete's Uncle in Canada had died & I said:"I knew that for quite a while."  I guess they tought I should have told them but they were so suprised that they dident even say much.  Marie said "Well then you can write Ruth everything and then I wont have to." 

Now I'll tell youwhat I think of the Poem you sent me.  the first verse makes me think that the arthor of the poem must have had a rather young boy friend with chances that he probily just wanted or tought of the cook & taking care of his clots but the Girl had a lot deeper question in her heart.  I sure admire the part the girl takes and I sure hope that in our case you get Heaven and not Hell when you are my Bride.  personaly I rather placemyself in a diffrent picture then I understand that boy was.  as I could have gotten others that could have filled that part but I wanted a wife that I expected to love above everything else and that also fills the decription that poem gives of the man (of corse taking the women's place.)  I sure do expect to make you as good a husband as I possible can.  I do not know if I'll be able to be as perfoect as the stars & Heaven  I realy think that is almost impossible but I'll promise to do my best and with God's help I believe we will have a Happy married life.  Don't you believe so too?  I think the poem is very good to read for both boys & girls before they make the step into married life or even ingagement.

We had a great day today.   We sold one truck for $800.00  we did not get any down payment but a contract right with the sawmill to hold out $1.50 out of every 1000 ft. of logs that were delivered there until the $800.00 were paid  we can draw every 1st of the month what was hauled in the month befor  We expect to get it all in 90 days.  I worked with the dozer 5 3/4 hrs. then it rained so we had to quit, it rained more there on the Mt. then here at home but it still rains off and on so maybe we'll get a good rain yet  tomorrow is our S. S. Picnic & we have had rain several times when we have that so I guess maybe it will rain again tomorrow.  I had a invation from some people I stayed with last year at the convention at Monroe to come over there again now for the confrence and they said they had too much rain  there they hoped it would quit once.  

I do not know yet if I'll go or not.  We promised Pete he could go along with us but we do not know who is going.  We also took another little job to move about 100 yds dirt for $35.00  we realy expect to do that with the little Allis tractor.

The county commissioners also were here to look over the right-of-way which we want to sell  to them thru our Section for $250.00 then we are to clear it too for that   they meet Mon. and then they want to let us know right away but they talked like they sure expected it to go thru.  It realy looks like we might be out of work with the dozer in a week or so if we dont get more work some place but we have gotten 3 jobs this week that we dident know anything about befor so maybe we will get more later too.

Yes Shirmers have 7 boys & 2 girls  I think the girls are both married & 1 of the boys maybe 2  they are all grown except 1   he is about 11 or 12 I think the next is about 16 or 17  I realy believe the boys could make a living easy for them if they dident drink so bad.  Pete said they had said they had plenty for a long time now after we all sent up a little,  we sent them a sack full of oats to feed their goats for milk & they sure had apprecited that  they had wished for some but hadent expected to get some  Some other gave them caned fruit, flour and other food.

I realy dont know what to tell you about how much room we'll have  but the pickup holds quite a bit altho if you can sell some of it for a pretty good price I believe we could buy it here pretty reasonable and maybe get by cheaper as it will take quite a bit more gas if we have a very heavy load also be harder on tires but you wont have to give anything away that is worth taking along as I'll find place for it.  I think I am a pretty good "top loader"  We have earned about $171.25 this week but we havent gotten hardly any pay of all the work we have done in May  only $102.00 and we have earned $616.25 in May & $116.25 this month already.  The boys got all our wood banked out at least all they could find but we havent measured it yet.  Well I guess I'll close for tonite and write some more tomorrow night.  Good Night  Sweet dreams.  

With lots of love & Kisses

You Devotedly Henry

Sunday night

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

My How I wish I could be with you tonight  I sure feel lonesome for you.  If you were around here I sure would injoy myself and now I am allalone at home altho after our picnic the quartet met at Frank Kliewers to practice & then Jake Wittenbergs & I went to the church to take back the saw horses & boards for table and from  they realy wanted to come to my house or here to Tweedie but G & K went to Deerpark they locked the door and took the key along so we went to Fritz & Edna but after supper I went home and crawled thru a window so now I am at home all by myself.  I realy do not know why but I am just terrible sleepy tonight.  We had a very nice program today.  Also had a good time at the picnic  we played a little baseball and I was the only one to make a home run.  We also had lots of Ice cream to eat.  It looks pretty bad for our going to the confrence seems like everyone else thinks they havent the money to go there & we may not have time as we just took another job to cut Peters hay so no telling what w'll do.  I'll send you some pictures of the weddings as soon as I get mine back  I sent the rolls off and they have not come of G & K's wedding.  I only have a few of F & K's wedding.  Please write me a long letter soon.

I sure am glad it isent long till we can talk instead of write.

Love,

Henry

June 3 '39

Dear Henry.

The nite is just grad out tonite.  We had a very nice rain this week.  So its cool lout.  Everything is freshed up so much.

I like my diamond very much.  It is just what I wanted. but it was a little to big so I had it made smaller & now its fine.

A large sink would be swell but we'll see if we can buy so many things after such a long honeymoon.  ha.

I wish you were here so we could set our wedding date together.  I will make some suggestions  you tell me what you think of them.  If we get married on Aug. 6th.  Then we could leave here the next day & go to Beaver County on our way home.  So there woudn't be so much extra driving to do.  If you were here a week before the wedding it'd take a week to get here & a week back that would make it almost a month for you to be gone.  I don't know wether I'll have a wedding or just get married, because mother is very hard up right now.   I don't wanto burden her to much  Its hard enough for her to turn me lose.

It sounds as if we won't have many chickens next winter, or do you think we can buy some pullets somewhere?  Are F & K going to live with the Schroeders.  How come they're moving over there?

Are you going to the confrence?  or who is?

I may have another job in town for about 2 weeks.  don't know for sure.  

Mother still has terrible ruehmatizm.

Tomarrow is the big Song festival in Newton.  We are having a picnic.  Wish you were there too.

I wondered all the time why Marie wanted me to come work for her this summer.  I'm just know waking up.  I guess I should have caught on sooner.  What did the boys say when you told them you were getting married?  You ought to see Margaret  she's busier then I am helping me sew etc.  Esther & I will have a lot to talk about tomarrow.  My family knows about my ring but nobody has said a word to me.

When I look my things over I'm getting kinda worried that I won't get to take all of it along.

Do you think we'll get to have our wedding picture taken to give the family?  Do you want a wedding ring?  There are a hundred & one things I would like to ask you & talk to you about, but I guess we'll have time for that when we're married.

I must close for tonite.

Love,

Ruth Doris


Postmark: July 11, 1939  Newport, Washington

July 10, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How are you by now?  I hope you are well already.  I was afraid you were over doing it I hope it is all over now.

Don't think for a minute that I am not glad to hear from you on any kind of paper just so I get those so longed for words from you.  I am so glad that it isn't but just a coupld more weeks till we'll see each other and then we can talk and have so much better ways of expressing and personly enstead so poorly as I can write.

I do not know where Woelks will move to but he said they would move when we wanted posssession ourself.

We are building us a Trailor house now so we can live in it when we have work to far from home to come home every night.  We are planning to do some land clearning if it works out right  We might make very good at it I think I'll know so I can tell you all about it when I get there, as we are just experimenting now or aim to yet I can't tell much about it but I believe I will know by the time I leave here.

Mother planed to come with me if the boys dont come but as yet I do not know either if the boys are going or if Mother will come I might find out soon but do not know yet.

That is very nice of your Mother to buy you those knives, forks & spoons.  is she staying on the place or is she going to Maragret?

Say Sweetie I was so scared by you thinking I wouldent be able to take all the things that I had started to build a big Box on my pickup but after you told me what all you plan to take I believe the rack we already had is big enough so I sopose I will not take or finish the big one as that would take a lot more gas to pull so big a box against the wind as a smaller one.

My I sure am glad you love me so much that those bad things didn't keep you from loving me  I also am very thankful that it wasent true at all arent you?  But I sure was suprised I told Jake Wittenberg about it already that he must have understood me wrong or something as I diden't ever have such belief and held it for intirely wrong or rather I didn't even know about such things as were in questions, he just said I did understand you so tho but seemed to be glad to learn diffrent.  We were over there last Fri. night to talk things over with them, Peter, Gus & I and we stayed till past midnight befor we got thru, and now I do not know where we are at as they didnt come to church at all Sun.

We had a very nice C. E. program we had the program as given in the Mennonite it turned out to be a lot more intressing program than I had expected.

Krehbiels left about middle of last week for Colfax to work in the Harvest there  Dalke boys left Sat. and Fritz, John Fast, Abe Reimer and Abe Bergen are leaving tomorrow for Odessa to work.  Edna has worked for Pete &. Marie in the hay harvest and will again later  I do not know just when she plans to start.

We had a couple of hot days here too I do not know how hot but I wouldnt be surprised if it had been 104 here Sunday it even stayed hot till afterdark but before morning it was nice and cool so we had to cover up pretty good.

Well I guess I ought to quit as the rest have all slept  Gus & Johnny are here at the table with their heads on the table fast asleep for over 1/2 an hour already and the rest are in bed.

I sure hope you get over your cold soon.  Oh I almost forgot  Yes I do have my suit already it is a very good suit I think I sure hope you will like it too.  it is dark blue with little lighter stipes & some even redish  I paid $34.50 for it and got a whole outfit along with it  the suit is as good as they make but the rest of the outfit isnt just the very best alltho not bad at all.  a white Shirt with little Green & blue dots, a plain blue Tie, black oxfords, Blue suspenders, cotton underwear a plain white hanky, and a nice grey hat.  also sox but I do not remember what color.  Goodnight

I sure expect to drive carefull so I wont have an accident.

Hoping to see you soon

Your True Lover

Henry

one?  I asked was if I would embarris you if I kissed you while others looked on when I get there?  or if you wised to be kissed privately instead  as I had never kissed you before.  Please answer.

July 10

Dear Henry.

I am fine.  I eat & sleep than I pack a few things & than I sleep again.  Tomarrow Margaret & I are going to Wichita to get my dress.  Than Thurs. some of the girls are having a steak Frey for me.

I don't think I'd liek to go on a honeymoon all by myself.  Yes I think I would like to havean innerspring mattress if they aren't to high.  Did you want to get the stove now?  It doesnt make much diffrence what kind just so it bakes good.

Yours & Maries letters both got here today.   Eliz. is coming to Wash. with her whole family again.  I don't know how theyll mange with Marie not being well.  Elizabeth doesn't act very nice to me.  I hope you'll get along with them.  She is coming to Washington to find out a lot, but I hope she won't.

Esther is coming home for several weeks & than is going back to work again.

We're going to talk everything over when you get here but I bet we'll forget half of it.  I'd rather stay in cabins  we could cook our own coffee for breakfast & it would not run up so high on the meals.

Are the boys coming?  How is your mother coming?  Will we get back till the flax is ripe?

Mother is giving me money to buy my cooking utensils over there than we won't have quite so much to pack.

I dug a bucket of potatoes they are quite nice.  

        
I must close & get ready to go to Wichita.  Can you realize in 2 weeks you'll be starting for Kansas.

Loads of Love

Ruth Doris

Postmark: July 14, 1939  Sand Point, Idaho

July 13, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

How are You?  I realy feel very tired tonight.  We are here now at Samuels Idaho about 60 miles from home, so I didn't get your letter today  I guess it will be here tomorrow  I told the Mailman to forward it here if it came today and take to William Hieberts  What came Fri & Sat. as I would get it sooner that way.  I do not know at all how long we will be here so I guess it is best that way.  If we can make tood here we might have a chance to get all the work we can handle.  It does not look very good to me yet but so far this man seems to think its o.k. but he wants to figgure out tomorrow how much it costs to clear an acre  My guess it about $7.50.  We earned $28.75 today.  I hope we can do a lot better tomorrow.  We got our trailor house made it looks pretty good it is 8 x 14 ft. & 7 ft. high walls has 2 windows & 1 dood, all the walls & roof are covered with canvis it even has a carpet in it sure looks nice.  My I'll be glad when I can talk to you.  this waiting for a letter and not knowing when to expect it is no fun.  But my the joy that we will have when we are together that will well be worth this heartaching.  I have so much that I would like to talk to you about.  Woelks rented Botteral place and I guess they will leave as soon as we are ready for the place ourself.  It sprinkled alittle here this morning before breakfast & thundered & also sprinkled again after we quit work tonight.

I sure wish this fight is over out here befor we come back I sure don't like it at all  I am so posed to give good advice on what to do about the whole affair & it sure is hard to do.  The biggest trouble is what has happened while trying to fix things up so I do not know what might happen yet as I already spent 1 night trying to fix it up & Sunday I shall be at it again.  Say Sweetie have you ever heard of a deacon being put out of office without the whole church knowing the reason & that he can't be decon again after fixing things up?  I do not recall atall of such myself  Mr. Dalke wants Jake W. put out or rather says he is out.  Oh well I'll tell you about it when I am there.

Say Sweetheart did I answer your question if people ever used wooden bedsteads here I do not recall that they do & I guess we can buy as cheap here as they are out there.

The weather has been pretty good for logging this month so I hope we can collect a lot of money before I leave here.

It is time to go to sleep so I guess I'll quit for tonight  I sure hope I have a letter from you tomorrow I sopose this will get there late too.

Goodnight till we meet.

Your True Lover Henry.

July 13

Dear Henry.

How are you by now?  I'm better  I'm going for another treatment tomarrow & Than I'll be allright.

We had a little shower last week & after that it cooled off, but today its 104 in the shade.  Its 100 in here.

I am getting company this afternoon & this evening a picnic.  We were in Wichita Tues.  I got my dress & a few things I nedded.  I sure hope you'll like my dress.  Its white satin with long sleeves.  It had a real long train but I had most of it cut off.  I know your suit will be just allright.  Mother bought my cooking utensils after all.  So we packed yesterday.  She bought a half a dozen kettles a 45 piece dinner set, roaster dishpans, mixing bowls, 2 buckets, lamps & _______, wash tub, bread pans, spoons and a dozen other things.  She is still planning to stay here but I think later on she'll go to Margarets.  Margaret & Dan are talking about a trip again.  What size is your truck is it a 1 1/2 ton or 3 ton.  If we stack things up high I guess we could take it all.  I'm kinda worried to we won't get it all on.  Do you have a trunk or suite case that you could bring to put some of my clothes into?

I am going to mail some of the invitations about the first of next week, is that o.k.  Mother has decided to invite those on that list that you sent for the reception too.  Only not the families.

Dont worry about Jack W. it will all come out alright.  Eliz. didn't leave this week.  She is planning to leave Mon.  

No you will not embarris me if you kiss me when you come.  When are you coming?  In two more weeks?  If you get here before Thurs, the 27th Mother wants us to get Esther.  Than we could go to Okla then & save about 100 miles of driving.

I heard LoisK. went back to Wash. has she arrived?  Marie wrote me about Edna working for her.  How is your mother getting back if she comes with you?  There are some fruite jars of Maries here yet do you think we'd have room to take them?

I have asked Doc. Herman Jantzen to sing a solo at the wedding.  & Mrs. Joe Jantz & Mrs. Arthur Penner to sing.  I have 4 musical numbers for the reception.

Mother got my cooking utensils in red & white.  Do you think we could get a stove in white with red or black trimming?

Hoping to hear from you again soon & also to see you soon.

Love,

Ruth Doris

July 17, 1939

My Dearest Sweetheart Ruth:

I sure was glad to have a letter from you today as we are not going to be at home again for a few days.  I am well and sure glad to hear that you are or will be well when I get there.  I realy dident know that you were stil sick.

I do not plan onbuying a stove befor we are back.  The sove I saw for $50 is tan & green & black trimming that is a new one like G & K's and the one for $50 was Green & Black triming if I remember right & it had been used for 4 months  it looked like new  Kathrine saidshe liked it a lot  the best of the 2 but I think they will still be there when we come back & then you can pick for yourself.

The boys are planning to some but if we can't collect some money befor then they cant  we were soposed to get over $600.00 befor the 15 of this month & here we only have $263.00 and that dident cover very much of our depts so if we cant get more they cant come but we have the best of hopes they will.  Mother is planing to come along with me & probily back with the boys if they come  if not then back with us  don't you think that will work?  she plans to pay part of the expences if she goes along with us  the boys realy plan on taking her along free if they go and take her but they will not be ready to go when I do & then plan to stay in Neb. for a day or so & Mother would like to be there in Kansas as long as possible except go to my Brothers in Okla.  I had a letter from them today  I had written to them that we planed to come over there the 30th if it worked out that way so they said sure  they wanted us there they would have a big dinner for us & the whole family would be at home one of the girls plans to be home from Enid to for then so I sopose they sure would like it bery much if we could be there that day  they realy want us to stay longer but we will have to do as we see we have time for but as for getting Ester that will be o.k.  We might be able to do that on one trip of bringing Mr. H. Kliewer to Newton so that would not be very much extra driving & the gas is cheap there isent it?

Yes I believe we will be back befor the flax is ripe.

Yes I sure am glad I will be on my way out there by a week from now so you will not even have to answer this letter any more aren't you glad?

My Your Mother sure buys you a lot of things  she sure must love you a great lot.

My truck is a 3 ton Dodge but not the one I am coming on it is only a 1/2 ton but dont worry I will find place to take it all, even if I must make the box bigger when I get there  I'll be able to tell more about it when I get there.

I am planning to leave here Sun. morning the 23rd so I expect to be there by the 27th.  Yes Lois K. was here with her Dr. She went to Ore. & got a job there  I understand Mr. Harms is going to take a course in Portland yet for a year & maybe then they will get married.  We will find out how much room we have when we load.

We want to take our things first befor we take Marie's.  I will bring a big suit case so there will be room for some of your clothes in it or quitea few.  I think you have done very well in planning our wedding.  The wedding dress sure must look wonderful  did you get the train along too?  (so we can take a ride?  ha, ha, ha)  I dident mean that but you paid for it all dident you?  so you just as well have the extra cloth.  Maybe I would get a shirt out of it later on ha ha.

My we had a hard time today tring to get this mess straightened out & havent gotten very far yet but hope it will at least not grow anymore till we can get the whole bunch together (Mary is at Colfax now) and then fix it all up.  If you want to know I guess I'll be able to tell you a lot.  I talked to Pete about announcing us  he said O.K. if I do not forget.  It is alright with me when you mail the invations.  It wont be long now till we will see each other and I can take you in my arms & Kiss you.  Oh how Sweet that will be  Hope to see you very soon.

Your True Lover,

Henry

July 18, '39

Dear Henry.

How are you?  Are you still very busy?  Do you thinnk you'll be to busy to get married?  ha.  I'm mailing some invitations today so you better see that you get here.

I asked about the wooden bedsteads because I can sell mine here.  If we can't take it along.

I have never heard of a deacon being put out of office at all.

Say I wish you'd tell Pete I wish them lots of luck with there company.  Rosallie wrote that they would n't be back for our wedding so they must expect to stay there 3 weeks.  Tell him too, not to let it get to hard for Marie.

When will you be here?  seems like the letters come slower than ever now.  Last nite we were invited out for supper & tonite we're getting company so you see they're keeping me busy.  Say how old are you?  Some one was telling me you were over 20 yrs. older than I am.  Is that true?

Have the boys decieded wether they are coming or not?

Wed morn.

It was nice & cool last nite but it hasn't rained yet.

Mother wanted me to tell you not  to bring H. H. Kliewer down here if you bring him along.  We've been kidding her weather he wouldn't be able to help her.  She says no sir I'm not getting married again.  

I'm going to town this morning.  Have some groceries tobuy & I hope I have a letter.

I hope to see you in a week from now.

There isn't any special news around here.

Love,

Ruth Doris
